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الك سل لنب 


- ap. his 
mark on Kinshasa 


other after the army chief of staff 
wa§ assassinated by elements of the 
presidential guard who were appar- 
ently angry that he had demanded 
President Mobutu's resignation and 
was doing a deal with the rebels to 
end the war without further bloodr 
shed. 

General Mahele Lieko Bokungu, 
defence minister and army chief of 
staff, was shot as he tried to con- 
vince presidential guard soldiers 
that there was no point in offering 
further resistance to the rebels. 

There were no reports of serious 
resistance as tle insurgents first 
seized Kinshasa’s international air- 
port, from which Mr Mobutu fled 
into exile last Friday, then movecl 
into lhe capital from aft least Lwo (li- 
rections, 

The S5b-yeiur-oll rebel leader, wha 
has opposed Mr Mobutu for nore 
than 30 years, saicl he had spoken 10 
army generals in Kinshasa and they 
had assured him that all the ınilitary 
were willing to swear allegiunce tû 
{he new government. 

In Kinshasa a few dared to ven- 
ture out with welcoming banners in 
the expectation thal Mr Kabila's 
forces were not far away. But nıoat 
Kinshasans stayecl al home, dread- 
ing the relrealing arıny more than 
the rebel approach. 

There was sporadic shouting in 
parts of the capital, and occasional 
mortar fire, but in a city of 5 ınillion 
there were few reporls of Jentha. In 
the last hours before the rebels 
moved in, many solclicrs discarded 
thelr Unlforma and fled, Young men 
in civilian clolhes, some missing 
liribs and hobbling ‘on crulchea, 

4 continued on page 3 


ا ن ن 2 


Blair takes |! 7 
new hope 
to Ireland 


David Sharrock 
7 HE moment of trutlı for Sinn 


E EL 


Chris McQreal In Kinshasa 


AIRE'S rebel leader, Laurent 
Kabila, declared final victory 
over the Mabutu regime last 
weekend, He assumed power'as his 
forces moved into Kinshasa, facing 
little resistance from government 
troops who threw off their uniforms 
and fled or nıarched towards the 
rebels to surrender. 
In a statement read at a news con- 
„| ference in the southeastern city of 
Lubumbashi, Mr Kabila announced 
the formation of a government of 
public salvation, and a “constituent 
assembly", to be set up within 60 
days. He said: “Mr Laurent Désiré 
Kabila assumes Irom today the fune- 
tions of the head of state of the De- 
mocratic Republic of the Congo." 
The victorious alliance brushed 
aside international pressure for 
early elections, saying polls wil] be 
held only when reconstruction is 
under way and the population is re- 
cducated through local collectives. 
Deogratias Bugera, secrelary- 
general of the Alliance of Deıno- 
cratic Forces for the Liberatlon of 
Congo-Zaire, said 32 years of dicta- 
torship by Mobulu Sese Seko had 
brainwashed the population into 
submission. “We must reawaken 
the population politically. It is our 
first duty,” he said on Monday. “The 
aim is to avoid the possibility İn the 
future that any one man can confis- 


Fein drew closer last week 

wllen Tony Blair offered & 
meeting without the pre-condition 
of an IRA ceasefire. 

The Prime Minister, in a Belfast 
speech wlıich drew encouragement 
from President Bill Clinton, de- 
lighted the two main leaders of 
urlonism and nationalism — and 
finally buried old Labour's united 
Ireland policy by ruling out British 
withdrawal for many years to come, 
declaring: “I1 believe in the United 
Kingdom, I value the Union.” 

He said at the annual Royal Ulsler 
Agricultural Slow, the symbolic 
heartland of Northern Ireland's pre- 
donıinantly rural, conservative soci- 
ety: "My agenda is nol a united 
Irelancl — and I wonder just how 
many see it as a realistic possibility 
inthe foreseeable future." 

With barely disguised scepticism, 
le added: “Of course, those that 
wish to see a united Ireland without 
coerclon can argue for it, not least 
in the talks. If they succeeded, we 
would certainly respect that. 

"But none of us in this hall today, 
even the youngest, is likely to see 
Northern Irelancl as anything but a 
Pirt of tlıe United Kingclom. That Is 
the reallly, because the consent cate power," 
principle is now almost unlversally Mr Bugera declined to be drawn 
accepted,” structive step toward restoring mo- | most comprehensive speech nade | on a tiıne-scale for the re-education 

Sinn Fein was barely able to | nıentıım to the peace process”, by any British prime minister in'the | programme and subsequent elec- 
disguise its disappointntent. Martin The Ulster Unionist leader, David | last 25 years of our Troubles,” he | tions. But the alliance sald it would 
MeGuinness, one of its lwo MPs, | Trimble, appeared mollified by Mr | said. “I think he has really opened ' ‘fulfll its commitment to form'a con- 
sald: “Many riatlûnalists will he dls- Î Blair's .teference to “cross-border | the door aow to creating the cir- 'atituent. aasembly within two 
Appointed by the’ prounlorist' en- | arrangements which acknowledge cumstances where we cari take thé months to hammer out anew consti- 
phasis in Mr Blair's speech." But he | ‘the importance of relationships in j gun for ever outof Irish pûlitics.” ° Î tution, 
indicated that he i be taking up Î 'the island qf Ireland”. These wquld | @ The abduction and ‘murder last'l The fall of the capital gives the h- 
Mr Blair’ offer of a meeting, . be ' practical ahd. Institutional, said | week of & prominent'' 62-year-old" ‘slurgents the last great. prize of:the 

Mr Blair's speech Is unlikely to '| Mr Bldlr, but “If sich arrangements | Catholic, Sean Browh, from’ Bel jstvermı month civil war'in which Mr: 
have t forward a new cease- | .were really threatening to unjonists 'Î 'laghy, Co Londonderry stoked fears ' i Kabila's. forces have. swept more 
fire — the [RA will probably wait to j we would riot iiegotlate them”, that a loyalist campaign of random Î ıthan 1,50km across the breadth of. 
see who wins the Iflah general elec. |, Jolt Hume, lehder of the SDLP | sectarian killings had been renewed ‘Zaire. The rebel leader .was due to 
ton on june 6 beote tiking any party, sald peûple across Ireland ST Treland, : ‘arrive in Kinshasa and announte his. 


Tony Bia r gets a warm êléotae in Armagh PHOTOGRAPH" ALAN LEWIS 


Key to pace, paige 7 
Comment, page 12 
.| Washington Past, page:16 . 


Moscow accepts... 3 
Nato expanslon 
major decisldis. ` 'Î owed MF Blair a “debt of gratitude” new government on Tuesday: 1 


Mr Clinton welcomed Mr Balê and urge ‘Sinn Fein tû také üp ا‎ i Hours before the rebels moved 
vatement a" a , balanced and: corr’ ik of talk: 1 talks immediately. “It ig th n, government soldiers fought each 


Women demand 4 5. 
to be heard In Iran 


One sport that may be able to: get 
‘arbund the’ ban is Formula One 

` "| ımotor racing. ‘The latest computer 
to ا‎ thee Bborti. We: wl iiefê Then he sport ‘eiiinot afford It 'Îitechnology could allow the sport to 
‘fire gê thermi' timë and help’to re-| We've 'tëcently ‘signed 'a new core Î sidestep laws which Mr Dobson 


Arson blamed 1 
for CGhunnel fire... ...... |: 


Nick i 


"HE ' Britleh.. e dr eo dêpendency ani the weed ` tract and wé want ‘the’ 8 þûnsorship '| confirmed are ta be drawn up later Queen outlines 11 1 
` nouncéd this week that lts plans | , e it with sporisorahip , lo continue, . We ‘ae ‘Hof talking ‘Î this year. Labour's plans 

to ban all tobacco advertising would | :frohi’ fê bên ini şourcês.” „about ani illegal subştance, Wé are { The eledtronic wizardry’ would | 

0 to dgnrette eponsorship of أ‎ thal 


THeré, was: a ‘reactor, frora Î talking :"about! pomething ê. j jenabie trackside hoardings and 

rT ا‎ E i o e 0 le tre director) 

le Health, Secretary,. :Frank -Î 'aroünd on of 'spon-' |. rûêèr,' execul ctor : 

‘Dobson, eal S oni Moadny that ' !sorship' each yêt, Gol, cricket and Î of thie Tobaccd Manuachirers' Agi Agi: : 

û White ape, to ban'tobatco adver- ' [odie Bll get’ e baekind from tiga | soclitloh, sald; “Can yol relly: — and comply wilh different 2 
E Bll’ forms. of | .rette cû ' | imagine that ã nor-siiioker watch | ' ‘trial lai 

tern aû 1 lator. ét “the vets would 


il e Folica, df ‘the Britibh | ini 8p 18 

1 أ‎ twb: jen f0 ` rahi, out ind ‘ktart İsee no advertising’ at all, just the | Finland 
i Dabeon. ail “We. reşogalee by ` | ietibking?'Its IuUtlibrouê, û- | pldin blue böarda that are used aa |. 

hat some sports, ‘like some amok 1 iney Walker, chai ê Rigby ' Î | backdrops for the lêctronlk'qds, A | Gay 

‘Erd, arê heavily. dependent ön: to League, admitted E similar aysterm ls used for | ا‎ 

bacco eponsor'ship. We do hot whish. | bafl Tkû Hiige How a already looking for new backer. ` ` ` |. weather bullêfin. 
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Motor Racing 


Schumacher 
gives his 
rivals the slip 


ی 
Richard Willams In Monte Carlo‏ 
e‏ 


HILE Micheel Schu- 

macher's rivals were con- 
sulting their coınputerised 
weather forecasts, the German 
looked at the sky. They saw a 
predictonı of clear weather, He 
saw clouds and aniffecl rain, Two 
hours Inicr his Ferrarl splashed 
across the finish line of the 
Monaco Grand Prix almost a 
minutc ahead of ita nearest rival, 

Schumacher’s racing hrain ls 
always most keenly activated by 

wet weather, and the race here 
last Sunday provided further 
proof, The reward was his, and 
Ferrari's, first win of 1997, 
giving him the lead in the 
drivers’ championship after 
five of the 17 races. 

As a chilly wind rocked the 
yachts anchored in thc harbour, 
Rubens Barrichello brought the 
Stewart-Ford into second place 
for the team's frst champion’ 
ship points in their debut 
sen4on, a fine result from 10th 
on the grid. 

The outcome was entirely 
shapecl by the decinions of the 
cirivera and team managers in 
the half-houtr before the atart, 
when spits of raln appeared to 
carry the threat of somcthing 
worse. With Heinz Haru 
Frentzen on pole position and 
Jacques Villeneuve third, behind 
Sthumachur, the Williams team 
trustecl the computerised fore” 
cist of clenrur weather andl left 
both curs on slick diry-wenther 
lyre. 

While Frentzen und Villeneuve 
slithered towarcls (hc firat car- 
ner, Schuman renped ihe re’ 
wards of lis last-minute decision 
to switch from his race car, sel 
up for dry weather, (o his spare 
chassis, preparecl for wet condi 
ons and fHtecl with n set of 
Hroovecl rain Wyre, A new high 
downforce wing hacl been haatily 
bolted on while (he car 4nl on the 
Hridl, 

Six seconds nhend at the end 
of ihe first lap, he continnped t0 
open {he gup ag (he rain intens} 
Ned, Behincl him, an the field 
awarmecl chaotically through the 
twisling streets, the Willlams- 
Renaulta hııd failed even to meet 
the aecondary challenges. 

‘The Jordans of Glancarlo 
Fisichella and Ralf Schumacher 
took awift advantage, holding 
gecond and third places while 
Frentzen and Villeneuve fell to 

‘seventh ancl elghth behind the ` 
fast-rising Barrichello, thé 
Sauber of Johnny Herbert, and .: 
the Prost of Olivier e a 

Realising their mistake, 


Willams drivers made swift: ott 


'atopa to change to wet-weather . 
tyres, but Villeneuve gave UP 
after 17 lapa with a damaged ' . 
suapenşion and his German. 


team-mate fumbled around vin! vii, 8 


lap 40, when he drove lptû thê .. 


barrier atthe chiçane.. ا‎ 


‘The two Arrows.car of Pedro, 
„Diniz and Damon Hill had no, 
better forbune. Ont was unablé, 


'to start and the other falled o. ' ا‎ 
"finldh. E 


e of the heap .. . Leicesters captain Martin. Johnagn, dominant in 
the alr on Saturday, goars to win this line-out ball 


PHOT: TOM JENFINS 


Sale, though disappointecl, will be 
dangerous [loaters in the Premier- 
ship, having defeated such major in- 
vestor clubs as Bath, Harlequins 
and Saracens this year, It is a 
measure of their professionalism 
that in only three weeks’ tine they 
will resume training for the new 


director of coaching, He will use 
some of the £2.5 million the club 
have altractecl from City sources to 
contract his besl young players, 
some of whom are being tappecl up 
by rival clubs, ancl to recruit a cuu- 
ple of senior professionals (run 


Mitchell at No § was the mainstay 
of Sale's challenge in lhe loose, 
which was powerful enough to force 
Leicester to (lefend their line for 
minules on end yet lucked lhe 
cohesion Lo fashion a shurtrange 


“We, too, will have aspirations to 
win things,” said John Mitchell, the 


2 


Circles Ine French one In thê 


a 


Succeeded In having a word 

with the Spanish 9... 
. . after Ihe communily rose up 

agalnst wickedness (5) 

Being offensive in writing? (9) 

Butler followed around a bitter 


"It was terrible Ihat û game of 
such imporlance only achitvecl a 
score of 9-3 on penalties," 
Mitchell. "IT came close lo being yel- 
lowcardlecl for cxpressing my Con- 
cerns about the ruck-ball situation 
lo lhe referee bu | (elt I had lu keep 


> 


~ı 0a 


Sound entertained in good 

For the momen Leicester can 
savour their fiflh cup friunph im 10 
finals since 1978, After u cumpuigi 
that threatened lo run off the rails 
er wus rently 
relieved that .his bold stewardship 
hatl been vindleatecl with tangrible 


ت 


In a way tiny 9 almost made a 


13 How sad that hearlless Matihew 
has a fracture (4,1,5) 
16 A.feminist, nat the monarch, wil 


18 Jams follow sauce made up for 

“We lıave to survive on thé basis 
of our own proclict and our own 
efforts," he said, “We depend [finan- 
cially] on people coming through 
the gate nt Welford Road." 

It remains to be seen whether 
. Leicester's pride of six Lions can 
pick up their weary limba for the 
, fresh challenge of a 13-matclı tour of 
, South Africa, No doubt they will 
keep their ‘fingers , crossed that 
Stransky, who kicked the crucial 
,. penalty goals in the 13th, 38th and 
‘Oth minutes, will be overlooked by 
the Springbok selectors for thie 


No such luck for Sale at Twitken- 
ham. They could only stand and 
stare at the work of. qn ace marks- 


„, ® Melrose defeated Boroughmuir 
. 31-23 in.the Scottish Rugby Union 
Tennents. Scottish Cup. final . at' 
Murrayfield. Rowen Shepherd. was, 
` Melrose's hero, scaring all but five 
of his side's pelts, including a hat 


8) 
17, 26, 24 Cheap steel part, put Out 
to throw a spanner İn the works 


4) 
19 Sûraped a brief 9 with Itile 
aducati 
20 Brat without Ines will be Inclined 


23 Sometimes ا‎ lg the sattilng 


| Tat wesla solutlon. 
[SMAIRTISAIR) 


gumane 
EIR 


40 SPORT 


Rugby Unlon Pllkington Cup final; Leicester 9 Sale 3 


Tigers hunting for 
big-game talent 


clear the ball away from the rucks 
and create movement, but it waa a 
very tense occasion and getting a 
hand on the opposition's ball is an 
important part of the game," said 
Dwyer, who was in no mood to 
apologise for the limited entertain- 
ment on offer to the 75,000 crowd. 
“People have to get entertainment 
irom the players’ efforts to win the 
game. You have to give marks for 
defence antl applaud the superb 
tackles several players kept putting 


in, 
Sympathy for Sale, whose posi i 


tive attempts to move the ball mer 
ited at least one try in their first 
final, has to be tempered by the 
harsh fact that on the day the Tigers 
were more sireetwise and CON- 
pqsed than the Cheshire side, Cup 
winners also need a touch of luck, 
something the Sale fly-half Simon 
Mannix could have done with when 
a penalty and a drop-goal attempt hit 
the woodwork in rapid succession, 

Sale's potential match-winners, 
Dewi Morris and Jim Mallinder, 
who both enjoy driving forward ball 
in hand, were never allowed to get 
out of second gear, often losing vital 
seconds as Lelcester hampered te- 
Tense on the Sale side. 

“Referees in the northern lıemi- 
sphere have a different interpreta- 
tion of the ruck-ball law" sald 
Mannix, a New Zealander, “which 
means you won't get games with 10 
or 12 tries such as you tend to see in 
the Super 12 competition.” 


` with measura. That's beltarl’ (1) 
2 Continental song that told a 


22 Being fickle, so meny French, 
follow popular Tories (10) 
25 Miserable, In golng lo fell a trea 
that makes a fne display 4 14 
26 See 17 
27 He and sha at fault tq cB He! 
sword (7) 


28 Fellows taking part in dreadful ` 
deed made an 18 (7) 


Down. 


1 ınllaly Edward frst poesd a 
riddle (6) . . 
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Robert Armstrong 
at Twlokenham 


NDRE JOUBERT, the 

South Africa fullback, and 

Abdel Benazzi, flanker and 
captain of France, head Leicester's 
shopping list for their campaigns in 
Europe and at home next season. 
The Tigers will move swiftly to 
strengthen their battle-weary squad 
alter securing the consolalion prize 
of the Pilkington Cup here in an 
errorstrewn, Iry-leas final, 

„Bob Dwyer, their director of 
rugby, belleves the major trophies 
will be within their grasp when they 
recruit a couple of top-quality inter- 
nationals to join Joel Stransky, the 
Springbok. goalkicker whose three 
penalties left Sale empty-handed. 

Leicester's Lions, Martin John- 
son, Wil Greenwood and Austin 
Healey, were among the home- 
grown stars who had helped to 
make the Tigers the “most success- 
ful side in England over a long 
period", according to Dwyer, ancl 
certainly they were essential parts 
of a rock-solid defence bolstered for 

the final nerve-racking 15 minutes 
by Dean Richards. 

The great ınan, who replacecl 
John Wells, reorganised the pack to 
such goocl effect that it cleslroyed 
Sale's capacity fo win quick usable 
ball, and it was fitting that Johnson, 
the captain, asked Richards to lead 
the team up to receive the cup. 

“It was difficult for both sides to 


Cryptic crossword by Plodge 


1 Spills out the Itallan around cold 
lounges (7) 

5 In boy scouts, to admit being 
posh ls a nightmarel (7) 

9 Ovar endless row about football 
result (5) 

10 Directions for. designing certain 

9 


9 
171 Raised tracks go off course in 
race to 9 (10) 
12 During call, circuit tailed to close 


(4) 2 

14 Flower, single bloomer, came up 
after an hour {7,4). 

1 8 Prodigal, without Identity. but 


IMIERNATORAE NEWS 3 


The Week 


RESIDENT Clinton set US 

medical scientiats the goni of 
developing arı Aida vaccine by 
2007. He announced that a spe- 
cial research centre would be 
established and sald that the 
vaccine should be “first grent 
triumph” of the 21st century. 

Vaccine fear, page 25 


HE number of 1llegal Immi- 

grants deported from the US 
rose again in the first three 
months of this year, to 40,822, 
in a trend that began six months 
ago when the Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service received 
more funds and greater powers. 


OUTH Africa's National 

Party sald it would no longer 
co-operate with the Truth and 
Reconcillation Commiasion, 
saying the panel was biased 
against It. 


OUTH Korean prosecutors 

arrested President Kim 
Young-sam’s son, Kim Hyun- 
chul, on charges of accepting 
bribes and illicit political funda, 
and influence-peddling- 
Washington Post, page 15 


UNDREDS of people were 

reported dead in a cyclone 
that battered coastal areas of 
Bangladeah and triggered a 
nationwide disaster alert. 


HANOI court sentenced 

eight Vietnamcse, including 
police and border guards, to 
death by firing squad for drug 
trafficking. 


T HE northern Afghan milita 
leader, Abdul Rashid 
Dostam, lost control of Faryab 
province to mutincera who 
Jolned forces with the rival 
Taliban ınilitla. 


FD RESIDENT Cliriton rencwed 
China'’a most favourecl'ha- 
toh tradê atatua, but it has yet ` 
to be' fos by Coigresa, ا‎ 
1 


85 RIFAIN' and: thé US havo’ 
"tHeir' Wdlght, behind’ 

Î Mary Rbbinadh, thé It lah prebli’ ! 

dent, wha lë thie front fı né tb | 

become thie néxt UN High ' ' 

Ce midêloner for Refugees, 


M ARATHON talks hetitêdn ' 
pûlitital partlds alee 
havêè' failed to:pı iment 
n roji rules f fir 


PHOTOGRAPH: DAVID QUTTENFELDER 


hoisted and television was swiftly 
back on air, blaring out an unfamil 
iar national anthem, But much more 
of Mobutuism still remains to be 
erased. 

Some rebels had their own way of 
trying it. Three men marched a for- 
lorn Mobutu soldler into bushes 
next to the river bark. There wags 
one shot and they emerged carry- 
ing the victim’s boots. In other areas 
civilians sought retribution. 

South Africa Immediately recog- 
nised the new regime, as did 
Rwanda and Burundi which backed 
the rebel force. Britain has also 
recognised it and the former 
Zairean embassy in London is fying 
the new flag. 


Kinshasa 


celebrates 


Continued from page 1 
: made their way towards (he Congo | 
river in the hope of finding a boat 1 to 


. Brazzaville, Some’ soldiers hijacked: | 


Jubilant youths on the streeta of the capital last weekend 


The victorious rebels consoli- 
dated their hold on Kinshasa by 
pouring in thousands more troops. 
Hundreds marched into the luxury 
Gombe district to roars of approval 
from some of Kinshasa's élite, The 
young rebels in wellington boots 
and rubber sandals were exhausted. 
They asked for water and food. 

In the city centre groups of young 
people sporting white headbands 
jogged behind the conquerors, 
chanting “Liberation, Kabila, 
Congo”. 

Word spread that Mr Mobutu 
had finally fled for Morocco, With 
him went the name Zaire and other 
trappings. The new flag — gold 
stars on a blue background — was 


Sporadic killings continued 
throughout the weekend as some of 
Kînshasa's residents, and some 
rebels, took vengeance on 32 years 
of dictatorship by striking at those 
who had served the ousted regime. 
Looters moved in on the Mobutu 
famliy’s property. Rebels stood by 
and smiled. Other civillans looted 
the former élite's food stores and 
homes. 

But although Red Cross workers 
who collected bodies from various 
shoot-outs last Saturday night gave 
a provisional death toll of at least 
200, most Kinshasans celebrated 
the largely peaceful fall of the capi- 
2 ا‎ the eradication of the old 


. veliicles to make their getaway. 
A long double columri of presi- 


` dential guard soldiers walked dis- 


consolately! to awalt surrender. | 


. Officérs ‘moved their families into | 


the Intercontinental Hotel while 
they arranged boats. Then they re- | 
turned, threw off their uniforms, 
bundled thêlr 'wives and children 
into any available. transport, and 
took off for the rivér. 

Women dripping İn gold jewellery | 
~~ the mark of those who have | 
grown rich on Mr Mobutu's coat-tails 
— were hustled through the lobby 
and İnto cars. One woman wept ur 
controllably, perhaps in fear of the 
immediate danger, perhaps because 
she might never return to the coun- 
try which has treated her well at the’ 
expense of so many others. 

Mr Mobutu's son Kongolo 
claimed to take charge of the army 
after Gen Mahele's assassination. 
Nicknamed Saddar Hussein in 
Zaire for his ruthlessness, Kongolo 
promised that there would be no re- 
sistance, and promptly arranged his 
own getaway. He, too, retreated to 
the Intercontinental, surrounded by 
dozens of bodyguards to await a 
boat across the Congo river. By last 
Saturday afternoon he was in Braz- 
zaville. All he left behind were his 
fleet of luxury cars, riddled with bul- 
lets and stripped. 


Moscow and Nato look to arms cuts 


without breaching relatlons with 
Moscow. : 

Polish officlals and commenta- 
tors sald the main obstacle to 
Poland's smooth admission to Nato 
lad been removed, 

President Emil Constantinescu of 
Romania said he was satisfied, and 
Hungarian officials said the central 
Euitopearik were thé ‘real winners. 

The’ Germian çhantellor, Helmut 
Kohl, and Mr Yeltsin’ distussed the 
patt by' telephone’ dnd agrêed ‘East 
and West had redthed 4: satisfactory 
accomodation: 

@ Mr Yeltsin gave himself, his min- 


folk a a pen gover‏ ا 


; ment. The catch is' that it 1 bê 
| President Yeltsin who decidéës 


whethér' to' ‘make thie’ infotmatlon | 


| publlé: 2 ا‎ 
٣ Martin Welker, page 6 


to he whilê Cea economy, and 


their pürpodê is tû benefit the e 
all a whole di a emergency. , 
„. Although European; Union’ rulê 


ing thls ا‎ budge E below | 
the 3 per cent or 0 
ship ‘of Economic! aid ' Mı 

Unlod (EMU); it could in t0 kec 
Getmady’ş: bublic debt bêlûw ‘the 


'| .efutiafflgure O6 'per cent pf tosh 


domestic prodüct. 


2 0 ¢ teat create aap 


les to Ê 
Kolê i dête AO" i ` 4ك‎ 


sould ‘be Jabiiched Rêl 


JAiiuary' 1," 1999, éveh'1f E 


criteria have to bé full 


veto ûver which countries join Nato. 
It now seems certain that the first 
countries to join in 1999 will be 
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public, although Slovenia may be 
included, not least because it will 
provide a common land frontier be- 
tween Nato ind Hungary. 

The day-to-day management of 
the new council‘will be the joint 


' respousibility of the Nato secretary- | 
: general, the Russian ambassador to 


Nato and ã rêprtseritalive öf the 


. country ‘holding' the rotating’ presi 


dency of the Nato council. 

İn the long term the hêw partner- 
slip with Russia — combined with 
the growing’ secuflty role of the Or- 
ganisation for Security and Co-oper- 
atiûn In Europe (OSCE) ‘and ‘thê 
European Uinln's defence arth, ‘the 
Western European" Union i will 
significantly change the allante,' 

President Vaclav Havel of the 
Czech’ ‘Republic, ‘welcomed the 
agreeîient as 4' "success" which 
| would’ usher Pragie into Nato 


| notlés س‎ 
cused Mr Waigel king tHe 
books gnd' clairhëd ' thal fe gùld 
plan was unconstitutional. ا‎ 

“Tf any private company manipu- 
lates pros it lose" e confider 
of the banks ghd its' ire o 
through: tHe floor. This i ia ho differ- 
ent,” he sald, ' 7 

Despite Mr Waigel's Insistehdé 
that he hg’ ho hê 

thé gold réséfî 


made the largest concessions. Nato 


assured the Russian government 
that it has no intention of stationing 
ıquclear weapons or large concentra- 
tions of foreign troops on the soil of 
the candidate countries —~ notably 
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public. But all three will be helped 
to invest in thelr nıilitary infrastruc- 


. ture so that Nato troops cani react to 
any future crisis. 


The extent of the military rein- 


. forcement of the new Nato states 
gq | will depend on negotiationë to’ se- 


cure far-reaching reductions in the 


; conventional forces of Russia and a 


potentially expanded Nato. 
Moreovêr thé West now accepts 


cuta in Rusşia's favour tb cûrrect the 


' present imbalance favouring NAto, 


Urider a new carter council, 


Î Rüssla will bë consulted on a rage 


of security issues for the first time 
and will jolrr Nato military ¢ ¢onimand 


; ih êrisia situdtions. 


Bi the: Kremlin will, nof fiavê iy. 


of the ıê Butieslad; Mir Walgel | 


: Gerinaiy’s record unemiploymedt of 


4.3 millon for a fali intevetıties tia 
will: leave a DM18 ES .5 bil 
Hon) gap in this year's t : 
Newspapers 7 uslially friendly fo 0 

the government joined ecohorm 
experts and bpposition politiciaië iri 
expressing anger at 2 gold revalui- 
atid plan aiid the government's de. 
a to cash’ in'somêof its 70 pê 
ceiit’ stake’ ia “Deutachie 'Telekûrh; 


despifê a ‘prtoiilibe not' to elli any bi . by' thay’ G 


the sharëg hefore 2000. 
WilHelm ‘Hankel; ‘4’ cute 


eng ex, 
pert andl'fotmef’ advlsér'tb’thê ecb | 


John Palmer In Strasbourg, 
lan Black In London 
and lan Traynor in Bonn 


ATO and Russia plan to ne- 
gotiate big reductions in 

their. conventional arsenals 
in Turope as part of an agreement 
reached in Moscow last week which 
opens the way to a staged expansion 
of the alliante to former communist 


As teitral European leaders 
volcéd ‘relief at ‘igreement, on 
Nato-Russia charter’ Nato‘diplorriats 
sald that attention’ would now ‘shift 
to finalising ” the’ candidates for 


membership, 10 be named ata sui 
: ; the ı need for asymmetrical arnis 


| mitin Madrid in July. ' 

‘The American and Russlan presi 
dents, Bill Clinton and Boris Yeltsin, | 
are to attend the formal charter |: 
signing ceremony in Paris next 
week, and will bê Joined by Tony 
Blair and other’ alliance heads of 
government: ' 


ki clêar' that Russla, not Nalo; | 


EOS 
Denis tint hh Bo. 


(G ERMANYS ‘finance minister, 
Theo Walgel, o appûst 
tlon calls ‘for his resigriatlon 2 
week as public outrage gréw al 
e to Tevalué Bundesbank gold 
š i an éffort to plûg ã gap 
i lokê İi püblicfinancês. 
ا‎ of hationat teleéomtnur 


wêrê Alsû dis 

i by ا‎ genet in ita ire 

creasingly, dé priate ice fo ually 
for thiè' ake Elfopean currêney. 

Addr an emergeliiy stséiori 


ا 
AOMI WOLF'S Promiscuities‏ 


vo sê No2! NF 


Brlefly 


A; A voluuteer letter writer for 
Amnesly International, 1 am 
aware of soıme of lle atrocities com. 
mitlecl against journalists in various 
oppressive regimes. 

But suppose a snıall country, a 
democracy, has no mass media out- 
let that is not controlled by buses 
interests determined to ignore the 
existence of opposing lg viewpoints, 
parading the opinions of business 
over and over again? As A j Liebling 
has said, “Freedom of the press is 
limited to those who own one”, [ 
fear that in too many cages the pur 
pose of journalism is not to inlorm 
the public but, rather, to generate 
advertising revenue. 
Lois Griffiths, 
Christchurch, New Zealand 


U omitted to mention the 
benefits of sickle cell anaemia 
(Blood brothers apart, May 18), The 
reason it is so prevalent among peo 
ple in tropical countries is that ihe 
gene provides protection agaist 
malaria. This is a practical example 
of Darwinian survival of the fittest. 
One-third of the population of 
Nigeria has the sickle cell gene pre 
cisely because it enabled them lo 
survive childhood without suc 
cumbing to malaria. 
(Dr) Martin Price, 
Dinas Powys, Wales 


(Writer who put sex back inlo 
feminism, May 4) shoukl be required 
reading for all leachers 
for sex eclucation, bul particularly 50 
with children of primar y-schaol age. 
As long as female fertility is taught in 
a coy andl senui-secretive manner DY 
sehoul nurses and from a r 
perspeclive, we cannot hope 
equalily uf responsibility. Women 
will continue to be perceived a9 a 
means {0 service men's sexual 
und will not be encouraged lo karn 
how lo achieve sexual pleasure. 
Elizabeth M Corrigan, 

Sollom, Lancashire 


II.LIAM langue links hell be 
able lo “bond” witli voters 1 
the Norilı because he wernt to 4 cof 
prehensive school here, I don't f 
call any smarımy, spolly Tory kids 
like Hague al my northern compre 
hensive. Come to link of it, here 
was one, but çveryonc hated ie. 
John Hudson, 
London 4 
ت‎ 
WAS very pleased {o red hé 
/ thorough and thoughtful 1 کا‎ o 
‘my book on Noam CI a 
„4). Allow me to note, howeyer, 
„the film Manufacturing 


‘was inadvertently attributed tû mê |. 


rather than to İts producers, 
ıAchbar and Peter Wintonick . . 

` Robert F Barsky, ا‎ 
University of Western Ontario, 
London, Ontario, Canada . 
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After-effects 
of empire 


E Ian Black's article, “Remnants 

of British Empire demand full 
citizen rights” (May 4), I back their 
legilimate request 100 per cent, 
Britain is the only country in the 
world that discriminates on types of 
citizenship. 

In St Martin, a half-French, half 
Dutch Caribbean island, the people 
on the French side are fully French 
and on the Dutch side fully Dutch, 
This gives them the right to live and 
work in any European Union nation, 

Afew miles ofî St Martin lies the 
British island of Anguilla. On the Hit- 
tle boat that takes you across, I was 
sitting next to an Anguillan. His 
passport said “British Passport — 
Anguilla". He told me he needed an 
entry certificate to go to the UK. His 
neighbours in St Martin, albeit not 
British, may settle freely in the UK. 

Is Tony Blair going to do anything 
about this injustice? I hope go. 

Alain Hernt, 
Andresy, France 


ERTRUDE HIMMELFARB ends 

her review of a book on decline 
in Western history with “the per- 
spective of two centuries of its rise 
and endurance" (Doom and gloom 
merchants’ crescendo of despair, 
May 4). This time span has special 
interest to white Australians, who 
tend to think of England as being 
the main actor in Western history 
over most of that period. 

Some 200 years ago English soci- 
ety was corrupt, with a high crime 
rate filling its jalls and prison hulks, 
where some of our forebears waite 
for their passage here. Some 100 
years ago it was famous for its law 
and order, for the probity of ils 
politicians, civil servants and busi 
nesamen. Today it is a corrupt socl- 
ety, setting up prison ships again. 

In the past 20 years ınuch of the 
rise in egalitarianism aııd civilisation 
has been largely reversed, and nek 
ther New Labour nor anyone else is 
likely to change this process, 

IT Wearue, 
Fremanile, Australia 


Answer to a 
burning question 
UR editorial on tlhe, tobacco in- 
dustry Smoking oul the true lia- 


. bility, May 11) rightly, points qut {hal 
costs of past. damage must fall 


squarely on the industry. itself. And 


you.are.right that it İs more impor- 
tant to seek ways of protecting futyre. 
1jl ould from tobacço addiction. 

J would help enormously lf one. 
of the strangest international nom 
aliea were eliminated. International 
travellers are allowed to import 200 
cigarettes duty free into their coun- 
try of destination. Such allowances 
send all the wrong signals and pro- 
vide the tobacco „industry, ¥ 
;portant, mprketing, Qpportunitie: 

eyery international front, : 


..Thiş, all 1 
1e on 0 


1, 
.which covers Şuçh matters a pase 


.ports, vigas, tourism, and duty-free , 
allowançesg,. 
:country to. unilaterally, 

‘that the tobatco industry ig 
'its product's addictive and e 
fects, the signatories : 0: 
: Convention , should. 


tional Atomic Energy Agency held a 
conference to discuss the Oklo nat- 
ural fission reactors that operated in 
Africa millions of years ago. These 
natural reactors produced the same 
kinds of wastes as do the man-nıade 
reactors today, and slıut themselves 
down safely when they had used up 
their uranium fuel, 

The problem of nuclear waste 
management is one of public percep- 
tons, and the contributions of Moss 
Cass are not likely to assist in mak- 
İng the decisions tlıat are needed. 
AR Burge, 

Victoria, BC, Canada 


Money listens 
and learns 


T WAS with intense annoyance 

that I read the article “Expat par- 
ents pin hopes on Labour" (May 11) 
documenting the hopes of Anglo- 
phone private schools in Europe for 
financial support {rom the new 
British government. 

As an expatriate whose vote 
helped to get Labour elected, and 
whose daughter is currently doing 
just fine in the Swiss state school sys- 
tem, I sincerely hope that they are 
whistling in the wind. Subsidies for 
schools teaching in thelr languages 
from the French, German, Japanese 
and other governments have a clear 
rationale, În most countries non- 
Anglophone foreign communities 
have difficulties in maintaining thelr 
culture and language. Anglophone 
culture, on the other hand, is flood- 
ing the world, and English-language 
schools need no subsidies because 
they are filled with the children of 
nor-Anglophone parents who want 
their children to have the advantages 
of fluent English. 

British expatriates experience dif- 
ficulties in Europe, not because 
their children cannot gain access to 
British culture, but because of their 
own generally appalling level of 
achievement in any language other 
than their own. The best thing that 
they can do for their children in Eu- 
rope is to send them to their local 
state school. 

If the Labour government ıneans 


.| what it says about prioritising “edur , 


cation, education and, education", 
then its. priority must be to end, 
` Britain's uniquely divisive system in 
ıwhich the affluent buy their way out 
,of state education. lt must punıp re- 
‘sources into innerclly schools in 
, Britain, which really need them, not 
‘into subsldising the export of élltiem. 
(Dr) Tom Smith, 

„ Basel, Switzerland 


¥9 UR article "University intake, 
tilted toward rich" (April 27) at 
least makes the Implication that 
money is the key to obtaining g ter- 
tiary education. Those that have it, 
get it for their children, and those 
that do not, cannot, 

It was just this fallacy that drove 
` the Whitlam government in Australia 
to remove fees İn the 19708 at a fime. 
.when there, was a disproportionate 
representation qf.the welltolo post 
‘codes at Melbourne university. 

Thé fact that this had no effect on. 
enrolments made the prevİously une 


considered anid unpalatable, alterna-. 


tiye viable — that a section of the 
population does not regard tertiary 
education as desirable. ‘The .real 


TTERS TO THE EDITOR 


een land where cars 
pfövide no free rides 


developed countries and is now be- 
guiling developing countries with the 
“promise” of cars for all, thanks to 
the new “free" market conventions. 

Providing each citizen with road 
space for a privately financed indi 
vidual car İs no doubt a cheap and 
relatively quick short-term solution 
to developing countries' transport 
problems. However, for govern- 
ments with tlıe courage and inde- 
pendence to plan for the long term 
and incorporate environmental ob- 
jectives into their planning, it may 
sil] not be too late to leap-frog 
directly to a more balanced stage of 
development (assuming they can 
enlist the support of such congserva- 
tive financial institutions as the 
World Bank). In this way they could 
avoid our mistake of not just design- 
ing the car into our lives, but design- 
ing our lives into the car. 

This is no pipe-dream, as can be 
seen from the exemplary public 
transport system of the city of 
Curitiba, in Brazil. Let us hope that 
national and local governments in. 
developed countries, too, soon 
begin to ciisplay an independence of 
mind that may enable their citizens 
to say once more, “We run a Car”, 
rather than “The car runs us", 

Nigel Lindup, 
Santiago, Chile 


AM surprised that a former Aus- 

iralian minister of the environ- 
ment would be go ill-informed as to 
perpetuate the myth that "nature 
cannot manage nuclear waşte", [8 
he not aware that so-called nuclear 
waste İs a natural product of a physi- 
cal process which has taken place 
on earth long before man appeared? 
The facts were well documentedl as 
long ago as 1977, when the Interna- 


T IS not only the British who 

"regard anyone who does not 
have a car as some sort of deviant” 
{Green homes for people without 
cars, April 27). Similar attitudes pre- 
yall everywhere. The private pos- 
session and use of a car is regarded 
as a basic freedom or even a “right”, 
Yet the untrammelled exercise of 
that “right” is one of the reasors we 
now find ourselves living, in former 
Australan environment minister 
Moss Cass's telling phrase, “on an 
alien planet" (April 20). 

Politically explosive though the 

issue may be, the only way to deter 
planners and architects from auto- 
matically designing the car into 
their schemes is through public 
policies favouring initiatives that de- 
liberately design it out. Research re- 
cently published by the United 
Natlons Economic Comniission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
(Eclac}) shows that the mere exis- 
tence of alternatives, in the form of 
public transport networks, does not 
entice drivers away from their cars, 
During the rush hour in the Chilean 
capital, Santiago, the number of car 
journeys per km that take place in 
the vicinity of the metro linea far 
exceeds the number that take place 
in greater Santiago as a whole. 

A similar pattern has been ob- 
served in many of the world’s most 
populous cities, where congestion 
has worsened even as public trans- 
port has expanded. The inescapable 
conclusion is that only the introduc- 
tion of restrictione on car use and 
parking, as a complement to public 
transport policy, will make drivers: 
turn to the alternatives. 

The global triumvirate of car 
manufacturers, road builders and oil 
companies has actively sought the 
demise of public transport in some 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 


other huge faux pas by refusing to be | ‘of outgoing President Alt Hashemi 


Rafsanjani, vice-president. 

® Prospects for a long freeze in 
high-level relations between Europe 
and Tehran rose last weekend when 
Iran's foreign minister insisted Ger- 
many “rectify” a recent decision by 
„a Berlin court accusing Iran's most 
' senior officials of authorising the 
murder of four dissidents. 

‘What happened in that court wns 
not ã legal procedure but something 
political. It is not defensible and they 
must correct it," Ali Akbar Velayati 
told a Tehran news conference. 

His words suggest no German 
ambassador will be allowed in Tel- 
ran unless the court's verdict İ5 re- 
versed, which could mean a long 
period in which several European 
Union countrles, having withdrawn 
their ambassadors in April, keep 
them out in solidarity with Germany. 


interviewed by Iran's most influential 
women's magazine, Zanan (Woman). 
‘The magazine had asked him 
whether he would agree to appoint a 
woman minister in his government, 
and how he saw the status of women 
in politics and society. Sources say 
he refused to answer because Zanan |; 
had recently used a portrait of aã' |: 
veiled woman on its cover. 

Mr Nouri’s main rival, Ayatollah 
Khatemi has, in contrast, made 
women's rights central to his plat 
form. He is backed by liberals and in- 
tellectuals for his support for greater 
freedom of speech and he has 
promised to appoint a woman to hiš 
Cabinet. Western diplomats in 
Tehran say there is speculation that, 
if Ayatollah Khatemi succeeds, he 
will make Jran's most ' influential 


The new determined mood of the 
Islamic feminists has thrown the 
leading clerics into confusion. Last. 
week the rnan tipped to succeed in 
the presidential election, the con- 
servalive hardline cleric and parlia- 
mentary speaker, Nateq Nouri, 
appeared to have lost the all-- | 
important women's vote. 

“Nouri will put us into cladors and 
take the revolution back to its early 
radical days," sald a middle-class 
wonıan activist. “Not just women, but 
the whole country wil go back- 
wards. He will be a disaster.” 

The cleric has alienated many 
women by promising a more rigor- 
ous enforcement of female dress 
codes. Last week he committed an- 


Women's rights to fore in Iran poll 


forced by a statement from the coun- 
cil's secretary, Hassan ‘Ganj, that in 
his view Islam . barred women from 
running for presidential ûffice. 

Since the Islamic revolution 18 
years ago, women loyal to the re- 
gime have been working behind the 
scenes to modernise its attitude. 
These quiet efforts have coincided 
with a growing number of women 
making it into parliament and top of 
ficial posts, In recent months, women 
have secured jobs as a deputy minis- 
ter, as a district mayor in Tehran 
and as a senior diplomat overseas. 

Now women are determined to 
use their vote to choose presidential 
candidates sympathetic to women's 
rights. In short, it is pay-back time. 
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Kathy Ëvans In Tehran 


HIS IS a difficult time to be a 
woman of political ambition in 

Iran. As the country prepares 
to go to the polls on Friday to elect a 
new president, the status and rights 
of women have emerged as one of 
the main campaign issues. 

Last week, the Council of 
Guardians, which vets candidates for 
their commitment to total obedience 
to the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah 
Khamenei, took the unpopular deci- 
sion to reject all of the nine women 
candidates. No reason was given, but 
many believe their applications were 
thrown out simply because they 
were women. That view was tel- 
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Turkish troops attack 
Kurds in northern Iraq 


PKK Kurds wut of a key northern 
cily in a bitter selling of scores, an 
Iraqi opposition group said on Mon- 
(lay, A spokesman fur tlhe Iraqi Na- 
tional Congress said that the KDP 
had overrun all six offices of the 
PKKin Irbil and execuled prisoners. 
Journalists have been barred 
from the region by Turkish troops 


new 


and the KDP. 
Baghdad condemned “this 


‘Turkish military aggression against 
the sovereignly of Iraq and Its terri- 


and called on 


torial integrily” 


Chrls Nuttall in Ankara 
and Agencles 


EE arnıed forces have 


killed nearly 1,000 Kurdish 

separatists during an Incur- 
slon into northern Iraq that began 
last week, the state-run Anatolia 
news agency reported. 

It quoted military sources as say- 
ing that 998 guerrillas of the Kurdis- 
tan Workers’ Party (PKK) had been 
killed and 141 captured. 

The military sources gave no de- 


tails of troop casualties, but ssid 12 woman, Fiza Rafsanjani, daughter 


soldiers had been killed last Satur- 
day. The pro-Kurdish MED-TV said 
more than 30 Turkish soldiers had 
been killed in fighting with the 
rebels, 

‘The thousands of Turkish troops 
backed by tanks, plauıes and, heli- 


Ankara to “wilhdraw its invading 
troops from insicle Iraqi territory 
inmecliately". 

Western diploınats in the Turkish 
capital were sceptical of the govern 
ment's claims of limitecl support for 
a KDP operation. One described the 
KDP's involvement as a “Iig leaf" of 


Irish PM 
puts faith in 


Foreign ministe' Al atas addresses an selection rally in Jakarta . PHOTOGRAPH: UGTA ZAKARA 


If you live abroad, there's no 


BETTER 


Celtic tiger 


HE Irish Republic's general 
election campaign got under 
way last week, when the prime min- 
ister, John Bruton, asked President 
Mary Robinson to dissolve parlia- 


parly, is gambling on going to the 


cover for a Turkish offensive. 


There had been no serious 
clashes between the KDP and the 


lied briefly with President Saddanı 
Hussein's forces in August 1o oust a 
rival Iraqi Kurdish factiun, the Patri- 
olic Uniun of Kurdistan (PUK), 


fawltional fighting before il ceasefire. 


copter gunships poured into north- 
ern Iraq in a combined operation 
with an Iraqi Kurdish faction against 


nounced that peshmerga guerrillas 
of the Kurdistan Deınocratic Party 
(KDP) had launched an operation 
against (he PKK, which has been 


"After a request from the KDP for 


ers drove into a district of the capital 
dominated by backers of the 
Muslim-oriented United Develop- 
ment Party (PPP) and challenged 


throwing crowd of several thousand 


Indonesia braced for election clashes 


Niok Cumming-BrUce polls that have returned the tuling | police intervened last weekend to | Turkish Kurdish separatist fighters. | PKKin the region since five months David Sharrock 
in Jakarta . party, Golkar, for the past 30 years. | halt clashes when Golkar support- The ‘Turkish foreign ministry an- | of [ighling in 05. The KDP had al 


The authorities have further im- 
proved the odds for Golkar by im- 
posing unprecedented restrictions 
on campaigning, in response to re- 


halt big rallies and parades in the | cent outbursts of ethnic and reli- | residents to pull down PPP posters. | fightin i 1 i 

1 . ıg for an independent state or | Irom the regiunal capital, Irbil. That . 
hope of averting further violence be- | gious violeııce around Indonesia, Troops earlier fired teargas and | autonomy in OU REE Turkey | led to Aiea bo ntbingg raids on ment and name June 6 as polling day. 
fore the May 29 general election. The constraints have kept cam- | rubber bullets to disperse a stone- | since 1984. southern Iraq anl 1wo months of Mr Bruton, lender of the Fine Gael 


paigning subdued for the most part, 


NDONESIAN security forces were 
preparing for trouble this week dé- 
spite an attempt by party leaders to 


Rallies were stopped after a rash 


of violent lugidents sh showed political | Jakarta-based observers say. Most | PPP supporters angered by a pol ‘Turki T ‘rkî lis five monllıs earlier than neces 
police | help, the Turkish arıned forces have | Tens uf (hotsands of Turkish P ا‎ : 
tempers flaring In the run-up to the | of the 70 people who have died in | decision to prevent thelr marching bien providing air and artillery sup- | troops had been on the sary by associating himself with the h O mM @ fo ۲ O0 U ۲ SaAaVI 1 S. 
vote. ‘The .three parties contesting | the rur-up lave been killed in traffic | down a street previously open to | port and Turkish troops have entered | border with Iraq for nearly a month. economic miracle of the Cellic Tiger. 
the elections have agreed that on | accidents, and only a few in fighting. | Golkar, Several incidents of violence | northern Iraq,” said a foreign min- | But the military insisted they , le became taoiseach {prime min- 
each day they will campaign in dif Î  Butsupporters ofthe three parties | were reported in other big cities on | istry spokesman, Sermet Atacanl. | wanted to prevent PKK infiliration ier 28 months ale oroing Ihe 
ferent parts of the Muslim-majority | allowed to contest the election have | Java, the heartland of PPP support. | The defence minister, Turhan | rather than cross over. Every first threepariy conltlon following 
country from thelr rivals. flouted campaign regulations with ap- | Butthe violence is not expected to | Tayan, told a news conference that | spring, PKK guerrillas return from the collapse of the previous govern- 
But with electioneering reaching | parent impunity, Golkar’s opponents | have a bearing on the result of an | Turkey was giving what amounted | bases in northeru Iraq to resune ınent of Fianna Fail and Labour. 
a climax, it is unclear whether party | have taken advantage of openings to | election that Golkar haa already ex- | to “humanitarian aid” to the KDP (| {heir campaign in southeastern But his first electoral test as the . 
leaders can control spontaneous | vent what Indonesian analysts see | pressed its determination to win with | and, as şoon as the operation was | Turkey against he security forces. coıınlry’s leader and his bid to stay in Current gross p.a. rates of interest: 
demonstrations by supporters. as more open defiance of President | more than 70 per cent of the vote, over, the troops would pull out. Sources in the region said as many office may fail, polls indicate, All the 
Foreign comınentators have con- | Suharto than in previous electlons. The KDP, emboldened by the al- | as 50,000 Turkislı troops had crossed veye gt Wr Briton ad £1,000+ £5,000+ £10,000+ ` £20,000+ £50,000+ 
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Sudan aud Kenya share coınmon 
cause with Mobutu's Francophone 
allies: especially France's President 
Jacques Chirac. For France, the 
Zaire conflict was an unnıiligaled dis- 
aster. Paris falally underestimatetl 
the potential of the 1994 Rwanda wur 
to change Cenirnl Africa for ever. 
The overllhrow of Mobulu was 
overwhelmingly organised and 
achieved by a coalition of Africans 
not given to taklng ortlers from oul- 
side. The central issue now ig about 
how the new government in Ki- 
shasa can establish an effective Ce1t- 
tral authority and governing class lo 
rebulld the economy while ceding 
enough local control to malmain the 
support of Zaire's diverse peoples 
and their neighbours, —~ Observer 


Comment, page 12 
Washington Post, page 16 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 7 
Kinshasa holds key to peace in Africa 


liance Forces and the SPLA (helped 
by Asmara, Addis Ababa and Kat 
pala), follows the conlition pattern. 
Further south, Zimbabwe's Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe does not hile 
elther his distaste for Turabi's 
regime or his support for the SPLA. 
Military hardware nıoves north from 
South Africa through Zimbabwe to 
Uganda and beyond. Garang ancl 
Mandela met in the Transkei in De- 
cember, although Pretoria is publicly 
neutral in the Sudan conflict. 
Recently tempers flared between 
Khartoum and Pretoria over the infil- 
tration of Islamic militants, After 
Mobutu, Turabi's regime will be- 
come the most reviled İn all of Africa. 
Not far behind is General Sani 


Abacha's regime in Nigeria. The 
general's affinity for Miobutu, Moi 
and Turabi is evident from the fre- 
quent announcements of solidarity 
against “imperialist interference" 
and continuing assurance of mutual 
diplomatic support. 

Abaclla encouraged Mobutu's 
Francophone friends, notably Togo's 
President Gnassingbe Eyndema, to 
host a summit using the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity to halt the Ka- 
bila rebellion. But the summit failed 
miserably, Tenstons persist between 
Abuja and Pretoria. Abacha still 
smarts from Mandela's calls for his 
overthrow, following the hanging of 
Ken Saro-Wiwa in November 1995. 

On Zgire and other issues Nigeria, 


Africa has much to gain from 
change im Zalre, with plans to har- 
ness the power of the Inga dam to a 
pan-African electricity grid; its min- 
ing companies are well placed to ex- 
tract and process Zaire's minerals. 

KH the coalition behind Kabila 
gains from his successes, other 
powers — notably the authoritarian 
regimes in Kenya, Nigeria and 
Sudan — are losing. 

Long-time Mobutu ally President 
Daniel arap Moi appears isolated, 
discredited by failed mediation at- 
tempts and his government's pro- 
tectlon of Interahamwe militias. 

‘The war against Hassan el Turabi's 
National Islamic Front regime in 
Khartoum, waged by Sudan AF 


Patrick Smith 


HE SHAPE of Africa re- 
sembles a revolver,” 


“and Zaire ig the trigger.” More than 
30 years after Fanon's assessment, 
new fingers are on the trigger, but 
the analogy holds true. The future 
of Zaire ig the most important ques- 
tion for the continent since the end 
of apartheid in South Africa. 

Twice the size of France and Ger- 
many combined — and boasting 
nine neighbours — Zalre is Africa's 
third-largest state, An effective gov- 
ernment in Kinshasa could help re- 
build the national and regional 
economy. It is also the key to resol- 
ving conflicts in Rwanda, Burundi 
and Angola and could help stabilise 
shaky governments across 
Africa's midriff, Conversely, continu- 
ing economic decay and dictatorship 
would open the region's frail state 
system to more conflict and İinstabil 
ity, fanning the flames of rebellion 
across the Zaire river through 
Congo-Brazzaville up to West Africa. 

On balance, the future for Zaire 
and the region is brighter than it 
has been for three decades. The end 
of Mobutuism closes the curtain on 
a psychological and physical blight 
on Africa, all the better because il 
resulted from African endeavour 
andl was not puppeteered by lhe 
West, Yet the alrocilies meled oll te 
Rwandan refugees and to Zaireans 
in the east signal weakness ancl 
malevolence in Laurent Kabîlı's al- 
liance and reflect the regional rouls 
of its spectacular military success. 

llgandan, Rwandan ancl Angolan 
soldiers iı Kiıbila's Alliance uf Denıo- 
eral Forces for the Liberation of 
Cnnygu-Znire scarcely bothered to 
hide their military superiorily. This 
worries sone governmenls, Tle 
combined African 
unler Ugandu's Yuweri Muscveul, 
Rwancla's General Paul Kagiune ancl 
Angola's chief of staff, Generul Joie 
tle Matos, ix a forıniclable military nir 
chine thal, after Is success ln Zaire, 
might try ils renglh elsewhere. 

Museveni leads —~ bul docs not 
doniinale — the powerful coalition uf 
Afrin lenders behind Kabila, a 
group of excepliorally slrongpwillecl 
indivicluals lnstinetively disinclined to 
do anyone else's bickling. The nutu- 
allly of interests ia striking: Kigall and 
Kampala gnin from the dismember- 
ment of the Interahamwe camps on 
the Zaire border. Luanda gains Irom 
the dispersal of Unita’ bases in Zaire. 

The coalition includles Kagame, 
Eritreas Issayas Aferworki, Ethio- 
Pia's Meles Zenawi, Angola's Presl- 
dent José Eduardo dos Santos and 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) leader John Garang. Many 
first met İn the 1970s in Tanzania 
under the auspices of former Presi 
e Julius Nyerere and his political 
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Two recurring themes dominated 
debates: .the liberation of South 
Africa and Zaire,ıand how this could 
unlock Africa's development. South 
Africa's technological strengthê 
combined . with Zaire's mineral 
wealth, enormous hydropower PO- 
tential to produce the cheapest elec- 
tricity in the world and agricultural 
Yesources, could firê the continents Û: 
.&reat leap forward, 1 

South Africa's intervention :in | +. 
Zaire was its most ambitious diplo- |.. 
matic foray yet, but in formal diplo- 
Inatic terms achieved little. beyond 
providing a ship cand: Nelşon Man- 
dela a8 a moral beacon. But South 


grievance-merchants insidg eid ou, | 
lle thelr province, but be as,much |: 
iin, fhe..dark as, they were in:99 | : 
lakout what, exactly they, are endor®. : 
iing, ‘Wil ;they,. and, the rest ,of ! 

Canada;;llve happlly ever, after? Are .| i 
. ‘Î you kidding? ,. .. ii o oj 
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Oxford roommate, who has done 

most of the cajoling of the Russians 

in lwo years of personal diplomacy, 
A curious (ealure of the diploma 


has been that, hard as the Russlans | 


bargained, the Clinton team had an 
even tougher job persuacling the US 
forcign policy establishment that 
Nata expansion ınacle sense. George 
F Kennan, who crafted the strategy 
of "containment" of the Soviet Union 


in 1946, spoke for many when lhe ar. 


gued that it would be "the most fate 
ful error of American policy in the 
whole cold war era". 

There was, at least initially, consid- 
erable doubt in te State Depart 
ınent, the CIA, and in lhe Pentagon, 
where General John Shalikaslıvili ini 
tially wanled lo stick with the half 
way house he had devised, that of a 
Partnership for Peace that fell signifi 
cantly short of giving full Nato memr 
bership to the eastern Europeans, 

Most ûf this was bulldozed aside 
by Richard Holbrooke, beter known 
for his work on the Bosnian peace 
settlement at Dayton. Holbrooke, as 
assistant secretary of state, ran the 
interagency policy group that finally 
herded the resl of the Washington 
bureaucracy into line, 


Still, the grand panjandrums of 


the Council on Foreign Relations 


have been talkecl round. Vaclav 
Havel visilel the US lo ald his 


moral weight lo Clinton's scheme. 


Polish and other ethnic Americans 
have been asked tu recdlouble their 


own formiclable lobbying efforts. 
Senalur Barbara Mikulski ıf Mary- 
lind has been telling how her Joyal 
Democrait and Poliı-Ameritan 


pirents turned Ihe purlral uf 
Pranklin Rousevelt Iu Lhe wall afer 


the Yala deal If Poland al Ihe Ser 


viet Union's mercy in 14, saying 
shu woukl ant now be doing he 


same will Clinton's holo, 


Brit's iuitiil Joubts, as it coun’ 
try thal Warned in 1939 tbe differ 
ence between giving Poland a 
millary guuriuer an making il 
slick, have been put to rest. We 
were told thu lhe alternative 1o 
.Nalo enlargement was Nato's witlt 
ering, with Anıericu's presence İn 


Europe dleclining accartlingly- 


All that is the hard politics of this 
agreement, Bul consider again Cline 
tons words abu changing “he 
patlern of thought" of the way the 
Europenn tribes have tralitionally 
‘made ours the bloocllest, niost raulh- 
less uf continents, Hhis is Ue classic 
voice of American llealism, an echo, 
of Woodrow Wilson's lope of “a war 
to endl wars", and of Rovscvelt's 
,1945 call to the grancl alllance of the 
second workl war (o remember that . 


“the real enemy is war ilself", 


: . 
ı More than half of Canadians now. 
oppose carstilutional recognition of 
‘the “distinct nature” of tlie province, 
a fundamental Quebec requirement: 
` Among significant numbers of]. 
‘Anglos, the sentiment towards. the | ' 


.Quéhécois is: Ifyou want to gO, £0. 


Only.now are the reigniog Liber 
als formulating a choice for Quebec! | ' 
jin. or out, all or nothing, or some | 
form .of associatlon, and . on, wht | 
terms? Even here, they are not.mak' 
jing. the tough political choices, put i 
asking the supreme court to. do the. | ' 
‘job. Equally, Quebec's .secesslonlst 
leaders are ditching, “separatism, 4 
'favour of foggy "soverelgntisnt. ,. 1 |: 


' , So when.the. Québécois fçe er ٣ 
i 


next autonomy referendum they 
on, past form, be egged ,on bh 


ings over the limits an the deploy- 
ment of nuclear and conventional for- 
ces and the use by new Nato 
members of the former Warsaw 
Pacts military installations in east- 
3 „| ern Europe. And while Russia has 
: swallowed the expected entry of 


What has been agreed is that 
Russia will have no veto over Nato's 
1 plana, lon, or no o en- 

. large yet further. But there will be a 

The us this week و س‎ council, on which Russia 
TTnaaipn \Alailay | Wil have & seat, that will reach its 
Martin Walker own accords by consensus. If say, 


. Russia and Nato are to continue 
J OURNALISTS are often bad at | their successful joint peacekeeping 


could be members, paving the way 
for the inclusion of Ukraine and Ru 
sla within a (ransformed Nato and a 
transformed Europe each umhbilr 
cally linked to North America. 

All this is but a gleaın in the eye of 
very long-range thinkers such as 
James Steinberg, deputy national ge- 
curity adviser. But last week saw the 
crucial first step, an enlarged Nato 
that comes with Russian acquies- 
cence and with a Russlan commit 
ment to co-operate in the talks about 
what Nato could ancl should become. 

This first stage must be soll to the 
US Senate, which must ratify the 
new Nato irealy, lo Nato's existing al- 
lies, to the medlia, to the bureaucracy 
ancl to the wider public, The prelimi- 
nary lobbying bas been astute. 
Henry Kissinger, a former critic, has 
been persuaded to back the plan 
when the new treaty goes before the 

US Senate for ratification, as has the 
lormer Republican presidential can- 


is that the old cold war rhetoric has 
been superseded. This is not just 
about creating a new buffer zone to 
the east of Germany, nor about sta 
bilising that cauldron zone between 
Slavs and Teutons where so many 
wars have been brewetl. 

“All of us are trying to change nat 
only the facts on the grouınd, but the 
whole pattern’ of thought that has 
dominated the international politics 
of Europe for 50 years,” Clinton 
sail, trying to explain how he 
wantecl to go beyoncl the old game 
of nations and {he overarmecl min 
uets of the great powers. 

*Bven though the coll war is 
over, a lot of people want lo gu back 
to the kincî of analysis (hat was ınore 
typical even before tle secon! worlcl 
war, in the late 1h ancl 20th cen- 
tury," he went on. "The 31st century 
does not have to be trappecl in the 
same assessments of advantage andl 
loss that broughl death and eslruc- 
lion and heartbreak (o so ınany for 
so long in the 20tl century." 

The cautions voiced in the media 
commentaries about “a new Ironlier 
imn Europe” are beside the poiul 
There is no lasting new (livision be- 
tween Nato ancl potential foes; there 
is instead an unfolding embrace, a 
creeping absorption whose tulliınate 
goal is lo bring a democratic Russia 
clefinitively Into the Western camp. 

“By expanding Nato but linking 
Ruasla to İt, we aint (o avold (he er 
rors made at the end of World War 
One arı Two: not punitive Ike [the 
trealy of] Versallles, not pernissive 
like Yalta," saya depuly secretary of 
state Strobe ‘Talbott, Clinton's old 


On the day that Nato's secretary- 
general reached the (leal with the 
Russian foreign minister Yevgeny 
Primakov, there were presidential 
statements and offthe-record brief 
mgs, and this time the New York 
Times got it right. The front page 
splash read "Russia Agrees to Nato 
Plan Pushed By Clinton to Aclmit 
Nations From Eastern Bloc", 

But, in a deeper sense, the media 
again got İt wrong, Not that they mig- 
interpreted the lelter of the agree- 
ment for a new founding Act in 
which Russia and Nato will regularly. 
consult; it ls the spirit of the event 
that is being missed. The real point 


Canada's grizzlies are unbearable at poll time 


propensity makes this an electorate 

COMMENT more than usually susceptible to poli 
Leslie Plommer tical tubthumpers with the Big An- 
a e TT Û awer. Combine that with the 
S GLOOM genetically imprinted | regionalism that confederation never 
in Canadians? It is a relevant ques- | really superseded and the contempo- 
tion as general election day ap- | rary fashion for devolution, and you. 
proaches in the land of plenty that Î have a country poised to hold its last 


ful Quebec referendum on “sover- 
eilgmty” is just a matter of time. 

. The .west has always been a. 
spawning ground for populist parties 
inveighing against dominance and 
neglect by Ottawa and the east — so 
cialists, bible-beltlag fundamentat ; 
ists, or welrd mélanges of both. : 

But there is little doubt that the 
steady rise of secesslonism in Que- ` 
bec has helped fuel the reaction that 
the Reform Party exemplifies. 

Thus the decline of the pro-feder- 
alist mentality atretches far outeide 
Quebec and, excepting the Mart. 
times, right through an English . 
Canada for which “one nation" used . 
to be sacred. From Ontario weste 
ward, three decadlea of listening ta 
Quebec's rising “demands” has pro- : 
duced a warweariness. Polls taken 
since Quebec's 1995 referendum on 
autonomy find that attitudes in the " 
rest of the country have hardened to- ‘ 
„wards Quebec and to what the othi- i 
to offer to keep the f 
. province in the confederation, .. . 


But the other two barely count in 
Ottawa — the New Democratic 
Party, social democrats who are fed- 
erally marginal, and the Progressive 
Conservatives, occasionally mighty 
but swept fram natlonal government 
in 1983 İn a poll that reduced them. 
toa rislble two seats, 

Both are. outranked in parllament 
by newcomers. The rightwing Re- 
form Party lives in the far west, It ia 
against big government and high 

unrestricted 


butis for tough action on crime, .' 
The Bloc Québécois, which wants , 
some autonomy for French Canada, 
lives in the east Quebec js. a 
province that has long felt neglected 
by Ottawa, although the consensus 
among ecoromists is that these days 
the province takes more money out 
of confederation than it puts In. 
Mood rather than, money is in the 
. ascendant, however, and a sıccess- 


5 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Nato deal revives 
Marshall’s vision 


Ek ' Poland, Hungary and the Czech Re-‏ اة 
ERT ` public into Nato, Clinton addressed‏ 
the question of further Nato enlarge‏ 1 1 1 ۱ | 1 | 1 | 1 
LEBER ment only by saying “tlie first new‏ 1 
members will not be the last’,‏ اا و ست ی 


seeing the significance of | operations in Bosnia, the council 
great events. Perhaps the most | must be unanimous. Io this sense, 
important post-war event for Europe | Clinton was right to say that Russia 
was the announcement, 50 years ago Î will have “a voice but not a veto” 
next nonth, of the Marshall Aid plan. Î over Nato matters, and President 
America's commitment not just to | Boris Yeltsin was right to İingist that 
the defence of Western Europe (| Russia will have a veto over any- 
against the Soviet Union, but to the | thing that affects its own concerns, 
rebuilding of its economy as a future | This is the diplomatic equivalent of 
comntercial rival, was seen as ı1o big | that clever deal under which Russ- 
deal at the time. ian troops in Bosnia are incorpo- 
In the next day's New York | rated into a US army division, but 
Times, the first headline read “Tru- | not explicitly under Nato command. 
man Calls Hungary Coup ‘'Out- The Clinton White House ‘sees 
rage”, followed by “Demands | Russia's agreement to a larger Nato 
Russians Agree to Inquiry", It was | as the first step in a much longer 
only the third deck that snid “Mar- | process, and part of its selfinıposed 
shall Pleads for European Unity". taslkc is to prepare the American es 
Marshall's deputy, Dean Acheson, | tablishment not just for this year's 
suspecting the hacks might miss the | enlargentent, but for the long haul. 
point, personally briefed three The long-term view projects Hun. 
British journalists on its importance, | gary, Poland and the Czechs as full 
and advised them to tell their editors | alliance menıbers by the time Nato 
to send full copies of the speech to | celebrates its SOth anniversary in 
Ernest Bevin at the Foreign Office. 1999, with Austria, Slovenia and peı- 
As keen students of the Marshall | haps Romania by then also starting 
Acheson years, and infused with the | the transition process into the club. 
belief that their own stewardship | By the time they are full members, 
would prove equally historic, Presi« | in 2003, the next phase will include 
dent Bili Clinton ancl his national se- | at Jeast one of the Baltic states, 
curity team have spared no effort to | probably Estonia, but this could de- 
ensure that the media present Rus- | pend on those traditional neutral 
sia's agreement last week to Nato's | states, Finland and Sweden, joining 
enlargement aS an epochal event. a Nnto that by then will no longer be 
“This is a historic step closer lo a | a milltary alliance almed at anyone, 
peaceful, undivided and demacratc | but a new transatlantic security sys- 


Europe for the first time in history," |. tem. 


Clinton enthused, after his national! This alliance ia meant to grow 
„security staff had formally endorsed | hand-in-hand wilh the socioeco- 
the full text of the agreement | nomic structure of the European 
reached In Moscow. He skated over | Union itself, By 2010, some of the 
the precise details of the understand- | Balkan and remaining Baltic states 


contentment forgot, for what other | election g8 a unitary state, 


explanation can there be for the Canada l8 already one of the 
ceaseless grizzling that is just more | West's most highly devolved coun- 
clamorous at poll time? tries, with powerful provinces re- 

Historians of the “frontier theory” | ceiving a share of federal revenues 
school would likely answer, Yes: as | and raising their own taxes tp run 


with the United States, this vast en- | education, medicare, 


tity is still captlve to the mentality of | vices, transport and s0 on. Some- 
the settlers who stitched it into | how, to a perennlally unhappy 
statehood, Modern Canada, by this i people, it doeg not seem enough. 

interpretation, is largely peopled not In the June 2 poll, the three main 
parties are all running roughly in the 
ideological centre, with the ruling 
Liberals, a strong traditional refuge 
fof the average voter, Ukely to hold 
Canada's collective misery-guts | on to government fante de mieux. 


just by the direct descendants of the 
best and the brightest escaping the 
Old World but also by the worst 
malcontents and materialists, 


0 
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gestions that the design be 


800 metres long and it has just 
ordered two more at 4 cost of $210 
started deliberately. After cross- | for Dover, said he had been told that But the chairman of the Channel Î million to neet growing demand. 
examining witnesses, the inquiry | a disgruntled French lorry driver | Tunnel Safety Authority, Roderick The company is still waiting for 
has ruled that arson was the most |j had started the fire, But Eurotunnel | Allison, said he would welcome a |j clearance from the British and 
likely cause. also had labour problems with some | decision by Eurotunnel to phase out | French governments, but plans to 
Flames leapt more than 2m into jİ of its Frenclı train crew and there | the wagons “with open arms", resume the HGV services next 
the air as the train neared the deep Î were delays on trains that night be- ‘The deputy prime minister, John Î month, and is offering free trials to 
cutting at the start of the tunnel, and | cause of an unofficial dispute, Prescott, added his doubts about j customers before the end of May. 
the accompanying smoke plume Meanwhile Eurotunnel last week | the design of the wagons. “Safety Mr Allison, whose commiltce 
startled French security guards. | ignored pressure from the British | must be paramount,” he said. includes fire and safety experts, 
But they were too late to stop the | government, fire officers and the in- The Fire Brigades Union (FBU), | denied that its decision was due to 
shuttle entering the tunnel. quiry into the Channel tunnel blaze j which has constantly opposed the | commercial pressures from Euro- 
From the outset, arson has been | and refused to replace the open- | open lattice wagons, 1s to seek an | tunnel. He gaid there were always 
deemed the likeliest cause. It is | sided freight wagons through which | urgent meeting with Mr Prescott | possible tınprovements and if the 
thought the inquiry will not be able | the fire raged. The report into the | and the Home Secretary, Jack | company came forward with pro- 
to name any culprit, but suspicions | cause of the fire stops short of sug- | Straw. It has said the wagons should | posals to enclose the shuttles they 
must rest on French lorry drivers | gesting that the wagons be | be banned front the tunnel. would be welcanıed. The open- 
involved in a bitter labour dispute in | scrapped, but attacks “fundamental But Eurotunnel, which reported | sided shuttles would be phased out 
Calais at the time. weaknesses" in the safety system | that 486,359 passengera had used Î “when they reach the end of their 
David Shaw, the former Tory MP | and inadequately trained staff, the tunnel last month, rejected sug- Î useful life", 
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Channel tunnel fire caused by ‘arson’ i i cun ie o 


learn to reach, so they grow up ste 
ing reading as a legitimale male ncti- 


The resul of children's early 
teacling expericnces wns A FOWINE 
gencler yap as girls forgecl aheacl at 
every age. On average {hey scorecl 

t ö per cent more than boys in 
reading tests at lie starl of primary 
0l, got consistently better 
marks at GCSE andl achieved dis- 
Proportionate success in reaching 


down, and stay 
down," Professor Wragg: said. In 
1983/84 girls lad a 1 per cent ad- 
vantage in the proporlion getting 
five good grades at GCSE, but by 
1995/96 the gap rose to almost 10 
Per cent. Nearly two-thirds of the 
girls were getting a good GCSE 
frade in English, compared with 
less than half the boys, “We are 

with the mass under-achieve- 


ds of boys were heading 

the scrap heap with the disap- 
Pearance of ‘manual jobs needing 
muscle power, “Employers say boys 
are virtually unemployable. Who 
ants a truculent, spotty 16-year-old: 
n a 21st century job? ,. , The en- 
trance fee to society has: gonê up 

tlally..1 CEN 


Professor’ Wragg's rèsearch for 
the Leverhulme project on primary 
&hool imprdvement ‘showed boys’ 
Teading scores :lmprûved: sharply 
7 fathers, uncles or older broth 


Mey 25 1997 


Keith Harper 


RSON is expected to be con- 
A firmed as the probable 

cause of the Channel tunnel 
fire, which resulted in nıore than 
$300 million damage last year. 

The afficial French judicial in- 
quiry into the blaze, which broke out 
on an HGV shuttle on November 18, 
reports this week. It is expected to 
say the evidence shows that a delib- 
erate act of sabotage led to the fire. 
The revelation is likely to lead to re- 
newedl police efforts on both sides of 
the Channel to identify the culprits, 

Once the inquiry ruled out faulty 
equipment, it had only to decide 
whether the fire was accidental or 


Fathers get 
blame for 
sons’ failings 


John Carvel 


Ee failure to real enough 
to their young sons has been 
blamed for educational under- 
achievement by boys at every stage 
of their academic development. 

Ted Wragg, professor of eduvca- 
ton at Exeter university, protlucexl 
research showing Lhalt (hre: 
quarters of children aged five tu 
seve were real lo regularly by their 
ımolhery, but only half by tlteir (7- 
Ibers, During the laler yeurs af pri- 
mary school, half the children saicl 
tey were real to by thelr mothers 
and only a quarter by their futhers. 

“Boys need role moaclels in (lis as 
in everything else. Part of the prob- 
lem is (hat too many boys sec real- 
ing as a female activily and shy 
away from il." Alnasl all infant 
shoolleacliers and classroom assis- 
lanls were women. 

"Boys neetl men reacling to (hem 
frum An arly age, and helping then 


ily”, Professor Wragg lold 
@lucalion experts in london. 


university. 
“Boys start 


ment of nearly half our population.” 


Substan: 


an reading to them: ..' 


whose footprints 
were found in sund İn Dorset 


the quarriers had been using a 
rubbcr-tyred digger rather than 
a irnckedl vehicle. A track left DY 
the tail of onc of ihe huge leaf 
enling animals can also cle! 


Dr Wright sald that, although 
a lot of small bones had been 
found in the Purbeck rock, it 
was unlikely that saUrFo] 
bones would be 


Rescued women tell of polar ordeal. 


‘t heat the tens. 
There was moving ice 
was a race against time. 
conditions improved, they were A 
able to radio for a plane. 
0 first saw e 
couldn't believe it was . 
held back, for fear it wouldn't ané 
and. would go ‘away, 
“When we took off, I felt 
feltit was such ûn’ 
perience, andalmost ner 


regcue plane finally 
-to land the: fifth team, which 
now.cover the last 110 nautl 

to the pole before early Ji 
thê thaw starts. . 


were given their first glimpse of 
the diacovery. “There are a lot of 
sauropod footprints from 
Amcrica older or younger than 
these, but these are from be- 
tween the Jurussic and 
Cretaceous periods and all over 
the world rocks of this age are 
very scarce, 

“The presence of these foot- 
prints means sanuropods uctually 
lived here during this» time.” 

She said that when sauropocdls 
roamecl the cart, the arca in 
which the prints were founcl 
would havc becn a sandy beach 
hounded by u freshwater lagoota 
and forests, 

The prints, the lurgeat of 
which İs almost a mcire across, 
were found on Nalonal Trust 
land close to the Priests Way 
footpath in south Dorset by 
Kevin Keates, who haa been 
quarrying in the areu for more 
than 50 years. He hus often 
found small fossils and prints 
while extracting Purbeck Ume- 
atanc, but sald he lıad never 
come across anything on this 
scale, “If I hadn’t noticed the 


denta, somebody could well have 


had diplodocus footprints in 
their rockery,” he admitted, 

The prints, 52 in all, were un- 
covered in a natural seam in the 
rock and aaved from damage as 


the Queen Mother's great nlece, 
Andre Chadwick, 32, Sarah Jones, 
28, botk teachers, and Juliette May, 
33, a business development execu- 
tive, were the fourth of the five 
teams taking part in the McVitie's 


Penguin Polar Relay. 


Speaking from base camp in the 
Canadian North West Territories 
after the rescue, Mrs Clayton- 
Sancer said her team got into diffi 
culties when thick fog and sub-zero 
temperatures prevented a planê 
from picking them up when they 
had completed their leg of the relay. 

"We were stuck in our tent on dri“ 
ving ice,” she said. “We were oni half 
rations and then no rations, just bits 


of chocolate, and no fuel. 


OUR British women plucked to 

safety fron1 a drifting ice pack 
during an expedition to the North 
Pole described their "hellish" ordeal 
in 40C temperatures and said: they 
had only a few pieces of chocolate 
left on which to survive when they 


The women, part of a fiveteam 
relay effort to be the first all-female 
group to reach the North Pole, had 
run out of fuel and were surrounded 
by steadily cracking ice when a 
plane, sent out to drop off supplies, 


Rosie Clayton Sancer, aged 37, 


Qeoffrey Qlbhbs 


HE biggest series of di- 

nosaur footprints ever dis- 

covered in the UK could 
have ended up in a garden rock- 
ery but for a Dorset quarryman. 

The footprints — identified as 
those of a huge sauropod di- 
nosaur such as brachiosaurus or 
diplodacua that lived 140 mil 
lion years ago — were described 
last week as a find of interna- 
tional significance. It is hoped to 
preserve them where they are as 
a visitor attraction. 

Excavation is continuing the 
find at the Worth Matravers 
quarry, near Corfe Castle, in the 
expectation of uncovering more 
evidence of the four-footed vege- 
tarians, which weighed up to 8O 
tonnes and could feed from tree- 
tops nine ınetrea high, 

Experts hope to discover 
trackways consisting of at leaat 
three consecutive footprints to 
help them determine how fast 
the animals moved. 

Jo Wright, a Bristol University 
palaeontologist called iı to in- 
vestigate the prints, sald it was 
probably the biggest dinosaur 
footprint find for years. 

“It la important worldwide, 
because the age of these rocks is 
unusual," ahe said as the media 


Kate Watson-Smyth 
and Sue Quinn 


were rescued. 


managed to land and pick them up. 


through official fertilisation clinica, 


but it is free to pursue the fathers of 


those produced by any other 
means. The lesbian couple could 
face a 40 per cent cut in benefits un- 
lesa they help to identify the fathers, 


HE National Lottery is to give 

the British film industry a 
£32.25 million boost following the 
award of three film franchises, in 
conjunction with the Arts Council, 
to Pathé Pictures, DNA Film Ltd, 
and The Film Consortium, Under 
ihe terms of the franchise all profits 
must be put back into British film- 
making. 

In a separate scheme urban 
parks, many of which have fallen 
into dilapidation as a result of local 
authority cutbacks, received grants 
totalling £57 million from the Lot- 
tery to rescue 48 of them through- 
out the country. Another 100 parks 
are seeking grants totalling £225 
million, 


ORKERS who were sacked 

from the Government Cont 
ımlınication Headquarters (GCHQ) 
celebrated the end of a 13-year 
struggle to restore tracle unions at 
the sensitive intelligence-gathering 
centre in Cheltenham after the For- 
eign Secretary, Robin Cook, al 
neuncecl that he had decicled to 
"riglıt a longstanding wrong”, 

A group of 14 scientists, linguisls, 
computer programmers and code- 
breakers were sacked when Mar- 
garet (now Baroness) Thatcher 
banned union ınenıberslip at GCHQ 
because of a "conflict between the 
struclure of tracle unions andl loyally 
to the slate", Those below retirement 
age will be reinstated. 


N INVESTIGATION was or 
dered by Home Secretary Jack 
Siraw, into the sale of “alcopops”, al- 
coholic “soft” drinks that are Up to 
Sper cent proof and whlch, critics 
claim, are cynically packaged to ap- 


peal to urıder-age drinkers. 


Mîr Straw acted wlen a 14-year- 
oll boy was convicted of breaking 
into a school and setting fire to it, 
causing £750,000 of damage, after 
drinking alcoholic lemonade and 
cider. Judge Peter Larkin said at 
Bolton Crown Court that it was 
"grossly irresponsible of drinks 
companies to dress alcohol up as 


soft drinks". 
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Utilities wince as Brown 
plans to squeeze profits 


LEGAL CHALLENGE could be 

mounted by British Telecom, 
and possibly by the British Airports 
Authority, to the Government's plan 
to Impose a "windfall" levy on the 
privatised utilities in order to raise 
£5 billion to pay for getting 250,000 
young and long-term unemployed 
people back into jobs. 

The scheme by Chancellor Gor- 
don Brown to tax the “windfall prof- 
its" of the utilities was announced 
well ahead of the election. But he 
has not said which companies will 
be on his hitlist. There is also un- 
certainty about how much is to be 
raised: Mir Brown says he needs “at 
least" £3 bilillon, but analysts expect 
the levy to be nearer £5 billion. 

Neither BT nor the BAA thought 
they would be targeted, and Mr 
Brown's precise proposals will not 
be known until hiş first budget, 
expected to be or June 10, BT has 
put a lot of effort into building a 
working relationship with Labour, 
and its chairman, Sir Iain Vallance, 
who voted Labour at the election, 
said he would not have done so had 
his company been named in the 
manifesto, 

“We are not a monopoly, we are 
not a utility, and we pay substantial 

corporation tax," said Sir [ain. “To 
Jine up BT with fhe monopoly utili- 
tics to be punishecl with a windfall 
levy woulkd be quite perverse." The 
company woulkl not, however, 
refuse to cooperate in other areas 
with Labour. For example, it has al- 
ready promised Lo link every school 
to the Internet free of charge. 

Mr Brown's legal aclvisers told 
him tlıat any challenge to his pro- 
pusals, in the Britislı or European 
courts, would be likely to fail. Other 
lawyers believe that a challenge 
night succeed in Europe, where it 
voull be argued thal a tnx imposecl 
an BT would aınount to an illegal 
subsidy to its main rival, Mercury. 


HE LAW on surrogate mother 

hûod is to be reviewed by the 
Government in the wake of a fiasco 
involving Karen Roche, a Yorkshire 
ımaternily nurse, who agreed to 
bear a chill for an infertile Dutch 
couple, Clemens and Sonja Peters. 
She then lied that she had aborted 
their child, but later admitted that 
she was still pregnant and intended 
to bring the baby up as her own. 

Ms Roche said she did not be- 
lieve the Dutch couple were corm 
mitted to the child, and that they 
had not shown her evidence that 
they had enough money to pay her 
the agreed £13,000 in expenses. 
Under the law as it stands, it is ille- 
gal for agencies or individuals to be 
paid for assisting surrogacy, and the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryol- 
ogy Authority suggested that 
£13,000 was rather nore than “rea- 
sonable expenses". 

In another case, a lesbian couple 
who had artificially inseminated 
themselves using a syringe and a 
pickle jar were pressed by the Child 

Support Agency (CSA) to name 
their two aperm donors. The agency 
wants to track down the two men 
and demand that they pay child 
maintenance to Dawn and Lisa 
Whitley, of . Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire. 9 
The CSA is prevented by law 
from pursuing the fathers of chil- 
diren produced by sperm donated 
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open markets around lhe world, 
while ensuring that the interests of 
developing countries and the global 
environment are fairly reflected, 

The promotlon of human rights 
worldwide will be a priority, aa will 
the fight against terrorism, organ- 
ised crime, money laundering and 
drug misuse and trafficking at 
home and abroad.. 

My government will seek to re- 
store confidence in the integrily of 
the nation's political system by up- 
holding the highest stanclards of 
honesty and propriety in public life. 
They will consider how the funding 
of political parties should he regu- 
lated and reformed. They will pro- 
gramme House ofl Conımons 
business to ensure more effective 
scrutiny of bills and better use of 
the time of Members of the House 
of Commons. 

During tlıe course of the session. 
my government will also publislı în 
draft for public counsultalion a un?- 
ber of bills which it intencls Lu inlro- 
duce in subsequent sessions ul (his 
Parliament. They will propose be 
establishment of a new Select Con- 
milete uf the House of Conitmuns I0 
look al ways of making [xlrlutnenr’ 
tary procerlirte more vffewtive aml 
elfwient. 


ست ا س نے س تر وا نا ا 


tonal Perdana} Peristo nu Plan 
Us Dolla ' . 


To find aut bow our plans can be tailar-ınado lu 
help eocure ynur futuro and luild your capital, just 
port or fax tho coupdn. I you'd welcoıne pormonal 

„advice witlsout obligatlon, we'll bo happy to cell yuu, ıf 
"you Inclula your telephone mumbo; 
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cluding enlargement, and to include 
Russia İn a wider security framework. 

My government will work for re- 
forms to make the United Nations 
more effective and for an early reso- 
lution of its funding crisis. 

My government will work on be- 
half of Hong Kong's people to 
achieve a successful transition 
which preserves their way of life 
and promotes their continued stabil 
ity and prosperity. 

Preparations will continue for the 
G7 Summit to be held in Birming- 
ham and the second Asia-Europe 
meeting in London in 1998. My gov- 
erament will host the meeting of the 
Commonwealth Heads of Govern- 
ment in October 1997 and seize the 
opportunity to increase co-operation 
between the United Kingdom and 
other members of the Common- 
wealth. 

My government has established a 
Department for International Devel- 
opment. They will publish a White 
Paper’ setting out how, through 
more coherent policies, they will 
tackle global poverty and promote 
sustainable developmeut. They will 
rejoin the United Nations Educa 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Or- 
ganisation. 

My government will promote 


Crazy nol to. 


with the Irish government. They 
will work to build trust and confi 
dence in Northern Ireland by bring- 
ing forward legislation to deal with 
terroriam and to reduce tension 
over parades, and other measures 
to protect human rights, combat dis- 
crimination in the workplace, in- 
crease confidence in policing and 
foster economic development. 

In the European Union, my gov- 
ernment will {ake a leading role. 
They will seek to promote employ- 
ment, improve competitiveness, 
complete the single market and opt 
into the Social Chapter. 

They will seek further reform of 
the common agricultural policy to 
secure lower food prices for con- 
sumers and save money, support 
the rural economy and enhance the 
environment. They will seek 
changes to the common fislwries 
policy to conserve fish stocks in lhe 
long-term interest of the UK fishing 
industry. They will play a full part in 
the (lebate about economic and 
monetary uniunı. 

My government will ensure a 
strong delence, based on the Nort 
Atlantis: T, my Organisation, and 
PrONIOl.“ u, ı:itiunal peace ad sc- 
curity. ` hı ‘y will play a nıajor role iı 
decisions lo shape Nato's [utuıre, in- 


People do crazy things. 


But you know you should only choose a pension 
plan that’s designed for expatriates. 


[i orazy ta work hard for a living without 
securing a pension that will give you a 
comfortable retirement - and it's madness to 
choose a pension plari that doesn't fit Io witlı tho 
way you work. An Equitable International Pernonal 
Pension Plan offers security, tho praapeat of real 
capital growth, end the kind of Rexiblllty that can 


match the expstriato lifestyle perfectly. 
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We can ald give your money a had start by ` 
spending | Îsa on expanget and Investing more.  ' ' 
We don't have anj aharaholdery waiting for a share of 

3 the profits, We have the lomtst ratio af miaûggement 

apenses lo piariium income of pay UK. Meli 
assurance cpmpany.’ And we do not pay commission ., E 
, ا‎ thiol Perties for the {introduction of new hosiness.: 1 
° The Bqultable Life has bean in tho’ bistine oft: 
sound Invostment inde’ 1762, Qir frit a 


You can contribute when it suits you, in dollars 
, of sterling, and; you can choose unitolinked ar with- 
proflts Investment routes. Tho latter invssta in a 
mixed basket of assets wlılah spreads tho Investment, 5 
risk and then anooths the peaks and troughs! nonmally 
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Education the key to create a fairer society 


Decentrallsation is essential to. | 
. my government's ` vision of a: mod- | 
! ern nation, Legislation will be Intro. Î 
duced to allow the people, o 
, Scotland and Wales to vote in refer- |: 
eidums on .my government's pro- 
` posals for, ã devolved Scottish: 
Parliament and the establishment of. 


Syres againbt anti eocial behavlowr. |. strategic’ authority and a directly. 
i bill wll be introduced to prohibit |i elected mayor for London. A blll will, |' . 
the private Bossegsion of haidguns. | be’ ‘brought forward to eatablish re- |i : 
My government will improve the al develops 
National Health 'Seryicê, as a ser gland outgide jé 


JR Northern Ireland, my. 0d, ay Riven, و‎ 


Queen Elizabeth addregsea MPs 


and co-operation within the service 
and for ending the internal market. 
Legislation will be introcluced to 
clarify the existing powers ofl NHS 
trusts to enter into partnerships 
with the private seclor, A white 
paper will be published an ımea- 
sures to reduce tobaceu consump 
tion, including legislation 10o ban 


My government will contribute {u 
the achicvemenl uf high standarcls 
uf footl safety and prolevtion uf pul 
lie health throughout the fuod 
chûin, will ensure openness and 
ıransparency of information LO con- 
sıımers, and will cousull wiclely on 
recommendalions fol’ u Foud Slitt- 


Abill will be introcluced to ensure 
that as nıany people as possible 
have access to the benefits of the 
including for 


Measures will be introduced ta 
enable capital receipts fronı the sale 
of council houses to be invested in 
housebuilding and renovation as 
part of my government's determina- 
tion to deal with homelessness and 
unemployment. My government is 
committed to open and transparent 
government. They will introduce û 
bill to strengthen data protection 


They will enhance people's aspi- 
. ratloris for better, more accessible 
' and accountable public services, 
using information technology to the 
fill. A white paper, will be published 
ûn proposals for a Freedom of Iufor- 


A bill will be introduced to incor- 
porate into United Kingdom law the |. 
main provisions of the European |: 


e government is committed to |. a Welsh Assembly. 
1 ¦ alrnese a work and will Intrpduce a | if these proposals are approved th. 
` natlonal nmıinimüm wage. : the, referendums, my government, 
jon wil be brought for- | will bring for ward legislation to imr, 
; Ward fù amend criminal law and te j plément them. Legislation will be in’; 


` referendum on! a directly ‘elected. 
1 1 


1 political f settlenient whieh has کا‎ 
support, working in co-operation |. 
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This is an edited version of 
the Queen's Speech last 
week, in which Labour 
outlined its programme 
for the next 18 months 


Y¥ GOVERNMENT intends 
to govern for the benefit of 
the whole nation. 


The education of young people 
will be ıny government's first prior- 
ity. They will work to raise stan- 
darcls in schools, colleges and 
universities and to promote lifelong 
learning at the workplace. They will 
cut class sizes, using money saved 
as a result of legislation phasing out 
thé assisted places scheme, 

A further bill will contain mea- 
sures to raise educational stan- 
dards, develop a new role for local 
education authorities and parents, 
establish a new framework for the 
decentralised and equitable organi- 
sation of schools, propose reforms 
to the teaching profession, and re- 
spond positively to recommentla- 
tions from the National Committee 
of Inquiry into the future of higlier 
education. 

The central economic objectives 
of my government are high ancl slit- 
ble levels of economic growth anl 
employment, to be achieved by en- 
string opportunity for all. The es- 
senlial plalform for achieving these 
objectives is economic stability. 

To thal end ia bill will be intrû- 
dıuıcedl lo give the Bank of Englancl 
operational responsibility for setting 
interest rates, in orcler to deliver 
price stabilily and support the Gov 
ernhrent's overall economic policy, 
within a framework of enhanced ac- 
countabilily. My government will 
also ensure public borrowing is cori 
trollecl through tough fiscal rules 
and that the burden of public debt is 
kept at a stable ancl prudent level. 

They will aim to deliver high and 
sustainable levels of growth and en- 
ployment by encouraging invest- 
ment in industry, skills, 
infrasiructure and new technolo- 
gles; by reducing long-term unem- 
ployment, especially among young 
people; by promoting competition; 
and by helping to crente successftil 
and profitable business. 

My government has pledged to 
mount a fundamental altack upon 
youth and long-term unemployment 
and will take early steps to imple- 
ment a welfare-to-work programme 
to tackle unemployment, financed 
by a levy on the excess profits of the 
privatised utilities which will be 
brought forward in an early Budget. 
A new partnership ‘with business 
will be at the heart of my govern- 
went's plans to bulld a modern and 
dynamic economy to improve the 
competitiveness of British iodustry. 
They will bring forward legislation 
to reform and strengthen competi- 
tion law and introduce 'g statutory 
a to interest on late payment of 


at Westminster 


tobacco advertising. 


dards Agency. 


National Lottery, 
health and education projects. 


controls. 


. mation Bill, 


' Convention on Human Rights. 


| combat erie, including reform of | troduced . to provide . for 


the the youth Justice aystem and. mea- 


: Vice proڊ‎ 1 
ج‎ ng care on the basls of |i 
need to tê hole population. . 

: They ll bring forward new 
Arrangements for  decentrallsation 


| mint wili seek. reconciliation 
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Howard is a 
coward, says 
Widdecombe 


Michael White 


ا ا ا ی 
A Widdeconıbe, the former‏ 
prisons minister, this week de.‏ 
livered a stinging blow to the Tory‏ 
leadership hopes of her old boss,‏ 
Michael Howard, when she made a‏ 
Comntons slaltement on the sacking‏ 
uf Derek Lewis as head of the‏ 
prison service.‏ 

In the most savage parliamentary 
attack on a Tory colleague since Sir 

Geoffrey Howe's falal assault seven 
years ago on Margaret Thatcher, 
Ms Widdecombe accused Mr 
Howard of misleading the House 
over the departure in 1995 of Mr 
Lewis, and the earlier suspension of 
Parkhurst governor John Marriott. 

During a bitter 35-minute indict 
ment on Monday, she belittled Mr 
Howard's personal honour and polit- 
ical courage. 

Mr Howard brushed aside Ms 
Widdecombe’s accusations when le 
summetd up tht Cummons debate 
laler. A fmrımicdlable political fighter, 
he turned his defence into a show’ 
vasv for his claims to become the 
next Tory lcacler, 

“AL no line (lid I cross the lire be 
{wes what Î was ctitled o dss and 
whl 1 was tul,” lie ilsisled us Ms 
Wicldecunbe prolentel thal he had 
Bol lro her cunccrits. 

As some Tory MUS rallied la Mr 
Howard, his first rsponse' was lu 
back Ms Widdecegibe's call for Jack 
Straw, lhe Home Sverctary, lo pub 
lish the full transcript of the key 
HY tevli with Mr Lewis. 

Bu a Iranseript of the meeting, 
relcased later, inclicated thal Nr 
Howard lid pul Mr Lewis under 
pressure lu remove Mr Marriott 
afler the break-out of tlırce Cale 
gory A ptisaners iu January 1995. 
Mr Floward, who cdleuics Interfering 
in operalional malters, told Mr 
Lwis: “Julın Murrlolt cannot Con 
line as governor, IH is Inconcei¥ 
able thal disciplinary charges won't 
follow. 1 can't conceive of a clearer 
cust for suspension." 

Ms Wirldeconibe told MPs there 
was “anıple (ocunenlary evil 
thal Mr Howard clicl indeed perso 
ally tell Mr Lewis hat lhe governor 
should be suspencled", Far from lls 
subsequcıl claim to the Coniımons 
that “here was no quealion of over 
ruling” Mr Lewis, Mr Howard had 
taken legal advice to see if he could. 

When (he Learmont report into 
the Whilemoor ancl Parkhurst €& 
capes criticised the Prison r 
iıı October 1995, Mr Lewis had 


sacked, despite, said Ms. Wi ile 
conibe, the report's evident 
flaws", Mr Lewis received ed 220,000 


for wrongful dismissal. 


‘Aecused MP Mobammed Sarwar 
in Loudon last Sunday 


been involved in any investigation, 
Mr Dewar called Scotland's lıighest 
law officer, Andrew Hardie, the 
Lord Advocate, to get the process 
under way. 

Mr Dewar said: “I have spoken to 
the Lord Advocate: and he in- 
structed an imımecliate and rigorous 
investigalon by the Crown Office.” 

Labour won the Govan seat by 
more than 2,914 vates over the Scot- 
tish National Parly, whose leader’, 
Alex Salmond, pruviled an early 
tasle of the criticism Mr Blair will 
face: "lı the last Parliament, he gave 
A sirong line about finanvial sleaze 
because of Major's previrication, I 
would expect Blair to luke the same 
altitude towards his own piirly." 


Police to probe 
MP bribe claim 


lodged a complaint with Stratlıclyde 
police. 

The prospect of scandal threat- 
ened a swift end to the euphoria that 
has surrounded Mir Blair since the 
election. Labour was underlining 
the contrast between Mr Dewars 
action in going to the police and the 
vacillation of the previoııs Conserva- 
tive regiııe when faced with similar 
allegations. 

If the police decide to charge Mr 
Sarwar, he is almost certain to be 
expelled from the party. lf con- 
victed, he would be thrown out of 
the Commons. 

Mr Blair, having been informed 
last Saturday that the story was 


Ewen MacAakil 


ONY Blair was confronted 
with the first serious test of 
his premiership last Sunday 
when police launched an inquiry 
into an allegation of bribery by one 
ol his MPs, Mohammed Sarwar, 
Donald Dewar, the Scottish Sec- 
retary, asked thenı to mount the in- 
vestigation . after the MP for 
Glasgow Govan was alleged to have 
offered an election opponent “com- 
pensation" to run a losing campaign 
and help discredit a political oppo- 
nent, A carrler bag containing 
£5,000 was sail to have been 
handed over to Badar Islam, an 


Independent Labour candidate, about to break, told his Chief Whip, 
Mr Sarwar, aged 44, Brilain's first Î Nick Brown, to take “prompt ac- 
Muslim MP, who was elected after a | tion", Mr Brown called Mr Sarwar 


dirty battle with the Scottish Na- 
tional Party, denied the allegations 
and on Monday announced ıe 
would be suing tle News of the 
World, which first published the al- 
legations, for libel. He later admit- 
ted giving Mr Islam money but 
insisted that it was in the form of a 
Jaan and was haııcled over after the 
election. 

However’, a second candirlate in 
the Govan election came forward 
lasl Sunday night also claiming Mr 
Sarwar's aides lad tried to bribe 
hint. Peter Palon, agecl 43, wlio won 
325 votes as an unofficial Labour 
catmlidate, revealed he had alreacly 


to his office at 12 Downing Street 
last Sunday, and after a 20-minute 
meeting Mr Brown said there would 
be no immediate disciplinary action. 

The News of the World alleged 
that Mr Sarwar paid £5,000 to Mr 
Islam after he eased off his cam- 
paigning to avoid splitting the Asian 
vote. The paper claimed Mr Sarwar, 
when paying the money al a meet- 
ing after the election, also tried {o 
persuade Mr Islan lo sign iin affi- 
davit about another defealedl candi 
date who had complaint tv U 
police about alleged electoral irrey- 
ularities, 

Alhough the police would have 


Tough targets | Irish MPs stage protest 


a nelwark, rather {hak this arbitrary 
exclusion?” 

As they walked througlı the Cont- 
mons, accampaniecl by labour MP 
Tony Beım, they passed a plaque to 
Airey Neave, the minister killed in 
1979 by a car baımb by the repuhlil- 
can splinter group, INLA. 

The reaction of MPs lo the visit 
was mixed. The Northern [relantl 
Secretary, Mo Mowlam, dismissed 
it as a stunt, bul some latbour MPS 
arguecl Miss Boothroyd had made A 
mistake in changing lhe rules to bar 
them. Olhers, especially Conserva- 
tives, were angry that they were 
present at all. Tory MP Nigel Evans 
had a tenge cxchange with Mr 
McGuinness in tle Members’ 
Lobby. 

The two men spent five hours in 
the Commons but failed to persuacle 
officials that the Speaker's ban 
should be lifted. Officials confirmed 
only one concession, that the two 
MPs can use Commons stationery 
dealing with constituents" prob- 

lems. 


set on leaks 


HE water companies are to he 

set tougher, mandatory targets 
for reducing leaks and will be told to 
provide free repairs for customers, 
John Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, announced at an industry 
summit on Monday. 

Signalling closer, polltical, regula- 
tion, the Governmeııt's environment 
team unveiled a 1Û-point plan to pre- 
vent future shortages and encour- 
age the public to save water. 

While Mr Prescott promised the 
one-day Water Suınmit in London 
that he would avoid the usual com- 
ments about “fat cat salaries", he 
gave a three-week deadllne for re- 
sponding to its plans, which left the 
induslry in no doubt about the ur- 
gency Labour attaches to the 
changes. Shares in water companies 
slipped by more than 10p on the ex- 
pectation that the utilities would 
have to spend more on repairing 
underground leaks. 


ERRY Adams and Martin 

McGuinness, Sinn Fein MPs 
for West Belfast and Mid-Ulster, ar- 
rived at the Commans on Monday 
to demand their MP's passes, in an 
effort to highlight their being 
banned (from Parliament, writes 
Ewen MacAskill. 

The Speaker Belty Boothroyd 
last week changed the parliamen- 
tary rules to engure that the palr 
did not have access to Commons fa- 
cilitles or lave the general rın of 
Parllament. They are barred be- 
cause they refuse to swear the oath 
of allegiance to Lhe Queen required 
of MPs. 

But the ruling did not come into 
effect until Tuesday evening and so 
the Sinn Fein representatives made 
the most of thelr Commons passes. 
Mr Adams, standing in the Central 
Lobby, denounced the Speaker's 
ruling as discriminatory and arro- 
gant. "The Speaker might not like 
our politics but people voted for us. 
Would it not have been better to 
have let us come here and build up 


Code breakers reported the slaughter of Jews in 1941 


dence of atrocities at the Jem 1 
Britain could do little abopt it 
was a. double tragedy,” 


Çesarani, the respected J Jewish i 1 


torian, aid. 9 
“The Allies could not reveal her 
e because if would r 
e the code breaking, 
aş at the nadir of Allied 
i The intercepts, contain 1 dally 
Horta from 1942 of the’ 0 
people held,. anid the number 
qedi in e a 5 
any of the reports 
evidence .at: thé e Mmpee. : Fêr 
crimes trialg,... . ... .i 


“liquidated 3,274 partisans and jw 
ish Bolsheviks". 

Another intercepted SS message 
read: "The figure of executions in 
my area now exceeds‘ the 30,000 
mark," 

The intercepts, marked Most Se- 
crel: To Be Kept Under Lock anû 
Key, were released at the Public 
Record Office six months after simi 
lar reports —~ some of which ong 
nated in Britain — were opened at 
the United States archives İri'Wash- 
ington under the Freedom of Infor 
mation Act. 

Despite the sheer quantity of evi 


(GCCS) at Bletchley Park — the 
forerunner of GCHQ — sent to 
Churchill and a select group of intel- 
ligence officers. 

They reveal a relentless pattern 
of atrocities — often referred to eu- 
phemistically as “cleaning up opera- 
tions” and "gas cleansing stations" 
— as the German Ordnungspollzei 
and SS battalions liquldated tens of 
thousands of Jews on the eastern 
front. 

A report in July 1941 referred to 
the shooting in one day of 1,153 
Jews in Russia. A month later, the 
SS cavalry was reported to have 


Rlohard Norton-Taytor 


RITISH code breakers were 

providing Churchill's wartime 
government with daily accounts of 
tlhe systematic killing of Jews as 
early as the summer of 1941, well 
before Hitler formally declared the 
“final solution”, according to secret 
dacuments released this week by 
GCHQ. 

. The first authoritative evidence of 
the mass execution of Jews is Con- 
tained in reports of German police 
messages İntercepted by the Gov- 
ernment Code and Cypher School 


10 UK NEWS 


ln Brlef‏ ا 


E HE Government received a 
i boost last week when its first 

1 set of Jobless figures stifled de- 

1 : mands for higher base rates by 
e delivering a combination of 

1 rapidly declining unemployment 

1 and a surprise eanaing of wages 
pressure. 


ENISTA Mcintosh, the chief 
executive appointed to steer 
the Royal Opera Houge through 
٣ closure to allow building work at 
i Covent Garden, has been re- 
1 placed after just four months be- 
cnuse of “il health”. Arts, page 26 


i HE chief conatable of West 
8 Yorkshire blamed a gang of 
ا‎ young drug dealers in Leeds for 
1 ي‎ a succession of riots which saw 
i officera pelted with petrol 
ا‎ bomba and bricks. 


HE Conservative club in 
Huntingdon, John Major's 

constituency, is closing down for‏ ا 
tack of support,‏ 


: HE Court of Appeal has de- 

1 prived the Guardian and 
Granada Television of a jury in 
the libel action brought against 

1 them by the former MP and cab- 

: inet minlater, Jonathan Aitken, 
ا‎ The trial, due to start on Junc 4, 
| . will be hear alonc by Mr Justice 
٤ Popplewell. 


REDERICK Heyworth, who‏ ا 

A murdered his four young 

2 nephews and nleces by setting 

1 fire to thelr houae because he 

hated their mother for helping 

. his estranged wife, has beerı sen- 
tenced to life impriaonment, 


IGEL Benn, former holder 

of two world boxing titles, 
haa bcen cleared of attacking 
businessman Ray Sullivan. 


HE Security Service MIS l4 

to advertise for spies. There 
will be a telephone number for 
informants, a site on the 
Internet and the release of docu- 
ments about the agency’s early 
exploita., 


ALCOLM Jones, a 22-year- 

old student at Manchester 
Metropolitan Ulniversity, hanged 
himself after Barclays threat- 
ered him with debt collectora. 
Mir Jones owed the bank £728. 


UMAN rights organisations 

protested after two British 
nurses accused of murdering a 
colleague in Saudi Arabia made 
their first court appearance in 
handcuffs and leg shackles. 


UISANCE the seal, found 

swimming around a reser- 
voir at the Dungeness B nuclear 
power station in Kent, was res- 
cued after nine days. 


OLLY Maxwell, aged 104, 
haa finally heen given the 
Cambridge degree she earned 
8O years ago. In 1917 women 
2 were not allowed to receive 
| degrees. 


A welcome 


change in 


Britain's style 
EDITORIAL 


HE first moves that Tony 

Blair's government has 
made on the European stage are 
to be welcomed. Within days the 
style of government changed. 
And style ia important, in foreign 
policy and in other areas. 

The style adopted by the 
British Fareign Secretary, Robin 
Cook, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Gordon Brown, con- 
trasts sharply with the way the 
prevloua Conservative govern- 
ment used to go about things. 

Obstructiveness on an almost 
daily basia, with a “no, no and 
no" message all too afte 
beamed out of London, has becn 
replaced by a refreshing new 
willingness to be Europeant. 

Britain is no longer kicking 
into touch: it wants to play in the 
centre of the European ficld. 
This ncw attitude has no prece- 
dent in the past 20 yeurs. 
Equally unprecedentecl i» the 
fact that two-thirds of the House 
of Commons ia now made up vf 
MPs who are morc Europhile 
than Europhobic. 

Those Conservative and 
Labour candidates who tried to 
exploit Eurosccpiivism, because 
they thought it was the flavour of 
the month or in tunc with the 
mond of the celectornte, were 
rejected. 

Bul the wind of change in 
Britain is not just i matter of 
alyle. ‘Fhe Blair governmenl hans 
agreed that ihe European suvinl 
charter should form part of the 
Maastricht (renly. Tt will iidopt 
the provisions of the Europoun 
Convenlion on Human Riyglıls, 

Cook and Brown want (o 
operate in A #pirit of conciliation, 
nat of obntruclion. ‘The ‘Korics 
were thrcatening l0 pauraulyse ihe 
Intergovcrnmcnilnl Conference 
on the reform of EU inatllullons, 
which ta clue to complcto lia 
work in Amsterdam In inicl- 
Junc. The Labour government 
has decided, like tho Ftench, to 
seek compromise solullons 
wherever possible, 

When it comes to a joint 
forelgn and securlty policy, the 
Bialr government has proposcd 
a milddle-of-the-road solution: il 
opposes any extension of major’ 
Hy voting, but, aa Cook toll Le 
Monde, pledges it will prnctlae ıı 
policy of “conslrucdve absten- 
ton”. : 

Perhapa mare {important is 
the fact that, although it haa 
rêservatiûonS about the euro, 
Britain — which will Lold the 
rotating ' presidency of the 
European Unlon when the firat 
group of participants come to 
be selected in May 1998 — 
says it will do everything it can 
make i success of the opera- 

on. 6 
٤ ak 0 he ا‎ to 

e aã leading pi r Europe. 
Although it may be premature oo 
talk of a ınériage û trols, the gold 
Franco-German couple can oily 
be pleased with this tarn of 


events.’ 
(May 15) 


1۵ یہ اد‎ 
‘There's something wrong with your treatment’ 


as long as the UN Sanctions Com- 
mittee gives it the go-ahead. 

Although Iraq's crude oil re- 
serves are put at 112 billion barrels, 
it has no ready caslı. Not only have 
its assets been frozen, Dut it cannot 
export oil until it has met all the 
condilions of its disarnıament 
programıne. According lo Lhe spe- 
cial UN conınıission in charge of 
the problem, it lias not yet clone 8o, 
particularly aus regard» chemical 
weapons. 

Iraq's population is paying Ihe 
price. The regime itself has been 
unaffected. On December 10, 1996, 
UN Security Council Resolution RB 
came into force, It aulhorises Iraq to 
receive $1.32 billion in return for oil. 
That sum will ga towarcls paying fo’ 
food and medicine desperately 
needed by its populutitn of nearly 
22 million. Sa, allhougl a sligll inn- 
provenevl is on the cards, lraqis 
have a long way to go befure sveingr 
iı lig ut the end of the {umnel. 

(May 14) 


CHOSE Qu! CLOSE 
E 
M ۱ 


LY A QIELRUE 


TRaITE 


health service was of “high quality", 
according to the World Health 
Organisation: 97 per cent of the 
urban population and 78 per cent of 
country-dwellers received proper 
treatment. Malnutrition was un- 
known. The Annual income per in- 
habitant was $2,800, 

Yasushi Akashi, the Liniterl Na- 
tions under-secretary for humani- 
tarian affairs, said during a receı 
visit to Iraq thal deplorable concli- 
tions in hospitals both in Baghdad 
antl in the nortlı of the country were 
one of the consequences of the 
eınbargo. “There is a significant 
degree of human suffering," he 
said. 

The fact is that the Iraqi health 
service is in n state of total cullapse. 
Seven years of exlremely harsh 
sanctions have broken the lraqis’ 
will to conqner adversity. There is a 
ban on (he import of any protlulcl 
cuntaining elements that ımighl be 
used for ınilitary purposes. But [raq 
van purchase anything else it wants 


Iraq health care hit 
hard by UN embargo 


Tm disgusted and afraid — it could 
happen to ny own kids,” saya Dr 
Kanuna. 

Alhane El Rached, head of the 
Iba El Baladi obstetric and paedi- 
atric clinic, faces precisely that 
problem, Her 17-year-old son suf- 
fers from ulcerative colitis, which 
needs treatment with Salasopirin or 
an equivalent drug. 

“1 might be able to find it on the 
market, but [ can't afford it. It costs 
up to 50,000 dinars [$35]." That is a 
huge sum compared with a govern- 
ment employee's average salary of 
6,000-7,000 dinars, Before the UN 
enıbargo, the dinar was worth 
$3.50; today a dollar will buy 1,500 
dinars. 

The six bedş in one of the emer- 
gency wards in Ba'quba Hospital 
are occupied by children. They are 
accompanied by their mothers, It is 
Wednesday, the day when blood 
transfusions are carried out. They 
all suffer from thalassaemia, 4 
hereditary and severe form of 
anaemia. They need five injections 
of Desferal a week. 

“As there isn't enough of the 
drug, we can only give them one 
jab, after the transfusion,” says a 
doctor. “There are blnor! donors, 
but the hospital often doesn't have 
enough pouches. Because we're 
short of pharmaceutical products 
we have no way of testing for HIV." 

Iraç's water puificalion facilities 
are in uırgent neecl of overhaul, 
Healtlı professionals need to bê 
properly pail if they are lo (lo their 
job properly. A more balanced diet 
woul contribute greatly 10 tackling 
Iraq's public health pryblem at Hs 
Trouls. 

Su is Iraq just anuther poor coun= 
iry? The answer is no. Before the 
1990 sanctions, slıorlages were Un- 
known. Until the encl of 1089 ils 


Mouna Nalm in Baghdad 


T El Qadissiya Hospital, in 
the working-class Baghdad 


suburb of Saddam City, 
seven of the pediatric department's 
22 incubators are only just working, 
Cracked and held together with 
sticking plaster, they offer little pro- 
tection to the premature babies they 
contain, 

Mothers with vacant faces try to 
beat off swarms of flies. Sitting on 
beds covered with sheets that are 
grey with age and covered with 
stains, they answer the doctor's 
questions mechanically. They all 
look world-weary. The room has a 
sweaty smell that a ventilator oes 
little to dispel. The air-conditioning 
has broken down. 

“We move the babies and the sick 
children from one ward to another 
depending on the time of year and 
the amount of sun on that part of the 
building,” says Dr Murad Abdel 
Karim Kanuna, head of the depart- 
ment. 

A boy of four who looks half his 
age lies on a bed. He has slırivelled 
skin and protruding ribs. Like 
several others in lhe hospital he is 
suffering [rom malnutrition and 
marasmus. 

‘There is a shortage of antibiotics, 
anfiseptits, children's milk, cath- 
eters, syringes, medicines ancl soap. 
The health of (he Iraqi population, 
particularly children, is declining 
fast. Operations often have to be 
poslponed for lack of anaesthetics. 

Until international sanctions were 
impusecl un [raq following ils iva- 
sion nf Kuwait in August 1990, Hn 
number of children almiled lu Ilie 
hospilal suffering front malnutrition 
and retarded growth wis very ly; 
it has since risen lo aboul four a (lay, 

“When 1 see this kind of thing, 


saying lt intends to act ns the gadfly 
of the new majorily on the issue of 
the Europea Union and the euro, 
On Europe, wages and the 3%hour 
working week, (he miriorily leflwing 
parlies are all banking an (he tank 
and file putting pressure on a future 
government. Ex- Communist Charles 
Fiterman has called for a “scenario 
along the lines of the Popular 


. Front". 


The Greens lıave been debating 
what they should do to ensure that 
their programme and thelr showing 
at the polis is reflected In govern- 
went. The Communists have 
stressed “the social aspirations" of 
the people, whith alone can bring 
about a “genuine leftwing policy”, 

Theréê will be plenty of chances 
for such feelings to express them- 
selves during (he remainder of the 
campaign. Every meeting of the fat- 
right National Front sparks big local 
demonstrations. The “European 
marches against uneınployment”, 
an event that has the support of left: 
wing associations, trade’ unions and 
parties (including the Socialists), 
will be organised in Paris from May 
16 to May 23. 1 1 

Other more impromptu events; 
suchi ag this week's rail strike, could 
provide the “true left", as It Tikes to 
call itself, with a further opportunity 
to nıake its vöice heard; '. 

{May 15) 


Socialists try to keep allies on a tight leash 


issue of participution in government, 

` Neapite the occasional hiccup 
dirring the caınpaign, there is' no 
doubt the Conımunists would want 
to join a leftwing governmeıtt, In' anı 
attempt to make people forget his 
little “outburst” against the Social- 
ists on television on May 8, Hue told 
the Parisien newspaper: “I want the 
left to succeed, and I shall remain 
unitarianı to the ehd.” 

In order that “a true leftwing pol- 
icy", in Hue's words, can be imple- 
mented, the minority parties are 
now insisting on a number of 
“immediately applicable” strong 
measures. Salarieg are a case irl 
point: the Communlsts’ programme 
talks about “increasing the basic 
minimum wage by 1,000 francs 
[$172] a month as from July”, 
whereas Jospin says he wants to 
avoid a wage explosion. 

The 35-hour working week fea- 
tures in all the leftwing parties’ pro- 
grammes, but the Communists and 
the Greens insist on the need to Intro 
duce a framework law “Immediately”. 

Europe remains a stumbling 
block, In Bordeaux this week, Hue 
said he was convinced that although 
there were very real obstacles, they 
could be overcome: The MDC has 
optéd for a lëss docilê approich, 


government it would have to eın- 
brace the policies of the party that 
had notchèd up the biggest score in 
the first roundl. 

Jospin accepted that there should 
be “competition” for the May 25 poll 
and that each party should “defend 
its territory”, but only on condition 
that “things did not go too far”. It 
would be 4 case of “hegemony”, 
Jospin told Hue, tf the policies that 
10 per cent of the electorate had ap 
proved by voling Comnıumist were 
imposed on the 30 per cent that had 
voted Socialist. ۶ 

He was equally firm a day later, 
when he celebrated the electoral and 
political pact between the Socialists 
and the Greens by travelling to Dole, 
in the Jura, to lend his support to the 
Green leader, Dominique Voynet, The 
two leaders reiterated their opposition 
to the RhineRhêne Canal project, 
which Jospin described as “an eco- 
nomic absurdity’. But he also pointecl 
out that differences remained between 
the two partes, notably over the 
Verdeille law on hunting, whose abro- 
gation he opposed. . 

At the beginhing of this week, de 
bate among the Socialists’ alliea on 
the left'— the Communists, the 
Greens nd the Citizens’ Movement 

(MDC) —~ was dominated by the 


Ariane Chemin and 
Michel Noblecourt 


WY Tt only 10 days to go be- 
fore the first round of the 
general election, the French Social- 
ist leader, Lionel Jospin, is sticking 
to his guns, At the sumnıit meeting 
between the Socialist Party and 
Communist Party on April 29, 
Jospin made it clear that lf the left 
were to win; the resulting govern- 
ment would pursue the policy that 
had gained the most electoral sup- 
port in the first round, in other 
words that of the Socialists. 

He also made it clear that 
promised changes, whether they in- 
volved boosting demand and pur- 

jing power or introducing a 
35-hour working week, would be in- 
plemented "gradually, not in 40 days 
or six months, but over five years", 

Following the SocialistCommu- 
nist “joint declaration”, the Commu- 
nists’ leader, Robert Hue, raised the 
possibility of “negotiations” about 
an agreement oh what kind of gov- 
ernment would be formed if the left 
Were to win. On May 12, Jospin re- 
sponded ‘by saying that any such 
agreement was out of the question. 
H the ' Communists, like other left- 
Wing parties, wanted to take part in 


May 25 1807 


ital created by the welfare state has 
nol yet been wholly dissipated and 
Ihe new social costs caused by the 
decline of welfare have not yet be. 
come huge. The social costs of both 
the welfare and non-welfare state 
are large, but the social costs of 
state in traıısition between the two 
can be ignorantly or mendaciously 
represented as small. Small tlıey 
may be, bııl only for a time, 

The seconcl concealment is of a 
straightforward seizure ûf assets by 
a business class tat sees a reduced 
welfare state, trimmed down for 
profit-taking, as a highly desirable 
industry. Too often privatisation is 
seen as something governments do 
for ideological reasons, when it can 
equally well be seen as the reaction 
of business to the increasing difficul 
ties of manufacturing. Factories can 
and do move across national bound- 
aries, but hospitals, unemployntent 
offices, hostels, uld peoples hones 
and tlıe like cannot. They belong in 
an unavoidably local category, along 
wilh roads, airports, and houses, 
and are far easier meat (han the diffi 
cult businesses of making things in 
a global economy. Whal was once an 
infrastructure that many business 
men were happy to leave to nallorr 
alised industry while they played in 
ihe more profitable fielcls of malu 
facturing and finance hag become 
more attractive than either. 


HE THIRD cuncealment is 
Ihe most impurtanl, and thal 
is to deny {he centrality of the 
welfare state to the idea of democr® 
tic citizenship. In a leclure last 
in Lonclon, Ed Broacthenl, the (ot 
mer lender of Canada's New Demo- 
cratic party, offerecl a welcome and 
eloquent restatertuent of this princi 
ple, The welfare state, he emphe 
sisecl, is not a miller of allruisın or 
charity. I is a grand bargain that 
reconciles citizens to Lhe inequal 
ties thal arise front capitalism by of 
fering them cquilable treatment In 
cerinin fundamental areas of life. AS 
long as basic rigghls are assul 
"the nıore exotic advantages û 
being rleh will produce more indif 
ference Ihan resentment". If i8 also 
al altempL lo reconcile lwo 
human nature, or, as Broad 
puts ll: "The marriage uf thé welfare 
state brings together the two dispo 
sitions of fairness and selfin! 
Like all marriages, it is prec 
— and the halauce between 
impulse to solidarity and that to self 
must be constantly monitored. 
The worst damage done i tle 
` years of reireat has been to upset 
that balance, but the most insidious 
has been to aller consciousness, 
taking advantage of the fact that he 
success of the welfare state had “lhe 
led conega af iheres? 
iig the number of wo e 
families open to neoliberal arg | 
ments". Many came to believe, OF |. 
halfbelieve, that “it was their ا‎ . 
alone, not the cornplex social and |: 
economic agenda of the .welê |i 
. stale that accounted for their SUC. 
gE e the o i rt اا‎ 
le of the successiy N 
` brought up in a subaldised hous. 
given free education and free heal 
„Café, helped witli, tê prjblem f 
caring for aged parents, aided lhi.ihe |! 
purchase of a Home, aff assisted 2Y I! 
, Püblic money ih' businége or, Pf 
! sion — coring, bj 4, startling 
i selfdeceptlon, 


Behind the myth of 
the self-made man 


. l! sêlkmade pam.’ ... 


Martin Woollacott 


ARCHERS from all over 
Europe are heading for Am- 

sterdam next month. The 
Inter-Governmental Conference, 
charged with weighty decisions on 
the reform and expansion of the Eu- 
ropean Union, will have these pil- 
grims on its doorstep, crying that 
Europe's policies are weekly and 
monthly increasing the continents 
poverty. 

Some af the British marchers are 
setting off from Jarrow. Hunger 
marchers in 1997? We are so used 
to the idea that Europe is still afflu- 
ent, even in somewhat straitened 
times, that comparison with the 
1930s seems far-fetched. Indeed, 
there is no strict comparison, be- 
cause the forms of poverty have 
changed, f there could be, it would 
no doubt show that few are as badly 
off as many were in those days. Yet 
a recent survey, the first compre- 
hensive report on European İin- 
comes, suggests that one European 
in six lives in a poor household. 
That is 57 million people, among 
whom impoverished workers and 
old people constitute a larger group 
than those who are poor because 
they have no job. 

What the survey also showed ig 
that the more generous a nation's 
welfare state, the fewer cilizens are 
in poverty. Denmark has only 6 per 
cent in poverty, while Britain is 
bracketed with Greece at 22 per 
cent. There could be argument over 
the criteria usecl, but the broad point 
is clear. Those countries that have 
gone furthest in dismantling the wel- 
fare state, or never had much of one, 
have more poor people. 

That so obvious a conclusion 
should need underlining is a sign of 
the times. Politicians all over 
Europe and North America are en- 
gaged in cutting welfare while deny- 
ing that people will, in consequence, 
be ‘poorer. Money will be betler 
used, they argue. Lower social costs 
will mean morc jobs, they say. In 
Trance and Gernıany, politicians oti 
both right and lcfl move to recog- 
nise the “advantages” of (he Anglo- 
Saxon model öf retluced welfare and 
deregulation which, among otlıer’ 
things, they believe will help them 


. achieve those elusive Maasiriclıt 


convergence targets, In Italy, gOv- 
ernment and unions meet to re- 
negotiate the welfare state, the 


| “mother of all issues", according to 


the communist leader Fausto 
Bertinotli. In the United States, the 
likely result of Clinton's reforms 1s a 
downward spiral of competitive cut- 
ting of welfare costs by states. 
One difficulty of discussing the 


` welfare state is that the right, with 


its simplistic notion of welfare as a 
Burdèn on business and competi 
tiveness and ãs an institution syb- 
. yerslve of individual self-reliançe, 
fiãs captured the vocabulary to the 
point that even politicians on thé left 
! usê the same thin atithmetic and de 
, fective psychology. That partial cap- 
. ture of the argUment has come to 


'concëal at lèast three İimpbrtant’ 


| things. One i8 that Social costs ate a 


` procêss, changing over thé years. 
The denial of this fact has edabled’ 
` rightwihg governments to claim 


i they have found. a soliton hên 
; they are mêrely taking advantagë of 


taste they are barely distinguishable.” Enough to | what, historically; iê jist a Horti: 


:— that moment whên the s 


cial journey outside London was to Northern 
Ireland, To cap it all he then delivered what by any 
standards was the most important speech on 
Northern Ireland for many months, in which he au- 
thorised fresh talks between the government and 
republicans. John Hume called tt the most compre- 
hensive speech ou the subject by a British prime 
minister in the past 25 years. It ia hard to see how 
‘Mr Blair could have done more in such a short 
time to show the world that Northern Ireland re- 
mairıs at the top of the agenda under Labour. 

But gestures, although unusually important in 
Irlah affairs, are never enough. The substance is in 
the policy, and the policy was set out in Belfast by 
Mr Blair at length and often in frank and direct lan- 
guage. His essential message, though, was of contl- 
nuity, that what hed beer bravely begun under John 
Major in 1993 would continue, But, the apeech alao 
contained aome important tactical initiatives that Mr 
Major would probably not have made. The most aig- 
nificant was in the passages that made explicit the 
logic of general commitment to the consent of the 
vatera af Northern Ireland, Although all parties 
other than Sinn Feln are now coınmitted to consent, 
few prominent protagonists before Mr Blair have 
‘been prepared to aay honestly what this is likely to 
mean in practice. But Mr Blair did: “None of ua in 
this ball today, even the youngest, is likely to see 
Northern Ireland as auytl.ing but a part of the 
United Kingdom,” These are wur'ds nationalists gen- 
erally do not like to hear, and there were other pas 
sages in the speech that seemed to indicate that Mr 
Blair is keen to limit Dublin's influence over the 
process. But these will have beer reassurinf to all 
but the most inflexibly supremacist of Ulster 
Unionists. They were also backed up b. . stronger 
commitment to the Union itself than Lı: «ıu politl- 
cians normally offer (“I believe in th. United 
Kingdom, I value the Union”), and an explicit denial 
that Labour any longer wishes to follow a Green 
agenda (“My agenda is not a united Ireland”). 

If Mr Blalr’s frankness in these questions of Irish 
theology is to matter, much will depend upon the 
succega of the mast dramatic part of the speech, in 
which he authorieed Hmited contact with Sinn Fein, 
irreapective of a formal ceasefire, for the purpose of 
establishing whether the republicans are more in- 
terested in participating in democratic politics than 
they now appear to be, This 1s a brave and welcome 
initiative, which presumably explains Mr Hume's 
enthusiasm for what was otherwise not an indulgent 
speech towards Ireh nationalism. Sinn Feir’a re- 
sponse to the proposal will be crucial, but Mr Blair 
pulled few punches in ahowing his contempt for the 
TRA4's strategy, and the initial reaction from Martin 
McGuinness was as obdurate as ever. If the consid- 
ered response is more positive, Mr Blair may be on 
the verge of facilitating the breakthrough Mr Major 
strove for but fumbled. Jf it is negative or, as we 
have come to expect, simply evasive, it is hard to be 
optimistic about the immediate future of Northern 
Irelandin spite of Mr Blair’ asaured debut there. 


Best thing since 
sliced bread? 


PT Edward Montagu, first Earl of Sandwich 
(who fought for parliament at Marston Moor in 
1644 in the civil war) and his children and grand- 
children. None of them knowingly ate a sandwich: 
it hadn't been invented. That distinction was left to 
the 4th Earl, John Montagu, who put juicy slivers 
of English beef between slicea of bread s0 as not to 
İmterrupt hia all-nlght gaming sesalons befote re- 
turning to his day job (first Lord of the Admiralty). 
The beef bit of his sarney has become unpopular 
but the sandwich itself sweeps all before it, poaai- 
bly ranking as one of the most successful British 
inventions. Almost half of us have one'every day. 
The proliferation of sandwich shops has created an 
industry worth $3.2 billlon a year, growing at 
nearly 10 per cent, It has heen exported around 
the world and is taking off in France, where the 
market is expected to expand by 60 per cent to 
$180 millon by 2000. The Internet is host to 
sandwich sites wiiere you caıı exchange recipes, 
tread poems and even order them on-line, Ht all 
sounda like a Great Unsung Brilsh Success Story. 

Or did, untll last week, wien the Wall Street 
Journal clnlrned that “Britain's biggest contribution 
to gastronomy” (quch!) has become factory-packed 
made with “bland bread Invariably smeared with 
mayonnaise and filled with stant portiûtis of what 
might be’ ptawns, chicken or him — go similar in 


make the fourth earl turn iıı his grave? 


“rebels” for wom the term had long become 


Yet Mr Kahila must ahow ınature political judg: |. 


12 COMMENT 
Rejoicing 
in Kinshasa 


AIRE'S HATED regime has been swept away by 


an anachronism. To the end, the .lawlesa hangers- 
on of Mobutu hustled to take their booty with them 
Î into exile. Captain Mobutu Kongulu, in (he worst 
tradition of the sons of great dictators, settled a few 
acorea before fleeing himself, Then came the troops 
of the stıccessful revolution: many of them lightly- 
armed teenagers, walking into victory. The eventa 
of those final hours marked the contrast between 
these forces all too clearly, The last-ditch attempts 
to finease a negotiated deal from outside now seem 
at beat irrelevant, at worst a'continuation of the ex- 
ternal meddling, that has had auch a malign effect 
on Zaire for neatly 40 yeara. Apprehension about a 
final bloodbath unless such a deal were reached 
was unjustified: Mobutu's army crumbled or 
change aides too fast to give itself enough time to 
loot and plunder, Laurent Kabila’s insistence on 
maintalıing the advance and rejecting the negotia- 
tora’ delays proved tactically correct. Now he muat 
devise a correct strategy for the future, and there 
are plenty of questions to be asked about that. But 
there should be no doubt that his triumph is Zalre’s 
best news in decades. 

Before aslking those questions, it ia necessary to 
revlew these decades, ard not just to asaign blame 
to those who fostered Mobutu and then condoned 
his despotiam, although blame is richly deserved, 
It ia to remind ourselves that the entire fabric, 
political, economic and social, of Zaire — now 
once again the Congo — has been systematically 
destroyed aa a result. History may conclude that 
the most lating damage to Zalre was caused not by 
the CIA's backing for Mobutu’s coups but hy the 
willingness of the US Export-Import Bank to 
bankroll his grandiose economic designs. Mobutu 
hag gone but the foreign debt atill hanga around 
his former subjects’ necks. Similarly, the outright 
dictatorship of Mobutu in hls earlier years may 
have created fewer problema for today than the 
morc subtle post-1990 machinations by him (con- 
doned in Washington, Paris andi Brussels) that 
subverted a formal ahift to multi-party politics, 
‘The State Department last week said US relations 
with the new authorities depends on Mr Kabila's 
“commitment to democratic reforma, public ac- 
countabillt and respect for human rights”, When 
did Washington lft a finger, during years of suffer- 
ing by ordinary Zaiteans, to demand observance of 
these principles by Mobutu? More to the point, 
Western countries should jointly sequester 
Mobutu's uncounted assets and assiat in returning 
him to face chargea for violatlon of those rights. 

Like so much that went wrong in the decades of 
cold war, Zalre’s troubles cannot, must not, be 
shrugged aside as a Third World phenomenon. 


ment for Zaire's own sake, He should heed Ugan- 
da's President Yoweri Museveni, and becoıme the 
main element in a “transitional authority” while set- 
ting up a broad-based administration. He inherits a 
fragmented scene where instant recourge to elec- 
tions would be a disaster: diplomata in Kinshasa say 
lıis stated deadline of 12 montha would be reason. 
able. It is, but he must stick to it, Replacing a dicta- 
tor should not become au excuse: the Zairean 
people deserve much better, Mr Kabila also has to 
manage relatlona with his own external backers 
carefully, and avoid granting too much power to the 
Znirean Tutsls, who started the recent revolution. 
The verdict on his handling of the Rwandan refugees 
is stil unclear. In short, Mr Kabila has much to 
learn and a track record that ja shaky at aome points 
and blank in others. Buıt Zaire can at least begin to 
hope: that is a huge step forward. 


A new opening 
in Belfast 


CEPE celui Both mo 
. B tractable problems, theu. after only two weeks in 
office Tony Blair would already have gone a long 
way towarda unlocking the Northern Ireland situa- 
tion. The Prime Minister was barely in offlce before 
he summoned the local party leaders to Downing 
Street, taking care to meet. the .most important, 
David Trimble, first. Then. he made sure that his 
first internatlonal visitor was the Irish prime minis- 
ter, John Bruton, And last week Mir Blair’s first offi- 
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Slovak Jews 
angered by 
new history 


ار و ا 
Mariin Piichta in Bratislava‏ 


ا 
66FYT HE carpentry workshops in‏ 
Ti camp of Sered lan in‏ 

ternment camp for Slovak Jews 
35knı east of Bratislava] were the 
most modern antl most productive 
in Slovakia . . . During the school 


Indonesia: 
A Chance 
To Breathe 


EDITORIAL 


HE WORLD'S fourth most 

populous country, Indonesia, 
ia holding a general cleclion May 
29. The ruling parly says it in- 
tenda to win with 70.02 percent 
of the vote (up from 68 percent 
last time around). Its confidence 
may in part be explained by the 
fact that, as one Indonesian g{erı- 
eral recently said, “opposition 
parties do not exist in Indo- 
nesian democracy." 

President Suharto, who has 
been in power for more than 3() 
years, his governed his nation 
autacratlcally, but his reign has 
not been cıntirely despotic. Al 
least until recently, onc couldn't 
imagine the Indonesian regime 
sending someone to jail for pos- 
sessing a fax machinc, us the 
Burmese junta docs. The press 
and nongovernmvntal orfanizı- 
ons, inside very dcfinite limits, 
were allowed some ruom {û0 niil- 
neuver, And the cconumy has 
performed impressively, gruw- 
ing at an annual rate of 6 pervent 
during the 1980s and naıırly % 
percent this decade. Today, only 
ane in aeven Indonesians lives 
in poverty, us officially Jefinaecl. 

In nations such as» Soutl: 
Korea and Taiwan, this kind of 
economic growth led to political 
Hbceralzaion. ln the oauwly 
1990s, it sccmed as though 
Indotıesia was cautlously aking 
the same path. But in the pnal 
tırec years, Mr. Suharto has re- 
veraed course, putting hin nu- 
ton’s future in peril. At the uge of 
7G, lc refuses lo make any provi 
sions for an orclerly successlon. 
Hila relulives and cronies arc en- 
riching (hemaelves in an inerenn- 
iugfy corrupt atmosphere. 

Recently, the regime hun 
cerncked down hardl, arrcsliny 
labor organizers and political 
opponents alike. Mcgawntl 4 
Sukarnoputr, daughlcr of n pre- : 
vious president nnd a polentinl 
opposition fgure wilh populnr ap- . 
peal, haa heon casentlally banned 
from publie life. Students have re- , 
çeivedl jall terms of more than 10 : 
years: for urging democralle re- 
form. Ih Marzh’ the government 


Mary Jordan In Tokyo 
P ROSECUTORS in Seoul last 


Saturday arrested the 

younger son of South Korea 
President Kim Young Sam on 
bribery and tax-evasion charges, in 
a sensational scandal that has capli- 
vated the country ancl will likely af- 
fect the upcoming presidential 
election. 

Kim Hyun Chul, 37, is accused of 
taking $3.6 million in bribes from 
businessmerl’ seeking favors from 

„, | bis father. He also is charged with 
accepting another $3.7 million in 
cash donations from businessmen |: 
and laundering’ the: cash to avoid 
paying $1.5 million in taxes. 

Prosecutors say the younger Kim 
had more than 100 bank accounts, 
where he tried to hide money given 
to him by businessmen seeking gov- 
ernment contracts or licenses. Kim 
has admitted taking some of the 
money, but has denied it was bribes, 
If found guilty of both bribery ancl 
tax evasion, he could be sentencecl 
to life in prison. 

The president, who has made : 
fighting corruption a cornerstone of | President Kim Young Sam's son, Hyun Chul, is arrested in Seoul PHOTOGRAPH: FU SUh, BONG 
his administration, has not been ac- 
cused of wrongdoing. But analysts | tics, econoıny and society will be ex- | represents, and partly because many | ternts fur corruption and treason. 
say the scandal has paralyzecl his | punged." see it as proof of the healtlı and ma- | But nıımeroııs scandals close to hin 
presidency and diminished lis inlut- The paralysis in the final months | turity of South Korean democracy. have led to allegations by opposilion 
ence in selecting a candidate to suc- | of Kim's presidency also puis him in Kim's government is the first in j politicians thai he himself is corrupt 
ceed him in the December election. | a weaker position to deal with North | modern times lo be healed by a | and should slep down. 

Kinı Young Saın was elected in 1992 | Korea at a tine when Soulh Korea | popularly elected civilian politician Opposition leaders hope ta 
and by law is lipilecl to onc five-year | aud the United Stales are working | with no military ties. In three | broaden the criminal invesligalion 
term. to bring the North to the negotiat- | decades of military authoritarian | of Kim's son to find out more about 

The elder Kim, who has been bu | ing table to discuss peace. Many be- | rule that preceded Kim's presi- | the presidents campaign-finance 
feted by repeated scnndals involving | lieve genuine improvements in | dency, the idea that a close relative | practices. They contend that the 
close ailes and now his son, has be- | North-South relations, wiich the | of the nation’s leader might be ar- | younger Kim siphoned off leflover 
come a virlual caretaker president | United States sees as key to stability | rested was laughable. campaign funds for private use, 
with ınore than six montlıs left in | on the edgy Korean Peninsula, may Previous military leaders consid- Analysts say the president is 
his term. Seeking to minimize the | be delayed until a new South Ko- |j ered themselves “all powerful, all- j deeply concerned about who will suc- 
damage. he isaued a formal apology | rean president takes office. knowing, omnipotent untouchables," | ceed him. A hostile successor could 
for the “severe shock and disap The North Koreans repeatedly | sail Lee Jung Hoon, who teaches j launch the kind of investigation into 
pointment” that his son's arrest has | denourıce Kiın Yotıng Sam as a “trai- 1 political science at Seoul's Yonsei | Kim's administration that Kim 
caused the nation. tor" and a "puppet" of the United | University. “To have a soıı arrested | laıunclıed against Rolı and Chun. 

“From now onı, President Kim will | States. Recognizing his weakness, | during a presidents term is big Nam Si Uk, publisher of Mun 
sternly punish, according to the law | analysts say, North Korea may re- | news. But lhe public opinion was so | Hwa Ilbo, a daily newspaper in 
antl regartlless of status or rank, | sist improving es ıuntil they can | strong, government prosecutors | Seoul, sald the arrest ınarked a 
thoxe linked to corruption," sail a | deal with his successor. could nol have let him walk." "turning polnt” in South Korean po- 
statement issued by the Blue The arrest of the younger Kim has Presiclent Kim orderecl the prose- | litical history, “It implies hat Ko- 
House, the presidential office, “It is | caused a sensation in South Korea. Ii Û cution of his two iinmediate prede- | rean sociely is in a iransilional 
hoped that through this incident lhe | has captivaled the country parlly be- | cessors, Roh Tae Woo and Chun | perlod from an authoritarlan one Lo 
corruption deeply rooted in our poli- Î caıtse of the depth ofthe corruption it | Doo Hwan, who are now serving jail Î a democratic one," Nam sald. 


families who were at liberty .. . Jew 
ish doctors looked after the health 
of the camp inmates, Dentisls even 
had gold for denlures, something 
the great majorly af 
the Slovak population could not 
afford." 

This description, which has 
caused an outcry among the snıall 
Jewish community in Slovakia that 
survived the Holocaust, comes nol 
from a privately circulated or 
banned revisionist book, but from 
an official history of Slovakia. The 
Slovak education niinistry İıas just 
distributed 90,00 copies af the 
book to leachers. 

Dusan Kovac, head of the History 
Institute, says; “This manual is 4 
dangerous [alsificalion of lıistory 
which is cleeply coloured by the 
clericaHascist idenlogy of the Slo 
vak state [193%-45}." 

Ils aulhor, Milan Durica, who 
teaches at Piklua LIniversily in Italy, 
is i notoriuus atlmirer of lhe regime 
header] by Munsigıror Jozef Tiso, 
president of the’ "Hirst Slovak repub- 
lv", which was founded un Hitler's 
urclers in March H3, at a lime 
wlıen Nazî Iruups occupied Bo 
hernia ind Moravia. 

“Tisu wus hanged in IY$7 aller 
being convictetl of high treason and 
crimes against humanily: he had 
allowecl aluusl all the 70,000 Jews in 
prewar Slovakian lo be deported. 
and called in Gernıan troops to help 
pul down the uprising by the NF 
tional Slovak resislance movement 
în August 1944, 

in the course of last month's cele 
bralion uf the 3ULl anniversary of 
Tiso's death by lhe Slovak National 
parly — on¢ of lle three parties IM 
the ruling coalition, and the one t0 
which Ihe education nuinister Eva 
Sladkovska belongs — there were 
allempls lo reanseus Tiso's role. 

ILis arguccl in some quarters 
he did everything he could to pre 
tect the Jews, and was unaware 
“în good failh" — of the nature of 
the death camps, Durica has, writ 
ten: "The deportation of young Jews 
who were fit to work came i0, 
sharp criticism in Slovakia, partic” 
larly because it separated farm 
So after the then prime ıninister 
interceded with Adolf 
[the organiser of the Final Solu 


E. Shalala to report back in 180 clays 
with recommendations for how to 
. better include ‘minority communi 

ties İn health care research. : 
, The Tuskegee study charted the 
progress of the disease in 389 black. 
men who had ayphilis for at least 
two year's but showed no symptoms 
and were not told they had the dis- |. 
ease, The aim ‘of the study was t¢ 


Clinton Apologizes to Tuskegee Victims 


.| John E, Harrla and The last three words çamê, with | promises of free medicine and 
Michael A. Fletcher. émphasis, pauses afier each one, | meals. They were never told their 
a ا‎ ad were followed by applause from | venereal disease was being left un- 

HE APOLOGY came more tha | the audience. There are eight sur- | treated to study its long-term ef 
six decades after the injustice | viyors of the Tuskegee experiment,..| fects. The attitudes that prompted 

„| Pegan but nat too late for Hermari | which began’ in'1932. and’ did 'iot |’ such a study, said Clinton, were 

„| Shaw to hear it. ` °. <° ‘| end until a newspaper expose four | “clearly racist.” And the mistrust has 


1 1, 1942. Shaw turned turn 95 last week, | ‘decades later, and five were at,the | echoed through the decades, The | withhold treatment from thé men .carda o 
onl they began on 4p ا‎ but he was in his early 303 when his | White House: They are öld' men | Tuskegee experiment is commonly | and compare their health to that of | Ek e n ER 
ê co ter this “rnystification of government deceived him, letting Û now — Fred Simmons puts his age | cited as a prime reason for the dis- | non-ayphilitic blacl-men in a control Tis ‘geograpig, “elhiio mix and 
history” 2 Kovac calls it, the leader „| ls syphilis go untreated. iû ‘the | at 110 — and several arrived in | trust many African Americans have | group. .: i ` ` | religiouk aliy ive i danesla | 
of the Jewish community in „| name of a twisted brand of science |. wheelchairs. . for medical research in particular i The study began at a time when Î .reڍ‎ gout love caulloualy it giy: 

kla, Jozef Weiss, has urged the „Î that came to be known as the | The. audlehce'. included family | and government in general. 


treating syphilis was difficult, But it 
. coniinued long after the develop 
.:ment of penicillin in the 19408, 


"Tuskegee Experiment." members of. vicis no longer liv- “Tuskegee would always come up 


5 cone 2 
government to make a “clear Last week, Shaw stood in the East e at it included Mary Harper, |j when people -recotinted incidents 


' ‘themselves will 
demnation of manifestations of 45 


have to"port “out. But outsidérs 


must be considered cloudy... 


holidays, children could spend a pe 
.| riod outside the camp with Jewish 


Rural Poland faces uncertain future 


Î NatalleNougayrêde . ار آ‎ hl. j: 


1 in Rzeszotary | # 3 e 
I N POLAND, the largest agri- 


culfural country in central and . 
eastern Europe, 25 per cent of 
the working population is engaged 
in farming, compared with 5 per 
cent in France, Almost 8 million 
people live on 2 million family- 
owned farms, most of which are no 
j bigger than four hectares, Dig- 
guised unemployment is high. The 
main obstacle to any restructuring 
of Polish agriculture ie surplus man- 
power. . 
AÃ number of large farms in west- 
ern Poland have modernised suc- 
cesalully and found markets in 
other former communist countries. 
But in the rural east and south of 
the country the situation is critical. 
Ryszard Burda has eight dairy 
cows and 12 hectares of land with 
which to feed them. In his barn 
there ia an old Ursus tractor and a 
muck-epreader. Next to the cow- 
shed, in a small room that he keeps 
meticulously clean, he has installed 
a milk refrigerating ıuınit. 8 
He ig praud of all his equipment, 
of which he has more than anyone 
else in the village of Rzeszotary, in 
southern Poland. Every other day, a 
lorry from the co-operative comes 
to collect 140 Titres of milk, for 
which he gets paid 0.50 zloty (15c) a 
litre. In this part of the country, 
wlıere the landscape consists of a 
patchwork quilt of countless tiny 


Hoedown... new Jobs will have to be found for Poland’s surplus rural workers PHOTOGRAPH: MARTIN ARGLES 


because “there is no guarantee that | Tle debate is all the more acri- | she and her three sons make pad- 
in a few yearş' time farming will still | moıtious because it has been | locks, door handles and wooden 
be profitable”, . accompanied by political tensions, | benches, witch they sell at markets 

The countdown to the moment | which were illustrated on April 10 | all over the country. The family has 
when Poland joins the EU has j by the sacking of the “reformist” j diversified its aclivities. What wor- 
begun. The French president, | agriculture minister, Roman | ries Mrs Nowak about the EU is not 
Jacques Chirac, would like that to | Jagielinski, who stood accused of (| competition but something else: 
happen in 2000), Overpopulation in | having caused a fall in the price of | “Foreigners, especially Germans, 
ı'ural Poland could lead to a serious | wheal by authorising the import of | will cone and buy up our land for 


plots of land, Burda is a “big | social crisis. Once exposed to West- | cereals [roın the United Slates. peanuts. They'll monopolise every- 
larnıer. ern competition, many inefficient His sacking niarked a fresh vic- | thing." 
‘This fragmentation of the land, | farms may nal survive. tory for the "conservatives" over the Jaroslaw Kalinowski, a PPP men 


which results fron the fact that 
collectivisation was not carried out 
as ruthlessly in Poland as it was in 
other central European countries, is 
another factor thai seriously ham 
pers modernisation. 

Burda says his larıd is so far-flung 
he cannot put his cows out to grass 
— "I'd have to put one on each plot!" 
Nor can he increase his herd. He 
has trled to persuade lis farmer 
neighbours to form some sort of 
joint veuture, but it is difficult: “No 
ore wants to change,” 

Burda dreads Poland's joining 
the European Union. "Tm worried 
by all those problems of quotas. 
Will wê he able to go on selling our 
products? My milk iş good, but 
Danislı and Dutch farmers produce 
an incomparably better product 
with all thelr public health stan- 
dards." Burda has got bis two 
young sans to study at university, 


Most Polish agricultural products | “modernists” within the powerful | ber who was appointed ayricullure 
do uot meet EU health standards, | Polish Peasant Party (PPP), which | minister on April 21, says: "We shall 
let alone packaging and marketing | has run the country for the past four | have to.take protective ıneasures, as 
criteria; and they remain relatively | years with its coalition partner, the | the price of lal is 10-30 tines 
expensive. So it is far from ceriain | texcommunis) Democratic Left j cheaper in Poland than ii is in EU 
they will succeed in becoming com- | Alliance. countries." 
petitive, The PPP officially favours Kalinowski is keen {o protect 

Danuta Hubner, secretary of the | Poland's entry into the EU, but lıas | small farmers from wilat he calls 
Polish committee for EU integra- | in practice blocked all major re- | “the relurn of Lhe lords", in other 
tion, claims her country will with- Î forms for one simple reason: a | words the big landowners. 
stand the shock. "We will need to | restructured farming indusiry The Poles have an almost sacred 
redeploy counitrydwellers," she Î would mean fewer farmers and j relationahip with the land. Poland 
says. therefore fewer voters for the PPF, | ia a country whose borders have 

She lists several possible avenues | which hopes to play a leading role in | shifted many times, and it was 
of rural development: agriHourism, | negotiations between Warsaw and | once wiped completely off (he 
improved Infrastructure, and the | the EU, map. “We love uur land, and we 
forming ` of companies to process In Swiatniki Gorne, a village in |j want to keep it as it is for the sake 
farm products. “We can't just şit | the southern region of Galicia, | of our children," says a farmer. 
back and wait for our farmers to get | Stanislaw and Anna Nowak farm | Poland's joining the EU will be 
handouts from Brussels,” she says. | five hectares, The Nowaks eat what | about muuch more than just qilotas 
While her attiude may be reassur- | they produce —~ “that way we buy | or profitability: it wlll have a desta- 
ing for Westen farmers, it 1s {he | fewer imported products” Mrs | bilising effect on the values of Pol- 
kind of thing that inflames disçus- | Nowak says, .- | ish society. 4% 
sion ofthe issue in Poland. In a workshop next to the barn, ` (May 4-5) 


Japan finally recognises its Ainu minority | i futlmakeare, 


mention of the aggression and 
. forced integration to which they 
Pnlllppe Pons In Tokyo Noatonly were minorities margin. | implemented at the beginning of | were subjected in the past, nor 
ج د ی‎ allged, but their very existence the Metjl perlad, signed the does it grant them the status of 
ا‎ S parltament has juat wa8s derıied. death warrant of the Ainu people | an aboriginal people (who have 
dented the myth that the Modern Japau did not just in- | and their culture. The 1899 law | certain rights in their capacity as 


Japanese form an homogeneous, | vadeita regional neighbours. It on the “protection of former na- | firat occupants). The lawmakers 
people. Ita almost unanimous earller “colonised” lands along tives” — abrogated by the law feared şuch a step might encour- 
vote on May 8 in favour of a law ita borders — the small indepen- j passed last week —~ aimed to as- Î age the Ainu to demand the 

to promote Ainu culture marked | dentkingdom of Okinawa to the | similate the Ainu by eradicating | reatitutlon of their territorlea.. 
the firat occasion on which the south, and the Alnu-occupied their culture, They were robbed . Following a dispute over the 
exlatence of an ethnlc minority island of Hokkaido to the north, | oftheir land and their language, | conatruction ofa dam that sub- 
in the Japanese archipelago has The Ainu were hunter-gather- forced to take Japanese ıames; | merged an Ainu holy site on, 


O N TT a aT EE EO CE E TE 
DR eee CL an f RA. x, | o FHOLAISO a he DET | e Dh E | E O I "| ar down and tene! to President | dice was elas. done but fel man of the Congressional Black: | he ime he cpr Felied: l. eonzelsRbe: HI uy e i 
ap E ELO ae E ELT ا‎ Reese polan a Phe Rrra san of be egit hek ST | dren a Tole r i WO 
e ielipetd in ie second | mueninn ofp mtirtence gome . | tey utprotehl teman aheifnelpeore o | E IONE... gre but we gas end he sence | beled Soll the Negro Male | vended o atrenm ils vost, | dren hal outed ie clean aî | Gono tê done SDE hey 
A O EET a FC A TS LIEGE AEE 
fialgasone, sill decreed that | bytheJopenose | desteAlnubocmme sive and | willnowatleaathaveto reef ; |". ., Morris 1; Arnerlcan people, wat fhe United | goal it a manmer that was irre. | center on, boiiicn and research | attending the ceremony hows you | to Breatlıê aad develop. ne u 
٣ sisted "ofa single ethnic group". Î Hokkaido, first systematically | recognised. The new law marks. . May14. 7: ... "All rlghıts strictly reserved: . َه‎ aA was shame- e ie ed fiuman Services Secretary Doi rh E ROR tion's economic prospects also ; 
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phisticated technique for assessing 


Squash, Not Corn, Was Main Crop of Early Americans | he ruiocnrbon aze of biologicnl 


specimens, called accelerator mnss 


gurt Suplee the first evidence of domesticated | erers made a very short transition to | 19608 by Kent V. Flannery of the Î spectroscopy (AMS), that could an- 
| bheansand corn m—the other two sta- | farmers," Smith said, with some esti | University of Michigan in a cave | alyze very small quantities of sam 
ple cultivars of meso-American pre- | mates as brief as 500 years, But his j named Guila Naquitz near Oaxaca. ple material. When tliat method was 
history — and roughly coincident | new analysis of squash seeds, stems Initial dating of the material by the | applied to the Oaxaca remains, il 
viously thought, and their first big | witlı the dawn of agriculture, wich | and rinds from a cave in Oaxaca | radiocarbon method suggested that | slowed that they were no more 
cop was not the fabled corn planl, | occurred independently at a half | show that the changeover lasted | the find was close to 10,000 years | than 5,000 years old. 

but squash, a new analysis has found. | dozen siles around the world, some 6,000 years in the Americas. old. In those days, objects as small as Smith set out to clarify the matter. 
About 10,000 years ago, hunter- “This pushes Mexico back in the As recently as 1995, in his book | seeds could not be dated using radio- | He went to Mexico last year and ub- 
gatherers in what is now southern | time frame to approximately the | The Emergence Of Agriculture, | carbon because the process required tained additional C. pepo saınples 
Mexico started hedging their edible |j same as the Near East," where bar- | Snıith placed the origin of cultivation | comparatively large amounts of ma- | fronı the cave, AMS datlng showed 
bets by cultivating a baseballsize | ley first was raised in the Jordan | in meso-America at about 4,700 years j terial. So instead of testing the plant | the samples lo be between 10,000 ard 
suash called Cucurbita pepo, prob- | Valley 10 nıillennia ago, said Smith, | ago, That chronology had become | relics, Flannery dated charcoal from | 8,000 years old, reviving the carly 
ably to supplement less predictable | who directs the archaeobiology pro- | te prevailing view after decades of Î a nearby excavated hearth that was agriculture theory; close scrutiny in- 
food sources, Smithsonian scientist | gram at the National Museum of j spirited scientific argument, Some of | presumed to be the same age as the dicated they were artificially evolvecl 
Bruce D. Smith writes in a recenl | Natural History. the oldest known agricultural re- | plants. cousins of wild squash that had de- 
issue of the journal Science. In the Near East and Asia, "it is | mains (seeds and bits of plants) from By the mid-198Ûs, however, re- | veloped larger seeds and different 

That is at least 5,000 years before | often assumed that hunters and gath- | the region were discovered in the | searchers had developed a more so- | shapes in the course of cultlvation. 


Taliban Ignores Illicit Harvest | Simply the best 


o 
mud to redirect the flow of irrigation h lt 
water to his blooming poppy fields. €a 1NSUrAaANnCE 
‘Nobody اا‎ asked us to اي‎ b 

armers have grown poppy along- 
side wheat, fruit trees and spices as MONEY Can Uy 
insurance against the failure of other 
crops that need ınore water, which 
is scarce in many areas. Because he 
earns Lwice as much from POPPY as 
he does from wheal, Khan said he 
planted five acres of poppy and four 
acres of wheat during the winter 
growing season that is coming to an 
end. Wheat is the basic ingredient of 
A Îat, unleıvened bread that is an 
Afghan staple. 

Befure the Soviet invasion in 
1979, the farmland seven miles west 
uf Kandahar cily thal Khan and 
olher puppy growurs work Was COV- 
erul wilh grape vineyards. Lacal 
ırmers sail Ihey blame the Rus | | . “f, : Over the years International Health 
sans for thir vineyards’ destruction | | ° . " Insurance danmark a/s has Incorporated 
during the Mecal war against 

. AM the Clements demanded by people 


the formueı' Soviet sirmy, 1 : : 
IMAN Te 4, who, when it comes to matters of health, 
H prudluces aboul 60 percent . need the ultimate protection. 
ul the poppy crop, was the و‎ By listening to our clients, and 
9 breadlasket util an ex ^” ` closely monitoring all their health 
needs when they're diway fron homc, 
we are able to respond with plans Lo suit 
each and every Individual. 
Get more information bout Lhe Ost 1 
important card In your and your ftumily's 
lfe. =-fIl out the coupon todity ticl , 
discover how the world's best health 
insurance çiin Help you to face the 


future wilh confidence, 


NCIENT Americans took up 
farming lwice as long ago as pre- 


Abdul Rashid, drug control director 
for Kandahar Province. 

Some Taliban leaders have sug- 
gested to U.N, officials that they 
would be more inclined to enforce 
international antidrug agreements 
and ban poppy cultivation if the 
United Nations and Western nations 
recognized their fundamentalisl 
regime, which no governnıenl has 
done. The hints amount to a kind of 
narco«liplomacy — seeking interna- 
tional legitimacy while condoning 
trafficking in illegal drugs. 

"I've heard (hat argumen: Unce 
we get recognition, then we will le- 
liver all (he good lhings," sail Nur 
bert Holl, a U.N. mediator assignecl 
lw negotiale an encl lo the unguing 
uivîl war between the Taliban :ındl an 
alliance of northern militias, inclucl- 
ing the former government uf prusi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbi thst Lhe 
Taliban drove from Kabul lasl yar. 

Rashid sail lhe civil wir wis 
parlly responsible for (he continu- 
ing poppy culivation, "When we 
take control of Ihe emire country, 
we will slop il. In these (lays, were 
tou nısy wilh the fighting," he suicl. 

Rather than destroy easily iclenlie 
fable poppy fields and risl popular 
wrath, Rashid sail, {he ‘Taliban ins 
adopted ihe nore tfficuh sireny 
uf intercepiug (rug slipmenls 
Nong Afghanlslun's L,Ounile Do 
der wilh Pakistan aul S8Nnile bot'- 
dle with ran, he borcler u 
Afghanistan ancl Pakistan İs purticu-. 
larly porous, wilh many back rand 
wincling lhrougth rugged terrain. 


Kenneth J. Cooper 
in Kandahar 


FTER the Taliban militia took 

control of Afghanistan's capi- 

tal last September, its leaders 
wowed to establish the most Islamic 
slate İn the world. Two months laler, 
in he planting season in southern 
Afghanistan's opium poppy fields, 
he fundamentalist militia de 
nounced the flowering crop used lo 
produce heroin as un-Islamic. 

But at the start of harvest time 
here in the Taliban's southern 
stronghold, mature fields of while, 
pink ancl red poppies are in bloom. 
They splash color even insicle the 
wardamaged cily of Kandahar, the 
militias headquarters, where one 
smell plot flourishes across a dirt 
road from {he mud-wallecl central jail. 

In the course of their nearly 
ihreeyear-old fight to rule Afghan- 
isan, the Taliban's leiclers huve 
cmckel (own — sometimes vio- 
lently — unt the people living in the 
twethircls of {he country thal has 
come under (heir conttul. The Mus 
lim clerics and their followers have 
Runishecl harshly women in (lress 
deemecl immodest, men wilh elean- 
shaven chins, nclulterers, Lieves 
amd sports players, 

But hey have shown no suel re 
solve wilh producers of raw mnlerial 
for inloxicanls clearly Forbicllen in 
the Koran, Isluın's holy book, 

"There are no signs Hhey binve 
been doing anything," sall Anus 
Geddes, a U,N, official working lo 
Persuade Afghans lo grow other 
crops, 

According to the Slale Depart- 
went and the Unitel Nations, 
Afghanistan harvests at least 30 per- 
tnt of the world's opium poppies. 

the State Departments reckon- 
ing, that makes it the world's second- 
St producer of opium poppies. 


count 
lensi 


most uf Aglunistan's Înfr's 
—— (hing lwo decades uf warfare, 
"Phere wns all this wheat ancl all 
his colon, dnd uow il's all (his 
poppy," Wil 
wfficlal baseel lı Kandahar, 
Gecldles sald the Unilecl Nalions 
sune poppy RrDW- 
ers they can I 3 uch money 
Afghanistan's poppy growers | from fruil orcharcls, onong andl 
have ready buyers whu lake lhe | other vegetables. Uncler another 
opitım harvest Lo labs along the Pak- | U.N. program, local leaders will be 
islani border or' Insldle Pakistan ancl | askecl to ban poppy cullivalion in |. 
Turkey, where İt is processed Iilo | their areas İn exchange for a devel |: 
heroin, Most Afghan heroln winds | opment project of tlıeir choice. 
up In. Europe, routed through Both the State Department and 
Turkey, Iran or Central Asia. Little |. the United Nallons havo reported 
reaches the United States, accord- | that the Taliban collects. a 10 per: 


, The card that gives credit to your heglth.. ’ ., 


1 . 4 ۴ . Fel o 1 


mternatlonal ficaltp Insurance 


U.N, Drug Control Program, | Ing to U.N, surveys... - cent tax on oplum poppy. | mark e fsowerlby 
uaing different survey méthode, esil | Afghans .do notconsume much | Rashid denied the .nlila. axes | |. . ae 
Mates that Afghanistan's output now |. opium or‘ heroin, though. hospital Î poppy growers, but sald local Mius- “health hisurtmct'compiny. ' ' 
Tivals Burma's as the largest, . personnel in Kandahar sail they oc- | lim.clerics might receive. the tithe: | |: IF jrlitre axpatrlates of alt 
More than 90 percent of. Afghan- | casionally discover surgical patlents | One Afghanistan specialist doubted | |  ratonaltieg in mûre than 1S0 i 
lstlan's poppy-growing . areas are | ate addicts because they.need mas: | the poppy taxis a major revenue cortniriga worldude, v ı.1: . . 


under Taliban control .The coun 
trys . .biggest , poppy-producing 
Province, Helmand, borders Kanda’ . 
Province to ıthe east. Yet despite 
the Taliban's’ profeesed rellgloug 
Convictions, it haş not acted with 
‘ustomary zeal to :stop poppy culti: 
vetlon. Its reluctance stema .fromi 
the damage Afghanistan's economy 
has . suffered during nearly two 
jes of war, the revenue derived 

a 10 percent tax collected orı 
plum and a fear of losing popular 
Support from. hundreds . of thou’ 
sands of small growers of poppies. 
Everyone: ls growing poppy.. If 
We try.to.stop this immediately, the 
Fople will be against. us,” said 


. sive doses. of. anesthesia. The‘Tal- | source. for the Taliban,which hı 
iban has enforced aban. on hashish, |. received the. bulk of its war. rer 
.ıa milder drug used by. soldiers on | sources ifrom other Islamic: funda- 
both sides of the clviliwarni . ..' . mehtalists in Saudi Arabia, the 
For: «Afghan. farmers, planting Î United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. 
opium.poppy on at least part oftheir |: :. Ih:three.verses, the Koran warnd 
land-represents a:senslble choice il involvement with |. 
one of the world's poorest countries, 1: as 
ıwhere .igmall farming: .and .undish |. 
gulsed smuggling appear to be thé 
major: economic activities, Opium |. 
poppy pays more and:recjuires lesg 
water than other orops, It also reapş 
. cash advances: from buyera to pay 
forfertilizer and-seeds. '' .' i 
. . "That İIs'the reason we are grow’ |. 
.ing this —~ to make more money, 
explained Isa Khan.as he shoveled 


Britanhia International's offahore invesiment actount ' ' أ‎ 
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Kabila Still Unknown Entity to U.S. mS 


Thomas W. Lippman for multiparty elections and has | surgency itself, then by the speed of | The United States and its allies 
————————— | promised Kabila financial and logis- Î its advance, ther by the eagerness | were within days of sending a mill- 
S LAURENT Kabila's rebel tical support to conduct the ballot: | of Zaire’s neighbors to help put the Î tary force to the region to protect 
juggernaut rolled across | ing and effect an orderly transition Î skids to Mobutu. Priorities kept | the refugees when tlıe extremist 
Zaire for the past seven | to democratic rule, administration | shifting in reaponse to events on the | Hutu militiamen controlling the 
months, U.S, officlals scrambled re- | offlcials said. But there is deep con- | ground, officials said, but there was | refugee camps suddenly fled the 
peatedly to devise a response that Î cern İn the administration that Ka- Î one constant element: The United | Tutsi advance, enabling most of the 
would contain the conflict without Î bila will eventually be not much Î States would do nothing to perpetu- | refugees to return peacefully to 
perpetuating the corrupt rule of | different from his predecessor. ate Mobutu's regime. Rwanda. 
President Mobutu Sese Seko. “We don't want the replacement Even in pressing for a cease-fire With the ‘Tutai-led Rwandan gov- 
But events outran diplomacy, | of one autocratic regime by another, | last winter, officials said, the United | ernment aiding Kabila’'s forces, 
partly because Washington had | though that might be what we get,” | States did so on the understanding | Washington then directed its efforts 


multiple and sometimes competing | one senior official said. it would be a prelude to transition, | at containing the conflict, which 
objectives. Zalre's neighbors re- According to Rep. Cynthia Mc- | not a pretext for leaving Mobutu in | threatened 0 engulf much of Cen. 
buffed U.S. entreaties to stay out of | Kinney, D-Georgia, who met with | power, tral Africa, 


the conflict, ard now one of Africa's | him last week, Kabila “is committed Three times during the Cold War, But Uganda, Angolı d 
biggest and potentially richest coun- | to having free and fair elections that | the United States intervened di Gountieê oF the felon ith ا‎ ney WONNASILEI EN 
tries has fallen under the control of include participation by all political Î rectly to bolster Mobutu against j standing grievances against | Mobutu: outlived his usefulness 
a leader over whom the United Parties, and he expects that there | armed attempts to overthrow him. | Mobutu supported Kabila anyway, | a8 a strategic proxy for the U.S. 
States apparently wields little influ- ا‎ be ا و‎ eel ا‎ u that was İn the days when Cuba | partly because they did not find 2 
nce, 1 e nature o an politics, His troops in Angola and much of İ Washington's messages credible, 11 ining i 
Kabila's triumph has many posi- | first objective is the eradication of | Africa was an arena for the U.S according to US officials 2| rey e 0 e thE 


tive effects, Clinton administration | Mobutuism, and then the rebel al- Î Soviet struggle. In recent years, | African diplomats, 
officials sald, It gets rid of Mobutu, liance would participate in the elec- | however, Washington has increas The e is that Uganda and an "in the begin’ 
whom the United States supported | tions. ingly distanced itself from a ruler | Rwanda in particular were part of a | ning the Americans expressed a lot 


during the Cold War but who no Others who have observed Ka- Î widely reviled as corrupt, tyrannical U.S.-supported regional coalition | of concern i8i 1 
longer had value as a strategic bila, however, have sald he tells peo- | and a threat to Zaire’s neighbors, opposed to the fundarmentaliat Iş- | of Zaire. ا‎ 0 
proxy, It should stabilize the fragile | ple what he thinks they want to hear Kabila, a longtime opponent of | lamic regime in Sudan, and partici Î eri Museveni] was here lin Wash. 
peace in neighboring Angola by and that he has shown slgna — es- Î Mobutu who had lived mostly in the | pants in the discussione about Zaire ington] in February, he said that 
cutting off Zairean support to long- pecially in hiş treatment of Rwandan | bush in Eastern Zaire for a quarter | understood that Washington did not argument was a red herring. He 
time rebel leader Jonas Savimbi, j Hutı refugees that his troops century, triggered an armed rebel- | want a breach with those countries, | said nobody was working for the 
another former U.S. protege who encountered on their drive across | lion last year when Mobutu moved | officials and diplomats said. disintegration of Zaire." 
u his eles Zaire — of brutality and a thirst for | to expel ethnic Tutais who had lived “When we considered how to The perception that Washington 
0 it re! nforces Zaire’s eastern revenge. In their „view, the, stage in the region for generations, squeeze Uganda and the others we j was less than determined to head 
aelgh! 2 1 especially Uganda, described by McKinney a8 eradi- In the beginning, the focus of | — how can I put this delicately?" | off external support for the rebels 
wi 1 e ington supports In its | cation of Mobutuism" might last | Washington's concern was the fate | one senlor official said, “We have a | was reinforced in late March, indé- 
conflict udan. years. of tens of thousands of Rwandan jÎ common concern about one of their pendent analysts said, wlıen first 
Still to be answered, however, is According to senior U.S. officials, | refugees — mostly Hutu, the arch | neighbors," lacly Hillary Rudham Clinton visited 
e ilon of what kind of regime as Kabila's rebellion arose and foes of the Tutsis — who were living “We have been very transparent | Uganda, hailecl its economic and sû 
4 İla plans to establish in Kin- | spread, Washington was repeatedly | in Eastern Zaire and threatened by | about it," said Ugandan ambassador | cial progress and said nothing about 
shasa. The United States is pressing | caught by surprise — first by the in- | the Tutsi revolt. Edith Ssempala, "There were rebels | ils involvement in Zaire. 
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cuts will bring us is not salami-slicing 
but looking at the whole profile, We 
would rather be in fewer areas, keep 
ing quality up, than spread ourselves 
too thinly.” Both Edinburgh and Slir- 
ling were investigating the fuulure 
shape of Japanese in Scotlatitt. 

Glasgow universlly, already em 
barked on a programme of shedding 
90 senior academic jobs over lhree 
years, is looking at nore carly ralire- 
ment packages in its “managed re- 
consiruction", “It Joesı™ mean the 
slamming of doors all round the 
place, It ıneans reinvesling in strate 
gic areas where we sce meril in 
doing so," said a spokesman, 

Compulsory reclurclancics are 
happening at London Gulldlıall and 
Middlesex, where big “"restrucluring 
and rebalancing ùf academit 
staffing” ix under way. Unions expevt 
others. Early ratirement pre 
grammes are in force at De Mantinrt, 
Salford, Kent, Newcastle, Aberyst- 
wyth, Westminster, Lhe Open Univer 
sly, Nottinglaın Trent and 
Plymouth among olher places. (x- 
forcl universi1y, which hal GO lakers 
for early retirement last year, muy bt 
able to unfreeze some of is I viel 
mic vacancies by October 100%, 

The Universily of Cemral Lann- 
cashire says adloinistralive staff will 
bear the brunt of cuts over {he next 
five years. Suppeorl slalf ire alse 
bving nade redundam al Queon 
Mary ancl Westfield. London, wliere' 
slatv ad ancl nıûney FOI OvOrSls 
students is erpeclcd lo have fallen 
by U pey by HELLO, 

Professor Zullick siticl the pay elo:al 
done had led le a “eolossil slr 
und will karl lo fhe loss uf j 


Additional raporling Ly Jolin Gr uit’ 
and Pater Fınıgston 
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and University of the West of Eng- 
land, Bristol, merging, one of sev- 


, eral options for closer collaboration 


on the table, has heightened specu- 
lation about universities close to 
each other joining forces. . 

Many institutions would not quan- 
tify likely job losses and disputed 
union claims where they had been 
made. They insisted some changes 
were needed to ensure a steady flow 
of briglıt young scholars into the aca- 
demic ranks and said some changes 
would enhance the profile of impor- 
tant subjects, improve teaching 
methods, cut bureaucracy nnd free 
academic staff from time-wasling 
administration. More cash woulcl be 
raised from private sources. 

But many academics claim man- 
agers’ mistakes have increased 
problems, especially where univer- 
sities ınisjudged tactics in entering 
research assessments. There is also 
growing resentment at what some 
staff see as “fat cat" managers. Oth- 
ers complain that administrators are 
removing autonomy traditionally 
enjoyed by academic staff. 

In all, 110 staff left Hertfordshire 
university in a year, hut only one 
compulsorily, under its restructur- 
ing programme, and it believes a 
"significant proportion” of ils PDOStsS 
will be refilled as the universily is 
reslored lo a balanced hudget next 
year. Westminster has lost 76 staff, 
including 10 technicians and sup- 
port stall by compulsory measur'es, 
acl (he Uiniversily of the Wesl of 
England lost up lu 50, although it 
hopes lo replace about half of Lenn. 

Elinburgh university is abnut 10 
luınclt 4 nujor revicw, despite 1.200 
uf ils staff bêîng in research gruujıs 
nssessetl 41 or above, Professor Sir 
Stewart Sutherland said: “What {he 


programme that has already seen 
200 staff, mainly non-academics, go. 

Northern Ireland's two univers 
ties have suffered extra problems 
because money has been diverted 
to security budgets. Queen's, 
Belfast, cutting between 60 and 70 
jobs through voluntary schemes, is 
not renewing fixed-term contracts 
and is considering “radical surgery”. 

Scores more Jobs are expected to 
go in Welsh higher education, 
which did particularly badly in the 
public spending round. Scottish in- 
stitutions are girding themselves for 
5.5 per cent cuts in state support in 
1998-99 and a review of engineering 


` north of the border is to start soon. 


Graham Zellick, principal of 
Queen Mary and Westfield College, 
London, said: “The hape is that the 
money that will be freed by abolish- 
ing what is left of the student grant 
will be retained within higher educa- 
tion. That will be one clear early test 
if the Government stands by univer- 
sities or acquiesces in their decline." 
And Leslie Wagner, vice-chancellor 
of Leeds Metropolitan University, re- 
mindecl af the last government's de- 
cision to cap student numbers to 
allow for "consolidation", said: "If 
this is consoliclation, God help us 
when we are squeezed.” 

Davicl Triesman, general secre- 
tary of the AUT, saicl: “By compari- 
sin, ihe crisis of 1981-2 will look 
like û vicarage tea party. The Gov- 
ernumenul slhoull tell universitics: 
‘Stnp now, wait (or Dearing and 
don'l press the panic bullon’.” 

Tle prospect of Ballı university, a 
winner under research assessnıtnl, 


from those rèported İn secret to the 
Commons Public Accounts Commit- 
tee three years ago. Last autumn 
the council said more than 70 insti- 
tutions expected to be operating at a 
loss by 2000, and although numbers 
of academic staff would fall before 
then, they might recover by around 
the end of the century. 

Nonteaching staff at English in- 
stitutions would fall by at least 2 per 
cent and that was believed ta be an 
underestimate. But several universi- 
ties are already reassessing the 
strategic plans that led to those fig- 
ures, and vicechancellors say in 
three years the system will be £3 bil- 
lion short of what it needs, Most 
considering further cuts in staff or 
restructuring of departments insist 
they are doing so to keep solvent 
and out of crisis. 

Most headlines have so far been 
devoted to closure or scaling down 
of courses in physics or chemistry 
at Brunel, East Anglla, Essex, 
Coventry, Birkbeck, London, De 
Moutfort, and Leeds Metropolitan. 
More drastic sharing and paring is 
on the agenda. 

The summer council of lhe Asso- 
ciation of University Teachers 
(AUT) met in Scarborough last 
week. They considered calls for in- 
dustrial action lo protect jobs in the 
wake of plans by Noltinglıam uni- 
versity to make 50 acadlenivs reclun- 
dant, by tlhe Universily of Wales 
Swansea ta lose 100 posts, hall ul 
them academics, and by Lancaster 
university, a research assessment 
“winner”, to shed about another 40 
acadenıic jobs, on top of a voluntary 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
May 25 1997 


Campus jobs on the line 


James Melkle reports 
on a higher education 
catastrophe in the making 


Sa RITISH universities are pre- 
paring for the worst job cuts 
since the early 1980s with 

hundreds of staff already taking re- 

dundancy or early retirement. 

A snapshot survey by the 
Guardian, Involving more than 40 
institutions, indicates more up- 
heaval as senior managers assess 
the fall-out fron further tough pub- 
lle spending limits, the concentra- 
tion of vital research funds on fewer 
institutions and the effects of Sir 
Ron Dearing’s recommendations on 
restructuring the whole higher edu- 
cation system in July. 

These will include demands for 
more co-operation between univer- 
sities and colleges, the growth of 
regional roles for some, and greater 
selectivity for research funding. 

Soıne institutions also blaıne the 
latest national pay deal —~ 2,9 per cent 
for academics and 3.9 per cent for 
manual staff with similar rises uext 
year — for making things worse. 
Many in higher education Are fur 
rious that their plight never became 
an election issue and fear Labour's 
promises lo schools could eau i 
further shift of funds, 

The Higher Education Funding 
Council for England was due to 
Inake its own assessment of (he li 
nancial health of universilicx earlier 
this month although it insists only 
half a clozen are on the latesl 
"worry" list, ancl (hey are clifferent 
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radically does true evil affect 
trators, victims, even onlookers, 

In the new edition there's also a 
shift in tone among jewish respon. 
clents. Most still iusist that Wiese. 
thal was righl not to forgive, thal 
forgiveness of such things is impog 
sible, especially for one who wes no 
personally a victim, ns Wiesenthal 
was nut personally a victim of ibis S§ 
man's acl. Bul something else sal 
work too. Deborah Lipstadt, for ex. 
ample, professor of Holocaust sud. 
ies at Emory, focuses on the process 
of teshueal, repenance. Whethtr 
this particular SS man performed 
teshuvah is open lo question. Bul 
could he have? Could any SS man 
have? The inuplication is that he 
could, and, if so, (len the dialogue of 
repenlance and forgiveness tnighl 
have proceedetl. Yossi Halevi and 
Rabbi Arlhur Hertzberg make the 
point that while the evil of the Holo 
caurst was unfathomable and its per. 
petrators unforgivable, those not 
involved, the next generatlon of Ger 
mans, for exarnple, do not bear guilt. 
We must, they seem to say, lind a 
way to put a quietus to the past, 

That's the thrust of Rabbi Harold 
Kushner'’s (tiscussion too, Forgiving, 
says the aulhor of When Bad Things 
Happen To Goal Penple, isn't always 
something a persın tloes for | 
one else: it is sumething that hap | 
pens iusicle us, fer us. Forgiveness iS | 
a way of Îreeing ourselvea, of saying | 
I refuse any longer 10 give you the 
power io tlefine my life. 

These are, il seems to me, at | 
temps (u go beyancl, (o encapsulale | 
the Holucaust experience wilhoul 
diminishing it or pretending that 
there really cin be a clean slale, 
“forgiving,” as onw respondent! pul 
il, "without furgtetling." This has gol 
to be one of the must innately diffi’ ı 
cult of hnnan enfleavors, also oN | 
of lhe moxt necessary. How do we | 
cordon off quger +a (hal il doesn 
consume us? How (la we relale l0 
our furmer enemies, wlio may hate | 
(lone terrible’ Ilıinggs to us, but wilh 
whıonı we neetl to [ittl a way to live? 

I1 hive one bone te pick with the 
eclitors of Ihe new Sunflower, il 5 
Ihat they did not sufficiently broadeu 
Ihe rınge of responclents. They 
think {hut unfair, ‘Twa Bosnians are 
here, a Bulgarian, # ‘Tibetan, a Ch 
nese, a Cambudian, But J nuiss le 
volce of a Solzhenitsyn or one of His 
fellow Gulag victims. I miss hearing 
voices Irom Nalive America and 
black Auıerica. 1 nıiss R voice 
ihe new Suutlh Africa, where 8o Ja 
the business of witnessing and 
menting has taken precedence Oe 
punishment auc revenge, and where 
amnesty س‎ become the chosen 
principle of closure. 0 

1 particıılarly miss تا‎ n 0 
own Vietnam era. . 
course, cannot be compared to he 
Holocaust. JH involved 
unadulterated evil nor 
pure gullt and innocence. 
same time it was far more 
morally, and the rage lt spayed 
seems bonedeep — wilness Jame 
Carroll's National Boas ا‎ 
ning An American Requle! The Living 
And The Dead. Id glve'a lotto hea 
what Johin McCain has to say on. 
subject of guilt and orgie 

‘ Joho Kerry or Phan Thi Rin | | 
:the little napalmed Vieinamesê 


1 W 
Force colonel ` and former PO 
Norm MeDanig! at 2 Wall leat Ve 
erang Day in j 
grieving vets. Maybe Rey, MAY 
Rabbi Kuslıner and the others 
teling us something about lê “| 
that true grace-doestr'tcome at 
` but.that forgiveness is'some€' 
eventually have to do, not for any0ê 


else, but for ourselves, ; ' j 


. Hendrickson's runherup 


. (now'30) who em 


2 
§ Manse 
Û Haar: sS: 
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When Should Healing Begin? 


darkened considerably, In these cir- 
cumstances, the (lilemıma of guill 
and forgiveness seems mure topical 
than ever, and more urgent. 

One of the recent respondenls, 
Catholic Holocaust sclıolar Eva 
Fleischner, reports that in many 
years of using The Sunflower as a 
Holocaust text she's seen a striking 
divislon anıong her students. AF 
most without exception, her Christe 
lan students ihink Wiesenthal 
should have foul some way to fur- 
give the cunirile SS nan. Her Jew- 
ish studenis have thought 
otherwise. Actually, Ihal same splil 
was evident among the earller sel uf 
respondents — those who an- 
gwered for the 1976 eclition. Most of 
the Christians, especially the 
churchmen, (lwellecl on the obligrit- 
tion to forgive, Few of the Jews 
wantecl anything to clo witlı ll. 

‘Twenly years on, though, there's 
been a subile shift in lhe tenor of 
ınany responclenls' answers, ‘Ile 
dangers of “cheap grace,” Paul Til 
lich's term, eenı ınuch more on the 
minds of the Christian (heologinns 
these days than it was then, “Dare 
we forgive Karl 
[the SS manl?" 
asks Harry James 
Cargan, fı Calhollc 


Forgiveness is a way of 
freelng ourselves, of 


had jumped from a window in front 
of him, a father, mother and little hoy 
with black hair and big dark eyes. 

Wiesenthal sits through the reci- 
tation like a cat on a hot tin roof, 
thert listens as the German whis- 
pers a last plea for forgiveness. He 
understands that what he has heard 
has been a {rue confession and true 
contrition, but he says nothing. He 
stands up and walks out, silent. De- 
spite the horrors lıe lived through, 
this encounter (roubled Wiesen- 
thal's own conscience for years, 
even after his eventual liberation. 
Just imagine, he asks renders at the 
end of his story, that you had been 
in my place listening to that soldier. 
What would you have done? 

When Schocken first putblished 
The Sundower in 1976, Wiesenthal's 
editors put that query to a group of 
eminent Christian and Jewish theolo- 
gians, scholars, and writers, Their re- 
sponses turned The Sunflower from 
a book into a symposium, and it 
quickly became a leading classroom 
tool for studying the Holocaust. 

Now Schocken has put out a 
new edition, with many of the orig 
nal responses and 
more than 30 new 
ones from such 
coınmentators gs 


Ln Lama, scholar 0 e e 
la Suf- ecutive bonrtl o 
yor Dih Fran, saying, refuse any e Caiholie Cer 
arv' psyc! 1 ter for UHolocausl 
8 0 e longer tè give ا0ل‎ the studies. “I cannol. 
an inese dişai- God have me 
dent Harry Wu, POWer to define my life f fy soul 
This new Sur- Some, like Eva 
flower offers a storehouse of | Fleischner, ponder what confession 
thoughtful and provocative essays on | without atonement might be worth. 
the problem of guilt and forglveness. | Others, the Episcopalian priest 


Matthew Fox and religion professor 
Franklin Littell, direct sttention lo 
the complicity of Christianity inthe 
Holocaust. You get the sense that 
Simon Wiesenthal's :' dilemma 
doesn't interest temas much.as the 
unconiessed and unabsolved sins of 


‘clergy and ordinary Christians, 


` "“NonJews,". writes Lutheran 
theologian Martin Marty İn an êèssay 
retained from the earlier volume but 
more representative of the new one, 
“and perhaps especially ‘Christians 


‘should not give advice about Holo’ 


caust experience tö its heirs for thé 
next two thousand'years. And ‘ther 


. we shall have nothing ' to ‘say. 


Maybe: there are things, .some of 
these Christian.commentators seem 


‘to be implying, that are outsids.even 


the fundamental Christian’ credo ‘of 
forgiveness, that have to be treated 
differently. . Perhaps even heartfelt 


` repentance cannot clean the'slate, so 


Isuspect it will also take its place as a 
unique cultural yardstick. Together 
with its predecessor, the book marks 
the temper of two eras, telling us 
something about where we were 
morally and psychologically 20 years 
ago, how far weê may have come 
since then (f we have), and where 
we might possibly’ be headed, .. . 

That seems important, In the. 20 
years since the first Sunflower. the 
world has witnessed Cambodia, 


‘Rwanda, and Bosnia. We are still'di- 


gesting the destruction'of tens of mil- 
lions by Stalin and we've only just 
begun to register the even vaster 
numbers done. to death by Mao. 


. Strangely, in the rnidst of all this, the 


‘Holocaust still somehow seems su 
generis — the combination of lethı 

racism and industrial technology is a 
peculiarly satanic brew, But there's 
no ‘question that İn two decades our 
notion of the human condition has 
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David Chanoff 


THE SUNFLOWER 

On the Possibilities and 
Limits of Forgiveness 
By Simon Wiesenthal 
Schocken. 271 pp. $24 


J ESUIT spiritual masters teach 


the art of imaginative projec- 

tion. Close your eyes, they tell 
retreatants, ad project yourself into 
the scenes of Christ's life. Hear (he 
jeers of the crowd as Jesus stumbles 
along the Vin Dolorosa. Sınell the 
rankness. See the contorted faces, 
the worn paving, a flash of blue sky, 
Feel the gouge of thorns and the 
trickle of blood down the forehead, 
the weight on the shoulders of the 
rough wooderı cross. 

It's unlikely that Simon Wiesen- 
thal ever made the lgnatian Spiritual 
Exercises, but he surely traveled his 
own personal Via Dolorosa through 
half a dozen World War II Nazi con- 
centration camps. In The Sunflower 
he asks us to make our own mental 
projection ancl experience some of 
that along with him. More specif 
cally, he asks readers to imagine that 
they are in his place for one single 
encounter thal he, a condemned Jew, 
had with a young SS Ubermensch on 
the edge of his own extinction. 

It happened in lwov, where 
Wiesenthal was a camp inınate in 
1942. Marched with his labor gang 
to shovel out the refuse of a German 
military hospital, he is taken inside 
by a nurse who leads him to a room 
where a blinded, skeleton-like sol- 
dier lies at death's door, When the 
dying German says he was an SS 
man, Wiesenthal winces and trles to 
leave. But the soldier pleads with 
him to stay, then launchegş into a 
strange and terrible confession. 

One incident, he tells Wiesenthal, 
has tortured his conscience ever 
since it happened. Before he dies, he 
has to unburden himself, to a Jew. 
Its the only way to relleve some of 
the anguish in his heart over what he 
has done. As Wiesenthal listens, the 
SS man describes how in the town of 
Dıyepropetrovsk his unit was or- 
dered to kill a group of Jews, mostly 
women, children and old people — 
how they forced the strongest to 
carry cana of gasoline into an empty 
house, how they then drove all of 
them into the house and sealed the 
door, how they lobbed grenades 
through the windows, and how they 


.— lıe, too — shot down. those who 


tried to escape. The whole scene has 
been burning in his mind eyer since, 
particularly the sight of a fanıily who 


Children 
Of the 


Holocaust ر‎ 


Thomas Buergenthal 


THE BOYS . 

The Story of 732 Young 
Goncentrallon Camp Survivors 
By Martin GIlbert 

Henry Halt, 511pp. $30 


N THE labor camp of Kielce, 
Polaacl, established alter some 
30,000 inmates of the Kielce ghetto 
were transported to the exterrminıa- 
tion camp of Treblinka, al] but three 
of the more than 30 chifdren who 
had survived the liquidation of the 
ghetto were driven to the Jewish 
cemetery and executed, I] was 
among the three survivors. Kielce 
was not unique. The murder of Jew- 
ish children was carried out in a sys- 
tematic fashion throughout much of 
German-occupied Europe. Most of 
those who survived the labor camps 
and ghettos were transported to the 
concentration camps, particularly 
Auschwitz, and ended up in ıe gas 
chambers or died on the death 
marches when these canıps were 
dissolved as the Allied armies ap- 
proached. 

In this book, Martin Gilbert, the 
wellknown English historian, col- 
lects the wartime experiences of a 
group of teenagers, a few hundred 
strong, who survived the Holocaust 
and were brought to Britain in 1945. 
Siyling themselves “the Boys" — 
hence lhe title of the book — these 
survivors, including some girls 
among them, have over the years 
remained in contact, even after 

some moved to other countries. Inı 
anticipation of the ŠOth anniversary 
of their liberation, they decided to 
write down the individual recollec- 
tions of their lives, 

The result is this book, in which 
Gilbert, who hnd come to know 
many of the “boys,” lets them tell 
thelr story in their own words. He 
organizes these recollections in 
chronological order from the start 
of World War Il to their liberation, 
the arrival in Britain and their lives 
thereafter. What we have here is a 
collective first-person history of the 
Holocaust seen through the eyes of 
ils youngest vicllms, It is a story not 
ordy of the horrors of the Flolocaust 
but also of the triumph of the 
Jıuuman spirit, expressed in the phys- 
ical and mental resilience of these 
youngsters, their finely tuned sur- 
vival instinct, their will to live nor- 
mal lives, and their conscious 
refusal to let themselves be con- 
sumed by hatred for those responsi- 
ble for their suffering. 

They tell their stories in a 
straightforward manner, without 
much introspection or sentimental- 
ity, driven by a desire to record 
what happened to them and their 
families. Here we find no evidence 
of the guilt some scholars claim to 
have encountered among Holocaust 
survivors. Rather, these survivors 
celebrate the fact of their survival as 
a victory over the Nazi death ma- 
chine, 

This is a brilliant contribution to 
the vast Jiterature of the Holocaust. 
But this book does more than 
chronicle the genocide of a people 
and the eradication of a way of life. 

Those who seek insights into the 
character traits, physical and moral 
resilience, family backgrounds and 
personal beliefs of the most vulnera- 
ble of all Holocaust survivors will 
not be disappointed by the fascinat- 
ing material recorded in these pages. 
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W45796 
W45817 
W45818 
WA5819 
W45815 
W45816 


W45792 
W45820 
W45821 
W45826 
W45828 
W45804 
W45805 
W45806 


W45B14 
W45825 
W45791 
W45827 


W45797 
W45798 
W45799 
W45800 
WA45B0! 
W45B02 
W45803 
W45793 
W45812 
W45813 
W45822 
W45823 


W45794 
W46795 
W45807 
W45808 
W45809 
W458 10 
W45B24 


 # ASSOCIATION OF COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITIES 


UNIVERSITY POST 
AFRIGA ANO THE CARIBBEAN 
Botswana L (INSET) Blology Education 

4 Botswana P Econamlcs 


SL Economics {Economic Thao ry/Financlal Economics} 
ŞL Economics (Quanlitative Methods/Macro-aconomics) 
P/APISULISA Demography 

PIAPISUL Classics 


P Medlcine 

Director, Ganlre for Law & Economics 
Director, Centre for International & Pub!lc Law 
P Commercial Law 

AP Clinical Peycholagy 

P Mining Englnearing 

P Minerals Engineerlng 

Pro-Vicg-Chancellor (Acadamic} 


AP/ASP Law 

Chalr/P Maritime Studles 

AO Institute of Molecular Blology 
AP/ASP Law 


Gllntcal Tutors, Opto metry & Vislon Sciance 
Ghalr Environmental Health 

Dean - School of Engineering 

Chalr Rehabilitation 

Chater Organle Chomistry 

SLAP & L X-ray Crystallography (Structural Bloiogy) 
USL Brotechnolagy/MIcrobıology 

L Economics 

Ll. Chinese 

L Japanesa 

L Anatomy & Structural Biology 

L Biochemistry 


1. Lilaraturg & Language 

AP/SL Managemont 

Oirector, Inst. of Justice & Applled Legal Studles 
L Population Studies and Damography 

AP & Head Land Manaqemeni and Developıngnt 
L/S. Educatlon 


South Paciflc (Western Samoa) L Agricultural Engineering 


+  Abbrevlallons: P * Professor, AP = Assactata Professar. ASP- Assktant Profassor; SL - Sanior 
L - Lecturer; RO - Rasearch Officer, SA « Staff Assocfala eer 


. For further delalls ol any of the above stall vacancies please contact the 
Apnolnlments Dapartment, ACU, 36 Gordon Square, London WCIH OPF, UK 
(Internal +44 171 313 3024 [24 hour answarphonol: fax +44 171 813 JOG5; 
s@aou.ac.uk), quoting ralerence number of post(s}. Ootalls will le 
sont bY alrmali/Airs! olass past, A sample copy of the pubiloatlon Appofrtrrents 
in Commonwealth Unlvarsitlas, Including sutsaciptian datalls, Is avallakts fram 


Hcatlons for PhID/MPhÎÎ n any ofthe 


Milulatens 


Depa: lamamur Unıwerairy Lancawer, LAI 4R j: 
Tel: +44 1524 S04141/+44 1524 SOSOSE ° ٤ 
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For further dotalls aııd apjpllcallow rms contact 


1 rcepgnilıon. of, his wurk ua Yltarmyfite meçlkfiuc, ı. . 
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Cheshire, SK 4P. 
FA NIG 401 wt 
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following areas are welcome 
Signal Procelngy  *Culiriy a 
le Dana Ruçarlttig +M' 
skinınplhte and Rael 


Lancaster Co 
Centre also off 


LANCASTER Mic/PgD In Digital Slgnal Pracessing Apjillcatlons 


in Commımicatlon Systems 


UNIVERSITY Batt Dale « Cuber 1997 
media Broadcasting Bugineering 


ı997 


Courses Î tg in xivanced sonal and Mille Radio 


Communtcail 


3 
Star Date ~ Ocwbur 1997 


el eph One ees rne Secreary Engi 


Fax! +44 1524 594207 . 4 


.. (foipded j9j rT o 
The Principal Xarmdh Fi hls been û Prltithoner for’ 4 year: 


çlund in dany counîriea in Europe und Ameêrlaıl: hin iny becn uwundeJ' 


Piplomys sı‏ ,ر 
Dipliuna Carrerpnunilence Curses tre efftred in‏ 


“1 .HOMOEOPATHY 


1 ECE 
133 Gatley Cat,‘ Geil 
Tel: +44 DIGOL 


tet, quta 
URAL THERA 


Hong Kong Polytechnic Univ. 
Hong Kong Polytechnic Univ. 


j Promoting eciucatlong! co-operallon throughout the Commonwealth 


YE 0 WY Communications 


2 . 
f +44 1524 594141 
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Botswana 
Botswana 
Malawi 
Malawi 
AUSTRALIA 
Adalalde 

f ANU (Canbarra) 
ANU (Canberra) 
ANU (Canberra) 
Griffilh (Queensland) 
Qugensland 
‘Queensland 

: Qusonsland 


HONG KONG 


Univ. Hong Kong 
» nly. Hong Kong 


4 NEW ZEALAND 
8# Auckland 


j Auckland 
Auckland 
1 Canterbury 
Canterbury 
i Canterbury 
Otago 
Otago 
PACIFIC 
South Pacific (FI) 
South Pacific (FIJI) 
South Pacttlc {Fljt) 
' South Pacitic (Fil) 
South Pacific (FiJI) 
South Pacific (Fi) 


1ha same source. 


[ TEFL Certificate & | 
Diploma Courses 
by bites, Lee 
ESP (Business) courses 
also avallable. 

The English Language Ctr, 
Standbrook Hs, Sulte 3c, 


2-5 Old Street, 
London W1X 3TB 
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TEACHERS' COURSES ^ 1 
The Instituts Is ûne of the largest UR. niveteity’ ن‎ 
centres for langusgê tenching, Tho Şûmrier ' 
programm for EFL teachers Includes: 


Tenohing anf Leaming Englişh e 
® Intensive one-to-one courses for professionals in CEELT Prepacetlon gous  . i 
. the homes of qüalifgd teachers. .. TE El r ella Pimoe. hes 
® Each course individually customised to your needs. Tenehing English for Medical Purposes '™'"!' "7. 
۰ 


Grammer and Comimarilcativs Teaching 


Teschinlg Englleh tû Young Leamerg I iwe 
Pronunciation for Language Teachers 
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Write! 


DEPARTMENT OF CONTINUING EDUCATION 


1 . 5 Appllcallons are now Invited for our new postgraduate programme to 
۴ Diploma ORurSeS in begin In October 1997. Wa range from Initial tutar iralning to professional 
+' Freelance, Fiction & develourmeni ai the higheat levels. 


» Dlploma in Teaching and Tralning In Contnulng Eduoatlon 
* MA In Post-Compulisory Education 
® MA in Education Training and Employment 


`" News Journalism 
` London School ; 


1 ۰ ®» MA In Comparative Education and Internationa! Developmanl 
,: of Journalism » MPhIl and PhD Degrae Supervislon 
Home Study and The Universlty ofl Notilngham is a research led Inslilutlon providing the 


i i highest quality learning envvonment. We are the United Kingdom's 
Tutorial teaching longest astsbllahed departmenl in ihe field wilh a four-star raled research 
GW, 22 Upbruok Mens, | peogramme and a mado leacting approach 
[ E I “ 12 [e3 ا0و‎ ps 
E 8 2 2 0 ا‎ * Accommodation available on our bagutllul parkland campus 


# A wide chalce of elective modules In an Integrated programme 
® Admisslon possible for non-graduates 
To racalve further Information, please contact 


M3 Nanoy Birch, Department of Conllnuing 
Education, The Uriveralty ol NotUnyhem, f 
™ 


Advertisements 


Rls a condition of 
acceptance of 
advertisement orders that 
the proprietors of The 
Guardlan Weekly do not 
guarantee the insertlon of 
arly particular 

advertisement on a 
specified date, or at all, 
although every effort will be 
made to meet lhe wishes of 
adverlisers; further they do 
not accept Ilabillty for any 
oss or damage caused by 
an èrror or inaccuracy in 
Ihe printing or non 
appearance of any 
advertisamant, They also 
reserve the right to classify 
correclly any advertisement, 
edit or delete any 
objectionable wording or 
reject any advertisement. 


Although avery 
advertisement is carefully 
checked, occasionally 
mistakes do occur. We 
lherefore ask advertisers to 
assist us by checking their 
advertisements carefully 
and advise us immediately 
should an errar occur, We 
Egret that we cannot 
accept responsibilty for 
more than ONE 
NCORRECT insertlon and 
thal no republication will be 


University Park, Notlingham NG7 2AD. 

Tel: +44 115 951 3721,Fex: +44 115 951 4397, 
Emeltazsepro@ian3.notingham,ac.uk 8 
Intamal,http://acorn.edu. nottingham, e eel of 
ge.uK/AdultEd Welcome. html Sffnghain, 


Univerelty 


of Southampton _ Department of 


Electronics and 
Computer Sclence 


Postgraduate Courses and Research 
We offer the following I-yeur pustgraduale counes: 


MSc In Microelectronics Systems Deslgn 

MSc In Radio Frequency Communication Systems 
Mie In Opllcnl Flbre Communlcations 

MSe in Instrumentutlon and Trunstduver 


Anumber of EPSRC xuleniships are available fur UKIEU xudenn. We also uller a 
purt-lınıe MSc In Informatlon Engineerlng for indusiriilly-hused vudentn. 


In the 149% Rexeurch Axsexameat exervive, the Deparment was ruled 5° ın 
Elecironics und 3 in Conwputer Stience. We have o nuniher nf viudentshipn 
available for MPhiVPHD rexcurch in all awa of Ile Department. 


For further Information contucl: 

The Puxtgraduole Adnıisstons Tutor 

Department of Electronics anl Computer Svunce 

The University, Southampion, SOL? IBY 

Telephone: (01703) 592630 (Lntematlonat: +44 1703 592630} Fun: (01703) 593029 
(Inremalionol: +44 1703 393029) Emoil: MSc.Admisylons @ecs.solon.ue.uk 
hupHwww.ees.soton.ac.uk 


SABBATICAL or 
JOB CHANGE? 

Volunteers needed througljoult the year for IO weeks on 
jÎ African aid project. Underlaking bio-diversily and socio- 
cconomic work within a small leam, in conjunction witlı 
| loca! University and Government agency. Full training 
provided so no experience necessary, but must have 
enthusiasm as conditions are basic! 


‘Afler you can apply for one of our paid staff positions, We 
offer a funded Mislers of PhD to afl staff afler one year in 
the field. 0 و‎ 4 

Contribution £2,650 - fund raising help provided, For 
further information and details of our Covent Garden open 
evenings send s.a.e. to GREENFORCE Applications. 7 
Gloucester Mews, London W2 3HE. Tel: 0171 470 8888 or 
e-mail to Oreenforce @btinlernet.com. 


| 
1 


Exclusive English in SUMMER. 1997. 
Exclusive Surroundings | | 
HOMESTAY COURSES IN AND AROUNDTHE. ,. |i 
BEAUTIFUL WORLD HERITAGE CITY OF BATH 


High quality accommodation and full saclal/cultyral Teaching Literature in EFL 

Programme accompanled by yoyr personal tutor 

otal lmmerslorl ih the lariguage for maximum benefit, 

: .ı' OTHER COURSES AVAILABLE INCLUDE 

YOUNG LEARNERS HOMESTAY, SMALL GROUP COURSES, 
AGENTS ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Drama for TEFL 


eecscecsscss 


‘The Institute's sunımer programı 
courses Including [fergtura andl 
medicine, business ind dot! 


INSTITUTE, r. 


»,-" "1 Dltect Leakulrig,' ' 
1 71, High Slreet, Sallford, 
BS|8 3EW. GB. 
neee) 


University of Stirling 
MSc in Public Relations 
by distance learning . 


This course, Europe's first MSc ln Public 
Relations and endorsed by The International 
Public Relations Association (IPRA), equlps 


analytical skills for a professional carcer in 
public relatlons whllst at tle same tlme 
helping existing practltoners to develop thelr 
strategic and analytical skills and broaden 
their understanding uf publlc relatlons, 
Course comuneneus September 1997, 
Core areas covered include: 
» Public Relations Theory & Practice 
» Public Relations & Management 
» Communication Theory & Practice 
»* Research Methods 
* Medla Studies 
“ Media Training 

Cut-off date for applicatlons: 

14 July 1997. For further information 
please contact The MSc in Public Relations 
Office, Him & Media Studies Department, 
Faculty of Art, Stirling University, Stirling, 

FK9 4LA, 
Tel 01786 466220 Fax 01786 466226 


knowledge und skills relurlerl to tiv prvceues of Ieuching und 


ın and cıt’ 


bı in primaps tal atwul twenty Py 
Ihr Coupe ıs elven 


fur AK weeks Ir Selly hı July ml niches 1# weeks ul 


anl nt OF کو‎ 


r of the Inatitute. You wll 
research and publlcallon recor 


the areas of Jingulsücs Irom phonology to prag: 


interface areas such as language n ED 


may be an atlvantagê but ls aot a prerrequbite I: 
minimlm 


within the national professorlal range, 
: pu tleuls fram the Personncl Divlslon, Allorto 


of drive referees should be forwarded to the 
Divielon by ê June 1897 quollng ref ML/ 1S. 


, ts graduates with the necessary practical and 


Postgraduate Certificate in 
Education (Primary) 


‘The POCL: Course at King Allred Cullege is a well astuhlished curse whch 
enyoyx u hıgh prolevslonal repulntun. Fhrungh an ev, ling und oly Cullepe* 
hase prrigfamme, NUPORNE 4 optus: pepmmume otf warb tn vchuol, 


leaning it Ile cunte U uf Ihe illuwıng currivulın vuhyects 


art. dexign und technology, nplish. peugrnpiy. hivlury. informutn techndlepv, 
malhematicn, nıusic. physical wlicalirın, relıgloun edi 


chtul experieike. 

King Alfred's College ix a fully ucerrdlted University secfor 

mstltutlon. The Collepe hax «ı 150 year uld tradition In the 

delivery af programmes in peddagugy and professional 

development. 

For further programme cletalls ond information regarding 
‘attendanco datas, inlilon fees anl accommodation please 


Mr Darren Murphy 
' Î Interuatlonnl Developmen OfTlcor 
King Alfred's Colloge, 


Winchestor, lampshire, KngAlfi eds . 
United Kingdon $022 4NR eter 
Tol +44 1962 827491 


Faxt +44 1962 827436Emall: nıurphyd @wkac.ne.uk 
Website: hltp:/www.wkuc.uc.uk 


1 VER 
MA Alrlea: Human and Sustainable Development details; email R.C.Buash(guleeds.ac.uk, MA International Pollulcs detalls. email ر ا‎ 
5.J Bromley @leecls.acuk, MA in Post Communist Studies details: email Nl Melvin(@lcels.ar.uk and MA in Middle Bası Studies details: CHAIR IN LiNGuUISTICS 0 2 
emel ${Prornleyglleeduac.uh. THE DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES ' 2f 2 
PHD RESHARCH jÎ AND THE EUROPEAN STUDIES RESEARCH 2 ۾‎ 
Applkations are welcomed to undertake supervlsed rescarch tn any area of polltics or politlcal economy. Departmental j  InsrrrurE (ESRI) 3 49 
€ ۳ .: 4 You will bê têd to play a leadlı rê 
spedallst research Interests cover many varles aspecla of compararlve politics Including: problerns of demccrac Uicary ancl Î role a E nihanchna Ta E شا‎ 1 hp ali ar F o 


led 5A İn the 1996 RAË, and to da 3 
: same ein in the pre Lange 
Further information, detalls of scholarships available, and application farms from: Ms Caroline Wl, Deparment of Politics, Ualversity of Leeds, Leeds LS2 Î largest constituent mem 


EDITORIAL SKILLS E: cormputat anal gu et Aspeclallsallon in 
1 ۳: j German linguldtica 
Cerifiealéd, woll-recognlsed distance leaning courses in ‘editing and [Î jÎ for applying 


n 
"Buialgy Preverlek Rody Salford MS GPU, te1 0161 2S 2121 
CHAPTERHOUSE, 2 Southernhay West, ,., . |g re oT ao lcattoin nclddirg the ated 8َ 
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UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 


FRE 
ل‎ 


SOA : ` Graduate Studies in Economics 
‘The Department of Economics Centre for International 


Education in Economics 
Distance Learning Programmes 


Internal Degree Programmes 


„ The University of London Master of Sclence In 


Economics Irom the School of Orlental and African If you are mteresied In a postgraduate qualification but 

Studles is a leading Internatlonal qualiflcatlon for can't apare time away from work or home, our award 

professlonal development economists. The Department winning programmes offer you: 

of Economics at SOAS offerg the following degrees: „e world-class ecueatlon without Interruption Lo your career 
» Mo in Devalopment Economics » speclally designed, fully comprehensive materials 
» MSe Economics with reference lo Airica e high quailty tutorial support by fax, phone end e-rmall 
» MSc Econamlcs with reference to South Asla » reglstratlon anywhere În iha world for up lo 5 years 
= MSc Economics with referance to the Middle East CIEE provides the opportunity to etudy for the following 
» MSo Economics wiih raference to the Asla Paciflo Region degrees: 

Students attend lectures andl amall group seminars over » Postgraduate Diploma in Economle Principles 

a period ol twelve months. They study advanced » MSeo In Flnanclal Economlcs 

economlko theory, econometrics and the political » MSc In Financlal Management 

gconomy ol developmant. Studants afao make thelr own » Mc in Development Finance 

election Irom a unique range of more speclallsed 


For further Informatlon about our programmes, contact 


coursea ln applled economics. Rlehard Anold on +44(0)174 323 6342 

The MSo provkles students wlth the advanced theory and For a brochure, write to June Ryde, CIEE, SOAS, 
technical afdla to erbark on the Dene. University af anda a h Streat, 
prograrnme, astlcularly welcome applica! London , UK. 

research an: 0 daveloprment, rural poverty, garder Talephone: +44(0)1 71 323 ا‎ (24 hours} 
and food systems; rnaney, banking and fînance; emerging ا‎ : 97 5 

markels; forelgn trade; meoro economic adpystment; Web page: http /Awww.soas.ac.uk/Centrea/CIEE/ 
Induslry; environmental and labour economlos, Please quote Hef GW/O7 
Scholarships and bursaries are available. In particular, 

wa invite appllcatlons for the Forelgn and Colonlal (^ 


Pacific Investment Fellowship; and the Mozambique 

Secholarehip Fund open to students from Mozambique 

wishing to follow any of tha 5 MSc degrees. 

For application forms, detalla of courses and scholarships 
contact Vivlanne Gsard, Economics Department, 
SOAS, Unlveralty of Londan, Thamhaugh Street, 


London WC1H OXG. 
Tel: +440)171 323 6168 (24 hours) Fax: +44(0)171 323 6277 THE QUEEN'S 
Web page : http /www.soaa.ac.uk/Economlea/ ANNIVHRSARY PnrzBS 


1996 students (tevtlop 


‘The Dopar1ment ls a major focus for postgraduate siudy and research. A large graduate school witlı many students al Maslers 
and Research level, he Deparment provides an exciılng clinıate for study. Students bring many ctlfferernl perspectives and 
experlences and nıany coıune franı overseas, They mix regularly with slurlenıs fron Departmental Centres, as well as tlie 
Unuverslty's Centres for Developinent Studlcs, Eurcyican Studies ald African Stıklles Unlt. 
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5 Department +/ Politics 


Tle Cine run 


MA INTHE POLITICS OF INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES & DEVELOPMENT 
An I11 moııth full ume programe (also available parl-ilme] wlıkch analyses the polllcs uf development, the changlny 
Internatlonal polilkal econoıny and key hemes underpinning recent world events, Core modules on fnierratlonal processes of 
change md development md debates abovi dertopmemt, Large range of opllons inchkling dynamics of world conomy, politics of Buropton Unlon 
and ists lu southern African devtlopamI. Al assassnaent by extays plus Dissertation. 


MA IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL HCONOMY 
An LI month full {me prograınme (also avallahle part time) which examines key aspects of Internatlonal political etonony 
including; core theorles, analytical debates' and empirical «levelopméents. The MA explores historical development of 
contemporary world policics, paritcularly tig rise and challenge to the nation-state, the telatlonshIps beiween flnance and 
mvary, trade and production, rmultinalional companles and forelgn economic policy. The Inleractlonn of these developnients is 
also covered, glvltıg the opportunity to situate theoretical knowledge In empirical case sruclies. ٤ 
MA IN DEMOCRATIC STUDIES 

This 10 month ful Hime programme (also avallable part time) covers the key subjects of democracy aud democraliz7arlon, 
wlıh core modules on dernocralit theory and Issues of democratic consolidatlon, It covers both new and establishect 
dermıocracles, examining the prospects for susıalnabillty and questions of democratlc deepening and relates thcory to pracllce. 
Tl consists of six modules, Including research melıods and disserlaon. Students are expected lo focus on chosen case sludles. 
The caurse ls recognised by the ESRC, including ratlng for research ıralning, with ellgilJllty ta apply for an ESRC award. 


NEW MA PROGRAMMES INCLUDE 


conlact:* 


practice; political economy of energy and food security: politics of ethnichy and nationalism; and ıhe European Parliamen. 


Reglonal speclallams fachudle Europe, North America, South East Asla and Africa. ESRI, 


, 9JT Wlephone +44 (O) 113 233 4383: fox + 44 (0) 113 233 400 Email CrWiseffleelsac. ak http: /wme.kels.ac.uk/polltc/ i: outtandil 
n forgettı 

E 

For the latest English language teaching jobs updated weakly on- 1 

line, to to http/iwww.edunet.com/fobs/ or contact the ELT 


Job Centre by emall:underhill@ dlal.plpex.com or |. 
Tax? +44 114 221 4644 


‘Î proof reı Plenty ûf advice and help from experlencel and caring j: 7y 
Tulors. Advanced editorial courses and , Bnglish grammar | 82 


courses also avallable. ' . 
, Far free lnfornallon pack, contact . : lili) Ger 


Exeter, Devon, EX! 1G England 8 sdseses 
Telephone +44 (OJL392 499488; fax +44 (O){391 498008 1 Personne! 
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FINANCE 23‏ ا 
Blair to offer clean break with the past i‏ 


TOPHER 


St CH 


P 1 stud! 1 SIE all group aufforcdl a 
Unlveralty of Brighton ۰ EE NG TERN vi at £ jobs, win exports and protect the | all — regulate in order to stimulate | Irom the depressing orthodoxy of record vote aguinst the 
0 2 Wl Fine arl painting and printmaking COMMITMENT TO OVERSEAS FAMILIES Environment اا‎ Cleon, those countries environmental | the past 18 years — that the cheap’ and was forced 0 cceDt: 
The Brighton Internatlonal $urnmar School in & Graphic design and book arts AL St Christopher School we hava boarders from 8 lo 18 om a stage for a governmen it was absolutely right. Labour j industries. est cash option Is necessarily the e main arjumon' ppo: 


sees أ‎ has recognised that environmental The United States under Bill Clin- | best, even when; fora few extra j nents when L1 per cent of share- 
that Protecting e protection 1s not just good politics, | on is a case in point, Aware that it | pounds, councils could buy energy- | holders supported a odan 
world as good business but good business as well, It is not Î was losing ground to Germany and | efficient light bulbs or put catalytic | urging It to adopt higher environ- 


wide range of cultural and national backgrounds. Our long 
experience helps ua make a caring and supportive homahta for 
such boys and girls. Overseas parents are represented on our well 


A ۲ 1 & Desig N . ۰ a e and sludlo crafts 


JM Fashlon, dress and lextite history 


: E i 1 established Parenta' Committee. 1 so much a free lunch, more a Neil | Japan, the administration drew up a | converters into .their transport | mental and social standards. 
k5 BW Photography and interactlve muiti-medîla and good politics, 0 a nolo Innovation Strate fleets. 1 
13 July - 23 August 1997 ؛‎ IM Media and petforming arts . ' ا ا‎ ferent ا‎ writes Larry Elllott le) watyle weekend blowout at e ا‎ premise that “the 0 ‘The .good. news is thal, even : : 
J Orientation programme ior internallonal students village. Younger boarders live in family style houses wilh The new thinking is symbolised | now has a limited window of oppor- | under the.iron Chancellor, the Trea’ HE UK Office for Nadaral 
All courass ar rawn Irom degiee proğı aries ir ê Houseparents and with kraakfast, tea and supper teken in tha HE first few weeks of the j by a forthcoming book that should | tunity either to strengthen its own | sury can be expecied to take a more 2 e cae! A 
1 : the Unlversity öf Brlghlon and gre fully cred rated. boarding housa. lh Formers have student rooms. T Blair administration have | be on the reading list of every min- ا ت‎ this market, or be left progres e 0 an ander اا‎ Ê iad ut its Inflution 
E, Foi Firihar hnfofmatJo# anil & ÛFûapêêhıê sonia We aim at good work and high ideals with tots of fun In the) proved one thing: Labour | ister. Factor Four argues that | behind". E e there 0 2 per ی‎ gio: اا‎ n real le e 
Ms Lishka Everett, The Brighton Internatlonal Summer e and çalonglng ا‎ leads to 16 GCSE and may not be as red as İt once was, | growth and a sustainable environ- | ‘The result was that the n- |j benefit analysis ra gratu-, | targe' 
School, University of Brighton, Grand Parade, Brighton e a a a ere aid Beno, dut it is one hell of a lot greener. 


ment are not mutually incompatible. j mental Protection Agency — a body | itous cheese-paring. April fell from 2.7 per cent to 
Rather, the N of the eco- | that had real teeth — toughened At the Department of Trade and 2.5 per cent. : 

nomy can be combined with higher | regulation, forcing companies to. Industry, Margaret Beckett is , in- 
living standards, not just in the West Î develop greener products and tech- | terested in setting up. a public-pri- 


BN2 2JY, East Sussex, UK. Tel: +44 1273 842609‏ و 
Fax: +44 1273 643128. e-mall: l.everett@ brlghton.ac.uk‏ 


Hoated and taught by the Universlty ot Brlghton 


One of the beneficial spin-offs of 
modernisation is that the obsession 
with growth at all costs has been 


and adiventure training. We encourage self-confrdence 


There are exceptlonal facililies for art, music, drama, computing) 
by valulng 
each child as anı Individual. 


Entry considersd al mosi levels Irom age 8 - 16 


Examination in Engkish for Language Teachere (Spring term). 


For lurlher informatlon ploaae ooniaot: D Meyar, PO GW7, ‘ 
Depariment of Language and Linguistics, University of Esser, 
Wivenhoa Park, Cokhesler, CO 8S0, UK. Talephone: 44 1206 . 
872217; Facalmile: 44 1208 873107, E-mall dillyRessax.ao,uk . 


diiched. but in those parts of the world that j nologies. vate jointventure company that ORE than 12,000 jobs are 
İlons Secretary jo-distant past, Labour | are justly envious of our levels of Germany has had no formal gov- | would help fledgling environmental expected to be created in 
remo ا ت‎ iT ا ا‎ a a e COME 2 an op- 0 ernment strategy for supporting its | businesses export more, This will | Britain and across Europe 1 
: "Bu di ` 8 Christopher School tional extra, a luxury relevant only This is a crucial point. If growth | environmental industry, but it has | dovetail with the “Green Globe Task lowing a $1.5 billion order ار‎ 
urun 1 Letchworth, Herts SG 33Z once the basic problem of boosting | in the West is unsustainable, imag- | ferociously stringent environmental | Force” that has. been set up to | Airbus Industrie to supply China 
Health Programme Manager; 1 mila from A1(M), 35 minutes from Kings Cross the per capita consumption of the | ine what it would be like if the bil | regulations, which have been the Î advise Foreign Secretary Robin | with 30 aircraft. 
Nutritioni Pri Health Care Ni The School is an Educallonal Charity which aims to treat population had been sorted out. lions of poor people in Africa, Latin | catalyst for rapid growth in the Cook and environmental protection 
u لد‎ st & F r Health ad targeled e E 2 all chlldran as Individuals and lo develop their proper sell-confidence Sustainable development was | America and Asia were to consume | sector. e Macher 0 BONUS Fi il 
. ranma ın Burundi. French ss essential. : : time seen as either a bit cranky or a mid- jİ as ınuch as we in the West do. Some It has three main priorities — a 1 millon, 
DS Eee Sa EEE = gE ES IT 
Peterborough PEZ GD U.K, iving bourgeoisie to | alarming: r cent of the materi- ng-term , to em- 8 8b 
Health Programm: Manag Al HIrECEE اا ا‎ out but E of. the | als 1 in the US production tough regulatory regime, | sure that free (rade is compatible | British Airways to its 58,000 
e E o international child Founded in 1983, Help Age Intermatıonal ıs a HelpAge slightest interest to Labour's work- | process end up as waste within six | and is now paying the price. More | with a safe environment, and lo | employeca ufter the company 
y Health Care Nurse I global network of organısahons, wih a mıssiûrı aan ing-class supporters, weeks; there are four times as many | than 99 per cent of ihe [irms in the | klentify tougher targets to cut emis- | announced record profils of 
required lo work an new programme ir Lıbena settrig up mobile teams 3 lo ااا ااا‎ 2 U oer IATERMATIOAL That was always a foolish and pa- Û cars on the roads of Gerınany as | seclor are small ur medium-sized | sion uf harmful gases. $1.05 billion. 
1 e ra hah aks To advertise in ا‎ in the dually oI hal les. ore tronising allitude, uot least bevause | tlıere are in the whole of Africa. enterprises, and they will stay small- Greenpeace is righl to point Out 
0 o ااا اچ ا ج ا‎ b6 inai; Bosnia The Guardian Weekly awar against pollution and the fight But Favtur Four is not a gomy Û and metiumsized enterprises ur | thal Labour's comntifment tı {he «ir | FOREIGN EXCHANGES 
qualifed heallh professional have a good nowledge of nutmlon or i SA Reglonal Representative, Caribbean lor a decent environment are the | Doomsday-ish tome; it offers sume | less the new guvernmem is pre- Î vironment will ultimately be jutlyged Bain ala Fara ia 
primary health care n e ty te wort. and ain dl ا‎ ies Tel: 00 44 161 from c£22,500, based in Jamaica. very stuff 1 lim haned: practical ا‎ 0 piired pl e N e E ع‎ May 10 May 12 
Cantracls are salaried and for eight months, to start immediately: : 1 has always been the working- | how resource productivity could be | roach, The UK his a markt | pressing ned for the ‘Pruisury A E 
Samantha N Eee COT KL Breet ا 1 ا ب‎ 0 a E dass faivilies who have lived next increased fourfold by the larnessr share of aruunel û per cel, against st taxi belli lv (han ا ا‎ 0 0 
Road, Reading, Berkshire RGI 8AE Ûnitad Kingdon. ETILE : programme activities ın promoting projects and advocacy IO door to the toxic wasle plants, fhe | ing of science and tlie application of | 2Y per cent for Germitny andl 2 per | jobs, r example, lH iS also absurd a ا زر‎ 
Tel 01734 584000 Fax: 01734 58230. 3839 6 disadvantaged older people. working-class children who have | some common sense, cenî fur Ihe US, lhal fossil fuels and ucu power | om" I 
Wıh over 5 years تایا را‎ ıı mternatıonal ا ی‎ of work ın 0 worsl n ا‎ e is ronosalt r culliny e u 0 things eh ine lu Cene ki U 0 E ا‎ : i ek E e 
tha Caribbaan, and Of organisglonal development anci lundraisıng, you ving in cities clogged wih ex- | {he energy wasted in ir-cunclitinlt- eparlinents are charged! wilh | subsiclius ۴ : ا‎ 0 0 
: wl ba an excelent communeolor, nal. woker, avocale and DOJ! haust finied. lead particles anl nox- | ing and ihe talal redesign of the car | prumoting pulivies lo sustain Ihe | nineties, while solar juwer aud eq | FF" SE E 
TEA i 0 : with knowledge of lasues connected wilh older people. ious chemicals, ire harbingers of Ihe next dustrial Û vuvirnmet, ud Parliament will | ergy efficiency had lo mike lo with | 
آ‎ . .,EFL.Programmes' Î Country Director, Afghanistan, based in Kabul You du not fin too many Vulvo | revolution. Estinales already put | have an envirunmental unlit cur | tv cruubs Irons ther Lille, : : a 
Country Director, North Iraq, based in drivere living next to nuclear power Î the lotal value af (he globıl environ- | millee to ensure high slandards Bul ore nt e i : 
Develûp-ydif şxpertigé H6: DIPLOMA in Teaching Engîiah 4s a Foreign Language (DTEFL) 1 Planls or motorway slip-roads, They | ınental market at $400 billion 4 year, | across government”. electoral expansion from its Neavy- | Jam, GST 10 4H 
1 YOU g9 path A modular nine month course for experıonced graduale teachers. Sulelmanlya from c£20,000, pa, pro rata tilher move away or get up a prolest | but at the moment the jobs and the Mureover ntinisters o aly ry heartlands o E sub" Î Nelhodants | 1.1421.3.144u 
i 1 1 1 group to kill the iclea off. rich profits are going to lhe Ger- | believe iı regulnion have been pul | urbs ancl new towns where (he HEW Û pow Zoos | 2.3001 2 1714 
ان ا ل ا ر‎ 0 i دلوا یی وا‎ E E CN i Gorrunity- Labour's election manileslo her- | mans, the Japanese, the Americans | in a position where (hey can slarl lo | technologies prosper is that {MiSs Û neway 1103-110 
teaching (Summer term). base projects. With experience oi International development work, alded a welcome slıift away Irom the | ancl the Scandinavians. EN change things; lhe new ,environ- | cruclal growth sector now has Purtugal 28103-28131 
CERTIFICATE in Teaching Engtsh aa a Foreign Lan, (erer) including In the relevant programme area, several years’ experlence ol idea that living standarls can be The reason that Britain is being | ment stıper-nuinlslry contains John plenty of potentinl chanipions in j Spar 235. 730.0 
A oourze for experienced quslifad tesohora کی‎ tholr programme development and management, you should heve the messuredl simply by GDP per heal. | lelt behind is quite simple: while the | Prescott, Richard Caborn and | Parlinment. They shoul proclnim at Û Swodun 12.57-12.66 
knowladge ol balo diaaiplinea and thelr understending ol aulhorfty to represent HelpAge Intemalional, Instead it talked of promoting new | Conservatives have been obsessed | Miclıael Meacher, all of whom are | every opportunity that they are glnd | Swizrona | 23394.204 4 
methodology (Autumn tam), Please write wilh.your GV to James Davidson, HelpAge Internatlonal, green technologies ancl businesses, j with free markets, cleregulalion ouıcl .| interventionist by nature, to be green. USA 1-0302.1.00 
: IPICATE 1 67-74 Safîron Hil, London ECIN 8QX by June Sth, 1897. stressing thal “there is huge poten- | cost-cullng, the rest of the devel | Mr Prescott team is already ECU , | taqı4.1 42 : 
Full-time and "time beginning ل‎ aj ies ر و 0 ا‎ e ınlcat! phone 244 J 171 4047201: fax 444 0-171 401 TOS: ; lial to develop Britain's envirormen- | oped world has been prepared to | looking at tlie rules for public pro- | Factor Four, publlshed on June 5 by. | FraKIo0 hara Inlex down 24.4 a1 4045.2, FSR RAO 
` September 1997 1 aoilvilles, leaching technlques and mati, plus the Camthklga. email helpage@dlal.pinax,com 1al technology Industries to create | plan, invest ancl — most crucially of | cureıment. ll is seeking to get awny | Earthscan Books, £15.99 Index down 10, 3145104. Gok down 41.201 e1 8344.28. 
RIY : 


CLASSIFIED 


CONSERVATION INTERNATIONAL 
CHIHFTRCHNICAL ADVISOR ANKARAFANTSIKA ICDP 
MADAGASCAR 
Coneraıjon Iniernatloeaî seeks aneliıluirs foe ılıe اا‎ ıl Chk ys ا‎ Alar Drtka 
Ankanlanilka ky hed prt onrreaikua profecl 

TRT 
ik Db ala: د‎ ofihe key pieced areas lor ihe api of hiocdbvemuly in he wekt gina 
Repauhhuia lot Lhe Chel Th hcl Ahir lahele . 
Wht In parınership wiila the Naieanal Dime un a0 apa 1Î peripect 

`marugemenı Inclodtng finance, panonnrl, and perc? perkormtantw ۰ 
 Orcruglnt wf derelapmeni, conservalirın, afl enriurn onatol pazgtarms 
Wl Supervcllin whl the Natlohal Direcee sf pttjeyt vvaupnaregt director 


excellence In research, scholarship and‏ جاب 
ucation MANCHE AR : ۳‏ 
cC rO 1 EEE : If you rent a car this summer‏ 
HIR O2 NEAMHG DULY, Ê‏ 4= 
ROSENO COR FON FOE Û 4 with European Car Rental...‏ 0 رلم EIT‏ 
Amon Terminal Callactlan Î e tet vom tacir Ato vou Cori. youn J SAIMOIT UELAYS,‏ . 
Latest Madels & 7 Sealers A "Most and Greal' S4ncê 18 alo avalaplg o u‏ 


University of Essex : 


peelerahly in Aleka or Ala 1 
« Engihh and French ii the FSA Jewel 
» Anadvanced universlty degree In a rrlaıcd Rek 
*  Theabilky kı work, conirbure, and supervise in a ıcam enrjrunmgnt 


Paris Automalios & EalaleS . al Gatwick and Healhrow alrporlé AOVER MATRO F۴ FORD, A RA ` 2428 
recrul onal nel 
SoD PCO GN RODS SRO ene oR ad ance PP ıt esıablahed amêy rın business | | |. Pius oor 3 daya ine nczommoceton FORD اا‎ a Uakor 0 mea: 
Qele didet skal ker IEBEEEEETEKEET] ono ol 250 hon huougnout e : Fano Epoonr 1,4 q Fon HionpEO 1.8/2.0 LX 1 go e 
® 5-10 ycan experience lı COmmunliy-hasevi natural resources jr 4fc1 Ininagenen Fax: 44 161 437 1334 „ `‘ feubiscl lo corkflona}. .. ROVER 21  . PEUGHOT 405 10 aR: 1 


8 Department of Film & Mediu Studies 
University of Stirling’ 


۰ 1 ely 
٤ 7. WEEKLY e AoUER 410 & 2416 ۰ ! 
) ath Road, Heathroit, FAT CHOUECENTO. , 00 : 1300 . Roven 418 | 


„SPO j Rowan a2 su, | ize Û‏ ا ر 


J1 807.0 ENO PONE CAMS LIS 


: ralt arg Fas, (O0: 
This one-year course is based in the Department of IGT 


. Film and Medla Studies, an RAE 5-rated inlernational 
. Centre for research and tenching, The course is ESRC 
recognised anıd covers sui! ‘are ا‎ 


5 lie , FQRD NESTA 20m 100 K ROVER 820 aL .. 1 
Instituto of Arahiteoture /Diol : lia M r Ltt u e aed salary Hor u . : : fiddlesex THE 2A4 NESANMOCRA 1100 1700 I ا‎ : 9 
VI Jf MSc/Diploma in Media Manageme mille i 200 hahiage |, FORD ESCORT 13300 1800 ea TT a 
MA, PHD & PED COURSES IN VISUAL: . | | ل‎ 1 1 O OBIE Hall Cane LR e OUTIL EISEN MO 1 / HETIONYNDE Î | reo : um 2 OIBCOUNTS FOR LONG TERM, CHLD CRATS AND BOOSTERS AVNLARI 


ISLAMIC & TRADITIONAL ARTS 


The V.LT.A. Course offers ã unique opportunity to study bath the 
theory and the practice of visual Islamic and traditional arts al a 


SERVICE i | | Lonpon-HëArinolw-aarwlex ° 
TELı-00 441342 833338. ‘| 
1 FAXI-00 44 1342 832214 ,:..|' |. Flu SE kl» 


Thê Tntervatlonal Rescue Cdmrultteé, 


private, ior 


: NFA Bt Ry 1 
` higher education level. Theré are three types of coufses available at Î f E: ae NRE : 8 ا‎ 1 
, Project (half practica half: theory) and + FF 1 ا‎ E pplication Specla un ê 
(3) Thesis (theory). Students are encouraged to pursue their own |. |: ا‎ 8S STRATEGY. ا‎ $ New York hendq! E 
„ particular skills - whether it be paiiting, woodcarvirig, jewellery, E E i aS, ing Û 
, stlned glass, ceramids ete, nt tfie sainé time N tho classes | |' 2 9 7 7 ae Dulles train domestic arid ûverseas staff in use of Sun account 


in geometry, calligraphy; arabesqué and others. 
ج‎ For fûrthêr detalls contaet: . 
` TheVLT.A. Adminbtiatof The Prince af Wales's Insiltute of; ]: 
ıt 6a, 44 Gloücester Avenue, London NWI 8JD, j |: 
0171 916 9740 ime IE 


1 .binene eps ی پم یچ سیا‎ ١ e 4 : i ا‎ 
. 1 :for domestic offices. |: 1 f ' ll Hom h0 ol CDW and VAT : 1 
n E E O Ov A Regionnl |; ا‎ il .| | Unlimited. milşsge, meet&! , 1 Ge o real ue RO qic (OY ! 

: . ` Qffices, forıuser assistance: 4 at: Manahesterltondon elt sa4a 442110 
i Î Req: MBA or açcounting degree; 5 yrs in computer/finante fleld: : Rk. و‎ : 

ining: ex! rjonge; strong knowledge of Aççess, Paradox and Exeel : ٠ 

E ا‎ 1 : Tek: +44 14% deba 

٠ FAK +44 1483860187‏ ا ا 


FEATURES 25 


havê widened the gap between rich 
ancl poor so that the Wesl has "a 
moral and humanitarinn obligation" 
to find a way to press alıend witlı 
To find out whether such a vac- | tries where the new treatments are | vaccines. 
cine works İn human field trials, j unaffordable? That, many re- There are other slgns of lupe, 
doctors would need to monitor two | searchers believe, would be unethi- | says Peter Piot, head of UNAids, 
groups, one vaccinated, the other | cal. The question may become | For exanıple, plarntaceuticnl ginnl 
not, for perhaps three years, If the | academic, at least in the richer | Merck recently announcecl that it 
number of detectable infections and | developing countries, Brazil, for ex- | will invest in vacelnes for Aicls 
the levels of virus remained consis |j ample, has just enacted laws giving | based on nake! DNA. 1 
tently lower in the vaccinated group, all its HIV-pasitive people the right But In the end, it is selfinteresl 
that would show that the vaccine | to the new drug therapies free of | that will drive the US anl other 
worked. charge, although no one has saicl | industrialised countries inlo vacclne 
But now, in the US, most people | how the government will pay. (rials, All nations, however riclı, will 
who become infected are routinely Not everyone agrees, meanwhile, Î eventually neecl a vaccine ta keep 
offered the new drugs, People who | that the new drugs wil weaken sci | HIV at bay, says Bloom. No unc 
participated in vaccine trials could | entists' efforts to develop vaccines. j knows yet, lıe warns, how long the 
not ethically be denled such treat |j Anthony Faucl, director of the US | new drugs will fast ancl wlıether, 
ment, As a result, saya Bloom, “you Î National Institute of Allergy and In- | lke many antibiotics, they will 
have no way of knowing whether | fectious Diseases, which conducts | eventually fail as the virus develops 
the vaccine works", most of the government-funded | resistance io them. “One mutant 
So then what? Shift trials to coun- | Aids research, says the new drugs Î and it's over,” he says. 


year advised the US government's 
HIV vaccine researchers to put 
more emphasis on basic science. 

This makes excellent sense in the 
US, says Esparza, where the epi’ 
demic is comparatively small and 
slow-moving. But — as Bloom ac- 
knowledges — It does not answer 
the short-term needs of countries 
like Uganda, where the riak of be- 
coming infected with HIV in any 
given month is twice as high for 
army recruits as İt is for gay men İn 
the US. Yet since about 90 per cent 
of all Aids research worldwide is 
American-funded, America's priori- 
ties are setting the global research 
agenda. 

In contrast to the US, many devel- 
oping countries want trials to start 
now, saya Esparza, “Their percep 
tion is that we just con't have the 
time to get all the scientific informa- 
tion that we wish we could have be- 
fore we start." He argues that no 
one will know whether the available 
vaccines work or not until they are 
tested, and that a better vaccine will 
always lie just around the corner, 

The slow pace of research in the 
industrialised countries is also wor- 
rying the pharmaceutical industry, 
says Esparza. Companies must de- 
velop patented ideas into products 
within a set timeframe, but cannot 
do so without trials. “The coınpa- 
nies are really very discouraged," 
he says. 

Esparza's pragmatic approach is 
echoed by Rubaramira Ruranga, a 
major in the Uganclan army ancl anı 
Aids counsellor, “Basically, what 
has been going on should nut be 
stopped unless ther'e ix god reason 
to believe these exining |lexperi- 
mental] vaccines lave no potential." 


HERE Is a seconkl, less subtle 
1 threat to vaccines front tle 

new treatments, Bloom says 
that if US politicians think the Aicls 
epiclemic is over, they nıay want to 
recluce their investment for I'e- 
«earch into the disease. “Whenever 
ıumbers go down, the money goes 
away," says Bloom. "The real worry 
is that by the time the scientists gel 
rendy to (lo [trials] the politicians 
will feel thant Aidls is getting too 
ınuch money, and they will put il 
somewhere else," ' 

Jonathan Weber, professor of 
communicable liseases at St Mary’s 
Hospital in London, thinks that al- 
though today's experimental HIV 
vaccinês are ünlikely to halt the epl-' 
demic; they could seriously dent it 
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And now for the bad news about Aids 


'| no aclive plans for Phase III trials in | 
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Drug cocktails may ease 
the Alds epidemic but 
also kill off any chance of 
long-term prevention, 
writes Phylilida Brown 


TIS possible to imagine that the 
/ Aids epidemic ia all but over. 
New cocktails of two or three 

drugs to treat HIV have slashed 
death rates by around ‘40 per cent, 
closed entire Alds wards, and even 
made it possible for HIV-positive 
people to get life insurance, The 
prospetts for people infected with 
`Î the virus have been transformed, 

Transformed, that is, for’ the 5 per 
cent of people with HIV who are 
lucky enough to live in the industri 
alised West, For most of the 23 mil- 
lon people infected with HIV 
worldwide, it's a different story. In 
countries that spend as little as $5 
per person on health care each year, 
drug cocktails that cost $20,000 for 
a year's course ate a sick joke. A 
vaccine remains the only hope of 
halting the epidemic in the longer 
term. 

But that vaccine still does not 
exist and some scientists now fear it 
may be further away than ever, As 
better treatments have apparently 
brought the epidemic under control 
in the West, the race to press alead 
with field trials of today's experi- 
mental HIV vaccines is faltering. 
“Every dlay it is more difficult to test 
vaccines," says Jose Esparza of UN- 
Aids, ıe UN joint programme on 
Aids iı Geneva, Switzerland. 

Earlier this month, America's Na- 
tional Institutes of Health, which 
spencls $1.5 billion a year on Aids 
research, held its annual HIV vac- 
cine» meeting. In contrast to previ 
ous NIH meetings, when plans for 
fielkl trials dominaled the discus 
sions, il was an academic affair, 
concerned with the [iner points of 
inınunology and lhe latest vaccine 
stutlies iı monkeys, “The sense 0f 
urgency has (lisappearecl," saicl one 
disappoiutecl inlernatianal tlelegate. 

Researchers in the United States 
have spenl the 1990s inching to- 
wartls HIV vaccine trials. There 
have been smalt-scale stuclles of the 
safely of several experimental Vac- 
cines against HIV, and testtube 
studies of the Immune responses 
that (hey provoke against the virus, 
But the ultimate teats — large field 
trinls known an “Phase Ill" studies 
that will show whether a vaccine 
can actually protect against HIV or 
not— have yet to happen. There are 


lhe US or Europe. And, although 
small safety studies have been done 
in Thailand, and a similar study is 
planned shortly in Uganda, no 
decisions have been taken or dates 


country,’ 


‘in America' and Europe ‘do not yet 
'| believe ‘they have fouid a “good 
enough vatcine. Instéad,' most' are 
selzing ‘the breathing space that the 


‘fram the front line: Rather than rush 
to test the first ‘available vaccines, 
`Î they arè turning to more fundamen- 


'| tervaceines ‘that will have a greater 
ance of succesg i onê day. ' 
"With thè heat off, you don’t néed 
a quick fix,” says Barry Bloom at 


‘| eine in New York, bi. 


New Year, Apart from January Û, 
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Letter from the Dordogne Michael Woosnam-Mills 


Standing by to spread 
the word for ecology 


E eni) 
ENIS THATCHER, the | after François Mitterand s0 eilee | ¥ a 
D Duke of Edinburgh, Norma Î tively castrated it during his second 4 : 1 ٍ 
Major, and now me, the | term as president, Round two İs 1 : 
most recent in a long line of second Î sure to be a run-off between, in the 
fiddles stretching back through the | blue corner, Jean-Jacques : de 
sculleries and backyards of history. | Peretti; the smooth mayor of Sarlat, 
For here in the French ‘general | elected parliamentary deputy four 
electlon campaign; I find that niy | years ago and currently minister for 
partner of 20 years and mother of | France’a overseas territories; and, 
my children has decided to stand | in the pinkish-red corner, Germinal 
for parliament. Peiro, mayor of Castelniaud, a vil- 
She believes politics is a dirty lage that cowers beneath its impres- 
business she'd rather not get into. | sive medieval castle ‘above the 
but she also believes that politics | Dordogne, 
can be kept out of public life, pro- My partner's involvement i in all 
vided the area and ‘the issues are | this began with a phone call froma 
local enough. A couple of years ago, | friend called Franck. He is a lifelong 
she stoodl for the village councll for | ecology activist disgusted with the 
the second time, and got in. And | way the main groups, the Verts and 
you could hardly get more local | Génération Ecologie, have lined up 
than our village: 106 inhabitants, | with the two main parties, So he 
down one since old Julienne died | joined the genuinely independent 
last month, aged 100, and 97 of | Mouvement des Ecologistes In- 
then old enough to vote. There are Î dépendants, and declded to stand 
no left-right politics, Just arguments |j himself. 
about fields and ditches, mending ‘The gist of Franck’s phone call 
potholes in the roads, and whether Î was sinıple. If she would agree to be 


Grade I listed Mentmore 1a get make ita charity owners a $23,5 million profit PHOTO: BEAN ITH 


Yogic flyers hope for windfall profit 


includes five state and major recep- | more Towers. He staged a fund-rals- 
tion rooms and a total of 50 bed- | ing concert for the party at the 

HE charity associated with the | rooms, as a centre for teaching | Royal Albert Hall before the 1992 

` Natural Law party is set to Î transcendental meditatlon and yogic | general election. 
make a profit of around $23.5 mil- | flying under the guidance of its guru, The foundation already owns a 
lion through the sale of its head- İi Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. Tlie four | former United States airforce base 
the village can afford another rub- | his supp/#znte, he would be the can- | quarters, itemerged last week. dation has also nade considerable | in Suffolk and several other centres 
bish skip. didate. Not, of course, with much The Maharishi Foundation | money hiring out its grounds for | in Britain's Southeast. 

So I was surprised to hear that | hope of being electecl, but in order | bought Mentmore Towers, a listed | films, including Rebecca and Brazil, The chairman of the founclation's 
she is standing for something as | to sprend the worl that “ecology” | Grade I building in Buckinghanr | TV progranımes {Inspector Morse | trustees, Geoffrey Clements, who is 
non-local as the National Assembly. | doean't have to mean politically left | shire, and 81 surrounding acres for | ancl Chef ancl alvertisemenls, as j alan the learler uf the Natural Law 
Not of course that she would lope | or right, but pulting common sense | $370,000 in 1978 ancl has put it on | well as business conferences. purty, says the charily is selling 
or even want to get in, andl not that Î flrst. She agreed. So now there she j the market at a guide price of be- The foundation denies accusa | Memmore 10 creale a |nurposebuilt 
she's actually standing for a parlia- | is, lhe sıniling face beside Franck’s | (ween $16$24 million, tions hal il is selling {he praperty ta | cumle tu it cun expand ils peta 
mentary seat herself; she's what is | on cnmpaign posters all over the "There are more people with ihnt | subuidise the Natural Law party, all | Lous. The foundiMion also runs 
called a srppléazt. Iu France's elec- | constituency. kind of money than you would Î of whose candidates lost their (le- | clegree curses in business and 
toral system, every parliamentary They won't get many votes, But | think. We are talking seriously rich, | posits in the UK general election on Î nanagement, 
candidate must have a running | they nıay get a decent minorîly thıe | private jet material," a property con- | May 1. It insists that while bath il Organisers arı looking for snnle- 
mate, to stand in {or lim. or her if | flrat ime round: ` sultant sald. and the party share similar philn- j where im the Home Counties, 
necessary. The seat that our cirrent Frauck has lo go on lacal televi- “It is rare for a property uf this | soplies, they are financially cont | nround Lontlon, bul say Lhey lave 
parliamentary deputy won four | sion in f couple of days. As cantli- | calibre lo be offered on the market," | pletely separate. not yel founcl iı silable place. 
years ago is today occupied by his | «late for a party not represenled İn | sairl Ian Stewart, irector’ for inter- The party's masl famous SUD’ Menlmore ‘Fuwer's was built for 
suppléant, because the depuly has | the outgoing parliaınent he gels the | national property consultant Savills, | porter is the former Bealle George | Baron Meyer Amsvhel rl Rolh- 
also become a nılnisicr in the outgu- Û ninimum, one-and-a-half! minutes. j agents for the sale. Harrison, who the ioundation in- | schild in 185 and designet by Sir 
ing government and may not com- | Round lhe kitchen table we have Over the past 19 years the foumde- | sists has hud nothing to clo wilh j Joseph Paxlm, designer of the 
bine tle (wo funclions., been honing clown his message to a | tion has been using the house, which Î either the purchase or sale of Mente Û Crystal Palace. 

France has a (wo-round voting | few brief, punchy sentences, Sound- 1 
sysleım, with ballots on lwo succes- | bites thal we hope {lhe rural people 
sive Sundays, The country is dt | of the Dordogne will find memo- | Notes & Querles Joseph Harker 
vided inlo nearly 600 constituencies, | rable. 

Here in the Dorclogne we have four. In this seriously pro-hunting part 
Ours, wilh about 80,000 voters, Is | of France {Franck is well known as 
the biggest. It is alınost entirely | a vigorous opponent; he hus hacl 
rural: Sarlat, its only significanl | guns pointe all hin), we can expect 
town, has a population of just over | the nuisance phone calls any time 
10,000. now, and the 2CV nay get its tyres 

Anyone can stand in the first f let clown a couple of times. But 
round, provided they registered as | mostly it's good clean fun, with 
candidates by May 4. Most people | jlenty of laughs. And If Franck and 
will vote far the (wo biggies, the | his suppléaite do get a few people to 
pro-Cliirac RPR-UDF coalition and | vote for them the first time round, 
what remains of the Socialist party | then it wil all have been worth it. 


Qary Younge 


WIEN my children asked 
where they were before 
they were in mummy's tummy I 
could only come up with 
“Nowhere", Docn anyone have 4 
more satisfaclory answer? 


HE name Jerusaleın means 
“city of peace” and Beni- Dictionary defines “huplo- 
dorm mcans “slcep well”. Are graphy" as “the iuacdlvertenl 
there other similarly ironic place jÎ writing once of what should have 
names? been written twice". Is tlıis the 
most useless word in the English 
HILADELPHIA is the “City of | languaue? 
Brotherly Love”, but you have a 
one-in-flive chance of being the vic- Î JN other languages, lwo possible 
tim of a violent crime in any given | Î contenders for useless are: riman, 
year. — P Sanderson, Philadelphia, Û the sound of a stone thrown at a boy 
Fituaiie; S4 (Arabic); and tsufigiri, “trying out a 
: new sword on 4 chance passer-by" 
JENIDORM doesn't mean | Japanese). — Joe Kerrigan, Marsh, 
dormir bien, It comes from the | Huddersfield ‘ 
Arabic word beni (meaning “songs 
of), like a lot of others villages in ITH alr pollutlon and de- 
Yalencla (Benitachell, Benimuslin, forestation, has there been 
Benlarres). They all are old Spanish- Î any ajgniflcant change in the pro- 
Muslim sites, — Angel Oco# | portion of oxygen in the atmos- 
Gimenez, Valencia, Spain phere in the last 150 years? 


N reply to Alex Laidlaw (Notes & HE carbon dioxide content of 
Queries, April 20): the name the atmosphere has risen from 
Buenos Aires, literally “good airs”, | 0.03 per cent to 0,035 per cent over 


HAMBENRS Enulislh 


IHIEY were in Ile “between", 

necurtiug lo the Tibetan Bud- 
dhist view — wlıich secords wlth 
the tuition that “nowhere” isn't f 
very salisfaclory answer. ~e , Nancy 
PorterSteel, Halifax, Canada, . 


Any Answers? 


'RIDAY May 9 was niarked . 
F۴ on the calendar as Islamie 


A Country Diary 


cient artists knew: hazelnut, oak, 
lime, pine, hornbeam — with the 
.additlon of sweet chestnut, which, 
regularly coppiced, supplies posts 
for fences and vineyards. Rolling 
limestone hills support small farms. 


Audrey Ingsch 


ERIGORD NOIR: In the Vézère 
valley 17,000 years ago Cro- 
Magnon man picked on a fossilişed 
waterway, not as a living, space, but 
as some kind of sanctuary. He | Few hedges or walls exist. The eter- 
painted on itş rocky walls. In 1940, a | nal red popples glow along the ٤ k 
Frenchman found his way into this Î roadsides: ‘İn one meadow, we | has nothing to do with the quality of | the past 150 or so years, or about 16 Wz: do people tend to lool 
Lascaux cave after: subsidence. fo | counted 44 planta in flower. Others (| the air we breathe — which lent | per cent, 4 signifcant increase inu to the left or right, up OF ' 
lowing a tree fall. Now visitors can | had rows ûf walnut trees. Every- | bad as big cities go. view of the contribution to global 
enter Lascaux TI, another cave, cre- | where acacia blossom filled the alr Before self-propelled ships, warming that this gaa makes, The | some thing or 
ated as an exact replica of part of | with stent. and the buzz of‘bees. Î sallors had to depend on the-right Î rise is due, in part at least, to the | Lewy, New York e 
the original, compléte with 8اا‎ Crickets chirped. The sun: shone. | winds .to reach thelr ' désfination | burning of carboncontaining :fosail | . E 
paintings. 1 Emerging on toa castle rampart, | safely, So if. was only fitting that, | fuels and wood, ‘during which an ` Arigwars shut ۲ 

‘The power of Lascaux II is in- | we almost collided with a swift that | when the .first Spaniards reached |: equivalent volume ofoxygeni is used 3 y@dı 
tense: vibrant horses, deer; aurochs ]' screamed off to alert its comrades, Î this (for them) remote place, they j up. However, since’ herê’ İs vastly Î 0171/+44171 +242r0985, ب‎ 
roam over the walls with goats and | Ihslde one cave we found barn-owl Î thanked the patron saint of seamen, 1. more oxygen (at'20 per cent) ‘thar’ | to The Guardlêh: Weekly, 2 
bison. There's no little card giving |. pellets.and şigns of a nest.’ Jack- | Santa Maria dé los Buenos Aires, ûr '| carbon dioxide in the „atm There, 1 HQ 
the ‘painters name and dates, just Î daws built and called around'cliffs jÎ St Mary of the Good Winds, by bap- j the proportional : reduction 
astonishment, ' Today’ we ' walk | and castles. Black kites: ; patrolled Î; tislnig this city after her, 2 Roberto) geh İs ihsignificant. i. Rod Ê EN 
under the same trees that those an- | the airways. ١ Asseo de Chich, Buénûs Alres | Sykes; Haute Garonne, France | http: ر‎ ued bû. 0 


what new years are cêlebrated - 
annually, and what asi 

or seasonal significance do, do,they 
have? — B Harrison, Pusdorh, 
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Cannes hails 
British actress 


ي 
John Ezard and Derek Malcolm‏ 
ج ا 


Burke won for her perfor- 


mance in Nil By Mouth, a aav- 


father who beats his wife. In one 
scene actor Ray Winstone as the 
father punches Burke, causing a 
miscarriage, before striding out 


of the house. 


Oldman’s firat film as a direc- 
tor was alao tipped for the festi- 
val’a Grand Jury Prize. But that 
went to the Canadian director 


Atom Egoyan’s The Sweet 


Hereafter, about a community in 
Canada trying to recover from A 


major tragedy. 


Another British director, 


Tessa Sheridan, won Best Short 
Film prize for Ia It The Design 
On The Wrapper?, whitch cast 
leas than $20,000 ta make. 
Seun Penn, Madonna's ex- 
busband andl former 1lollywoud 


“*bratpack” actor, won Bent 


Actor award for She's So lovely 
directed by hia fellow American 


Nick Cassavetes. 


To almont everybocly’s sur- 
prise, the Palme d'Or for Bent 
Film was shared by the Japmcse 
Shohei Imamura for The Hel, at 
traglconıulc story of n wife mur- 
derer trying lo rehabilitate him- 


self, and the Iranian Abbas 


Kiarostami for ‘The Taste Of 
‘Cherry, about a man cleterminedl 
to comntlt suiclcte. The jury 

'Î president, the Frenclı ncirons 
Isabelle Adjani, alao.nnnounced 
a apecial Oth Aunivarsary 
Prize, whiclı was awarded to 
Egypt's Youssef Chaliino, ngfccl 


75, for his lifes wotk. 


Somo called the prizes ceccen- 
tric and others imaginative, but 
there were reporla of cliviaktona 
among (he jury and obsacr'vars 
were unable to predict wiunera 
out of the 24 filıns in contenlion, 
Strong English and Amorlcun 
!Î backing was volccd for Welcome | 
To Sarajevo, British director : , 
Michael Winterbottom'a hard’ 
look at the Bosnia conflict, but ' : 
many French critics loathed it, 
rring Deatiny, an Egyptian . 
film by Youssef Chahine. :. أ‎ 


Cannes rollof honourt. . j. 
Palme d’'OrzTha Taste of Cherry, 
Jl (dran) and: The. 
Eel, by Shohel Imamura (Japan): 
BOth Anniversary. Prize: Youssef 
Chahine, Egypt, director of Tha ‘i. :' 
.Deşlnyy-arand-Prizer The Swbet  : 
ıHêrsafter AtofnıEgoyan,‘ Canada: ı . 
‘Best Actresai Kathy Burke In NII : ; 
ıBy Mouth, Britalnı Bèat Aotor:ı.. 
SêarlıPein.Iin She's So Lovely, USA! - 
Best Dirêctor: Wong KarWal,. | 
‘hlappy-Together, Hong Kong; Beat 
‘Soereenplay: Jamas Schamus, The : 
-Ipê Stêrm; Jury Prize:-Westêm,: . ' 
:Manuei Polrlefi France; Best .ı . 
i§hûrt Filmır'ls It tha Design or the.. 
‘Wrapper?]‘Tetsè Sheridèn:; Brltaln;l. 
«Jury Prize fr Short Film: 
Leonle, By: Lieveh Debrauwer, i 


by. Abbas Klerostaml { 


.Belglum,.and Lês Vicaricegs 
Emnrianuelle Bercèêt, France 


Chekhov famously described The . 


landscape {view of a lake), lots of , 
talk about literature, little action and 
a ton of love”, And Peter Hall's pro- 
duction at the Old Vic, in a new ver- 


slon by Tom Stoppard, is a largely RITISH actrcas Kathy 

uc ceaalil attempt to go back to the - Burke won Best Actress 
author's intentions. This is Chekhov | Award at the Oth Cannes filma 
played with lightness, irony and | festival on Sunday niglıt for her 
speed, and none of that woozy nos- | role as an alcoholics battered 
talgia we falsely dub “Chekhovian", :Î wife. : 


Two cavils only. The pressure of . 
the Old Vic repertoire means the 


production has yet to achieve the | agely realiatic story set in 

molten inevitabillty that charac- | Bermondsey, south-east London 
teriges the best Chekhov. Hall also | and directed by the British star 
follows convention by placing the in- | Gary Oldman. 
terval after the second act. But in The film is Oldman's semi- 

his 1990 RSC production Terry | autoblographical account of a 
Hands put the break between acts | family destroyed by an alcoholic 


three and four, between which (wo 
years have elapsed — and it was a 
revelation. One suddenly realised 
that the characters who show any 
capacity for change are tragic, while 
those wlo remain locked inside 
their ùwr egos are conic. 

But, for the most part, Hall's pro- 
duction is refreshingly free of 
Chekhovian cliché. For a start, Stop- 
pard's translation balances a stream 
ûf Hamlet quotations with endless 
verbal felicilies. Hall also sees that 
Chekhov's characters mostly walk 
in a selfcentrecl dream, never quite 
listening to what anyone else says. 

You see this most clearly in 
Michael Pennington’s excelleu 
Trigorin. Victoria Hamilton's Nina 
also has exactly the ight famelun- 
gry selfcenlredness. 

Felicity Kentlal gives luis a goucl, If 
unsurprising, Arkaclina, and Doım- 
inic West is a properly anguished, 
fretlul Konstantin. But the strength 
of the produclion is in Ihe smiller 
roles: in David Yelland's calm, pre- 
cise Doru; in Greg Hicks's clumsy, 
awkwarcl ‘schoolmaster; and in Ja- 
nine Duvitski's Masha. The parnclox 
of Cheklov is that he wrote cıısen1- 
ble plays for non-lislening soloists, 
und in Hall's brisk anl freshly imag: . 
ined production the solipsistlc eo ! 
ism quite properly prevails. 


`. Audiarcl's.debut is a noir thriller | 
that interweaves two oslensibly un- 
related strands. One track follows ; 
Awo.' mismatched vagranls: old, ! 
weatherbeaten Marx (Jean Jouls 
Trintignant) and confusecl innocent 
Frédéric (Matlileu Kassovitz). The 
‘other follows a travelling salesman 
(played by Jean Yanne) as a man 
‘who: has a nervous. breakdown of ' 
sorts as he investigotes a shooting, : 
" This is an existential. thriller. par ' 
excellence..IFs a flim to get lost İn, 
and to come out of feeling shattered 
and dazzled. If: A SelfMade ‘Hero : 
iImpressed-yöou, ‘rest assured this: ii 
10: times: as . good; :and" raucd' 
stronger sbuffii..:. ws ° a. 
1. For a fllm:that- offers a closeup 
‘look, at .itigect lif, there's only:one ‘ 
thing: truly . fleshcreeping : about ' 
Microcosmos, and: that’s ıthe title 
ong, performed ..by.. a choir. of 
French; schoolchildren. Five . years 
inthe making; Microcosmas evokes . 
a slnigle day in-theıuidergrowth of a ; 
meadow,. and that’ strange sound j 
‘you car hear in the background’ ãş ; 
the audiênçe..oohiûig and :aahing. ; 
There '' arei some:.: breathtakingly ! 
He Fre 


strange visions he: 


i.“ The emphasis. ion !the: gldriesı:o: ! 
colour ‘and «textuite may,stunr:the | 
senées, but ultimatêly tûurhê nature : 


ihto..ahıraeatbetiê ,apectnole; Still, : 
there ar¢ sightsı heré yûu've hever ı 
` Been before +~most memorably, the 
mating dance-of two snails, which | 
suggests’ some ı:nightmarish ,:new ; 
genre of sci-fl porn... cit | 


Philip Quast, Kathryn Evans, and ' 
Krysten Cummings. 


3:: m` Regarde Jen : 
Homsnes Tombér (See How:They 
Fall), made ini 1993 and now givenla : 
Hinılted release, the oharacters may | 
‘reinvent. themselves. but what .we ; 


of peoplé falling apart’. ier fot 


Seagull as “a comedy with ... a 


to Claudlus's safety, rather than an 
introspective weakling. 

A new American nıusical about 
politics? Sounds promising. But al- 
though The Fix, with book and 
lyrics by John Dempsey and music 
by Dana P Rowe, has bags of attack, 
it is eventually undone by its own 
cynicism. 

If the show doesn't work, it is be- 
cause it lacks the basic ingredient 
of satire: a moral positive or an im- 
plied alternative vision, But it is 
given an all-stops-out production at 
the Doumar Theatre, London, by 
Sam Mendes, is designed by Rob 
Howell with glittering econoniy, 
and contains buoyant perfor- 
mances from John Barrowman, 


Spooked . . . Hamlet (Alex Jennings, right) meets the Ghost 


PHOTOGRAPH. NEIL LIBBERT 


The loser in this war of sound- 
bites was George Foreman — Ali | 
was. able to persuade the world, 
Africa included, that he was the in 
disputable bad guy. Foreınan wasn'l 
entirely without charisma, but by 
concentrating so exclusively on the 
Ali legend, the film ends up short- 
changing him again, 

For all the .talk about the fight 
serving a8 a vital conduit between 
black America. and Africa, there's 
too little interest in Africa itself We ' 
get a few shots of children cart- 
wheeling in the streets, but little 
comment fron Africans about what 
the match meant tû them. ا‎ 

As a look back at cultural history, 
the film doesn't begin to offer ahy j| 
mythical .1ı , And .ıag :.a أ‎ 
straight .account of the ‘fight, .you 
only wish it had.managed to be as ' 
partisan, ...: ‘eccentric and ` -fully- : 
rounded as Maller’s book, inıwhich ' 
Ali seemed .all.the more heroic. be- | 
cause we saw his ‘depreasivei mo- ' 
ments:too: This is-too big a-story to : 
caphure.in'87 minutes, : °’. .-«. | 

.Jacqies :Audiard's recent A:'Bel . 
Made Hero, was ‘about a man plec- 
ing himself together;: inventing: an ; 
identity out of whole cloth, In-Aûdi- : 
‘ard's :ıeatlier film: 


Beg .mainly.is theı ghastly spectacle 


iÎ serious analysis of Ali's politicalrand 


was one:hell.of a stand-up: He; dot 1 
a dazzling comedy routine at a press | 


last wêek I1 murdered arock, injured : 


Shorter Hamlet electrifies 


and this comes through both the 
stagecraft and Jennings's electrifly- 
ing performance. 

This is no pale, reflective Hamlet 
but an almost Dostoevskyan figure 
who has determined on a course of 
action and finds himself defeated at 
every turn. I suspect he could be- 
come as much an emblem of the 
times as David Warner's student- 
scarvedl version was in the sixties, 

Like everything in this produc- 
tion, the design — down to the use 
of shadow-play for The Murder Of 
Gonzago — comes across as fresh- 
minted: the result is a radical redis- 
covery of an old play in which 
Hamlet becomes a tliwarted man of 
action, who poses a genuine threat 


(Edward Petherbrldge) 


fallen warrior 


blame. for his decline. As the title 
suggests, Gast’s filnı harks back to a 
moment of pride and optimism in 


a speclal focus in Ali the fighter, 
rhetorician and. activist. There's a . 
brief review. of Ali's. career» a 
African-American hero in the. ring 
and in front of the TV cameras, a Ca- 
reer of. heroism that had: its: real 
peak not in the Zaire fight, but'in his ' 
refusal to fight in:Vjetnam. . .'ı 
With Its: soundtrack. brought up 
to date by the Fugees’ rap, the film 
sets out ‘to.:remind young black : 


Unfortunately, the ` sense of 
legacy. engulfs the ‘immediacy of : 
.Gasts .reportage, Ii. fact, some of 


4 „Î the more telling revelations about . 
nats fll has finallyemerged as ` 
i ! 1 ‘| vided by; the. pundits whıo...were : 
ı| there ıi writers Norman Mailer and ' 


the. Kinshasa extravaganza are pro- , 


ıÎ the. “.languidly patrician. ‘George ! 
Plimptoh . i ina Me 
' There's little ori.show that isn't di- ' 


rectly ‘or: indirectly: an' advert: for 


Ali's glory Glory 1t18,unmistakably. 
Fora man who moved:so fast,»Ali 


conference, firing’: off salvoes’. of 
snappy selfadvertising’ Copy: “Onl! 


a atone, hospitalised 4 brick! Pm-Bo 
near [make mmediciriê sick". 


Nostalgia for a 


'Î seventies black America that found 


Feature ! 


Oi screen, a whirlwind’? ûf | 
fler sucha vivid retinder of Ali at 
Peak, or sucha yigorouk' cele. 
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THEATRE 
Michael Billington 


Norway. Goodbye to “How 

all occasions". Matthew War- 
cuss new three-hour Hamlet at 
the Royal Shakespeare Theatre ° 
ruthlessly excises many familiar 
landmarks. But, while there.is much 
[would argue.with, this is one of the 
most exciting ınain-house Stratford 
productions in.years and boasts a 
first-rate Prince iıı Alex Jennings. 

Warchus hasn't just cut the play: 
he has totally re-aligned it. He he- 
glıs with an image of a besuited 
Jennings gravely emptying the 
ashes from his father’s urn against 
background film of his boyhood self 
romping with his dad in the snow, 
hen cuts.to a gaudy wedding party. 
all balloons and fireworks, in which 
ıhe mature Hamlet is a looker-on 
king Polaroids of the canoodling 
Claudius, Clearly this production is 
going to be about a wounded indi- 
vidual rather than the rank corrup- 
ton within a tyranny. 

Vital elements go missing in the 
process: by cutting the war with 
! | Norway and the ullimate invaeion 
by Fartinbras, Warchus eliminates 
both the political context ancl the 
sense thal Hamlet ia mockecl by sur- 
nunding circumstance. But, having 
made tliat clecision, Warclıus intelli 
! genlly conflates the tlıree existing 
versions of the play: hus lie follows 

he First Quarto by putting “To be 
or not to be” belore lhe arrival of 
Iê players, which makes psyclno- 
j gical seııse in {hat Hanmılel's suici- 
dal indecision precedes positive 
| xtion. He also includes scenes — 
«ch as Horatio's reassurance to 
Gertrucle that her banished son. is 
thal we have never seen be- 


Fee, Fortinbras. Exit 


But the virtue of this production 
isthat it makes ever the most hard- 
taed Hamlet-walcher feel he or she 
is seeing the play for the first time; 


CINEMA 
Jonathan Romney 


OE thing . is - certain. about 
When We.Were — t8 
Mt the film that Leon Gast origi 
ually set out to make, In,1974, he 
went to Zaire to fllm the “Rumble in 
the Jungle" — the historic fight in 
Kinshasa between Muhammad Ali 
dnd .Foreman. lf the film 
hed been completed then, it could 
been a raw document ei 
, 8° piquant, sometimes 
mie look: behind the.scenes, and a 
Powerful celebration .of black Amer- 
A. The fact it took'23 years to fin- 
ih means,that it’s atil all of these 
things, but only to an extent and 
incidentally. 


Son'ş; and the young man 


ou almast: wist’ the film didn't 


. Of the game that" many 
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Bringing the 
House down 


RECITAL 
Stephen Moss 


Hr an hour before Luıclano 
Pavarotti appeared, a 
scream pierced the Cavent . 
Garden foyer. A middle-aged 
woman, evidently determined to 
getin without a ticket, was crying 
to be admitted. Mad, of course; a 
part in Lıurcla D1 Lammermoora 
distinct possibility. 

Yet you could not help but 
sympathise with her: this was a 
Great Event, a rare chance to see 
the great man without getting 
soaked, His firat recital at 
Covent Garden for 18 years} his 
last before the House closes for 
redevelopment; perhaps — he 
cause be is now 61 ~~ his last 
subatantial performance on the 
stage where he eatablished hls 
career in the 1960s, 

This wasn’t a typical Covent 
Garden audience; it was a 
Pavarotti audience, come to 
worship. 

Pavarotti is now such an 

iconic figure that he could 
turn up, beat out a few bars 
from Puccini on the spoons 
and win a tumultuous Ova 
ton. 

His voice remains a 
magnificent instrument. 
The choice of numbers 

wı careful — he may 
not now he capable of 
the bel canto pyrotech’ 
1 nics of old — but his 
atlack, the heauty of 
his phrasing and his 
sheer musicality are 
nctiumcdl, AB A 
xingter and per 
former wha com” 
i mands and 
engages, he has 10 
equal. 

Pavarwti's superstar stalis 
means he ia now more likely lo 
appenr in a nindium than on û 
aliyge. So the austerlty of this 
performiumce — with only the pi” 
uutist Leone Magiera and il 
(Uy red nerewn for company 
was a welcoınc rulicf, Jit 0°C8° 
#ionally (he voice herame 
alrainecl and hıısly in tho lower 
regglater, but for the most part . 
his performances were masterly. 

But will he return after the re- 
opening? Some patrons were 
taking no chances and had gmall 
children perched on their knees’ 
In 70 years, as old men now ta! 
of Caruso, they will be able t0 
say, “I saw Pavarottl”. 


..been told as much about .barbel 4# 


.anyone needs to know. ..' , 
Barbel, is a fish with a droopy 

`moustache.Jike Bismarck. Şteve, o 

the other hand; was staggering 


like Benny Hill, what with the. uP 
turned hat, the round specs.and onê 
of those jackets. with 93 pod 
each one stuffed, so to speak, t0 
gills. Steve launched, himself on 

the river, in .an inner tube and. pf“ 
pelled himself with hom ok him 


Core 


chaired the Arls Couucil, which is 
(he House's major funcler. 

In the end the fight between ac- 
cess an exclusivily, the ongoing 
battle between arl and busincas, 
wa? never resolvecl. Mclntoslı knew 
her tlne was us, In (he pres re- 
lense aunouncing her. cleparlure 
Lord Chadiington (levotecdl nix lines 
to Mcintosh and 12 to Allen. Exit 
stage left, McIntosh, from this very 
British drama, With singing. 

Both McIntosh andl her predecea- 
sor Isaacs were distingulshed by 
their attention to artisliç concerns 
as well as management şkilis. But it 
looks like the business heads ahd . 


. the establishment have won the lat-: 
„est round. . و‎ 


membered for Paul Temple and his 
game little wife, Steve. The sus- 
pense from episode to episode was 
actual agony, as if Durbridge. had . 
got a good grip on your intestines 
andtwisted. . .. 3 
. Bleasdale's Melissa is a.de luxe 
production but I wouldn't say it ex- 
erts that physically painful pull. It îs , 
difficult to give a damn which of 
Melissa's friends —~ who. seem to 
move.in a cohesive clump like frog 


spawn — have done it. My noney’s | .pers,.He thought the fish 


on Guy's friend, George. He,is 401| for. a, duck, Underwater photos 
gosh darned decent and always in |, phy,.a charm of this sèrlea,;probêdl 


happens , . ;. . ,ı „ ; |... Many.ofthe-fishermen şeemed 
„. Steve was inserted strategically, | bein fllght from the wife, Well 
into Tales of the.. River, : come to women-next. week, Remind 


„man wh 
me to tell you about tg mn de 
E 


South: 4frlca whenever anythiûg | the truth.afthis theory. 


. BBC2) llke 4 temptlig., worm | 1 
.cafth the: elusive viewer, wio.was, |. used his wife's pubic 
likely to slip away feeling. ha, had .l. salmon fly... : ...... 


tion. Lorcl Gowrie, the present elıair- 
man of the Arts Council, spent a 
weekend unsuccesfully trying to 
persuade lıer to stay in lıer job as 
secretary general. Lord Chadling- 
ton sakl he couldn face going 
througlı the selection process again, 
and that was why such a cukck suc- 
cession was organised. ‘Fhe arts 
community may not be satisfied 
witlı that explanation. 

“The need for transparency is 
greater than ever,” says one insider, 
who described the system of 
appointments at the Opera House 
and the Arts Council as “Buggins's 
turn”, polnting out that there has 
been only one chairman of the 
Opera House who has #ot also 


Please do not adjust your set this way 


ing finger of suspicion points so 
straight at Guy that the killer just 
has to be someone else, 

My favourite fly was Rhett Butler, 
a comic-tragic cameo of a heartbro- 
ken widower. At the ship's fancy 
dress ball, this small, fat man in his 
false moustache dances The Last 
Waltz with his wife's ashes in his 
arms. Î was extremely sorry to see 
him go. Head first, as it happens, 
over the rail. 

Melissa is Alan Bleasdale's te- 


working of a Francis Durbridğe | 


story. It is in five chunks over two, 
weeks which assumes you haye 
seven hours or so with nothing bête 


ter to do. Well, do you? Durbridge,, | 


king of the cliffhangers, is best te 


26 ‘ARTS 


The Royal Opera House is reeling from the resignation 
of its new chief executiva. What is going on in Covent 
Garden? Kamal Ahmedi and Clare Longrigg report 
on a very British drama — with singing 


Fight at the Opera 


NDER the watchful gaze of 
the main tower at Magdalen 
College, Oxford, a very İm- 
portant meeting was taking place. 
Significant people had been brought 
together at one of the city’s oldest 
colleges to discuss a worrying issue 
— the future of the Royal Opera 
House, 
Jts board members were there to 
discuss what next for one of 


itis, well, so damned exclusive. Cor- 
porate donors like that kind of 
thing, A lot. 

That is the see-saw on which the 
Opera House İs caught, access ver- 
sus the old, established way, One of 
the most telling sections Iron that 
delicious fly-on-the-wall TV docu- 
mentary, The House, were pictures 
of the Princess of Wales settling 
dorm into her box while a mother 


Britain's mast venerable artistic .in- | struggled up endless flights of stairs 
atitutions, described as “magnlfi- | to her cranıped seatin the gods. 

cenl" by Its supporters and “a Was McIntosh bashing her head 
shambles" by its detractors — of | against a brick wall? Oo Friday, May 


which there are many. 

Two people were being watched 
very closely. Stage left was Genista 
Mcintosh, the chief executive. 
Calm, Labourconnected and rela- 
tively new. Accessibility at the ROH 
is her business. Stage right was 
Vivien Duffield, daughter of million- 
aire financier Sir Charles Clore, She 
is the head of the Opera House trust 
and a fornıidable fund-raiser. The ex- 
clusivity of the ROH is her business. 

The weekend was described as a 
"brainstorming session" and the 
meetings were described as “good- 
natured.” Not quite. Four weeks 
later, Ms Mcintosh resigned. 
Duffield is still there, 

There are a hundred metaphors 
here, For Opera House read a story 
of the establishment versus the new 
meritocrats, For Opera House read 
“culture” versus “popularism", For 
Opera House read an age-old battle 
for power. This is more than a story 
about bums ûn seats, It ls story 

about Bıitish society, With singing. 

A new plan was put on the table 
a1 Magdalen College. It was to im- 
prove "gccessibilly", 4 neutral {erm 
that hicles a myriad of aceusations 
that the Opera House is élilist, 

Melnlosh put forward a number 
of options, from the orclinary — re- 
cluce ticket prices for some per for- 
ımances — to the raclical — make 
the Opera House more like those 
other, successful arts venues, such 
as London's Soudı Bank and the 
Barbican. How about a shop? An all- 
day café? Workshops? Anything that 
meant that the Opera House build- 
ing, İn the middle of Covent Garden, 
was taking advantage of its position 
among the teeming tourists, 

The idea was discussed. Interest 
ing, everybody agreed, but care 
must be taken. One of the Opera 

1 House's greatest selling points, 
Duffield's golden prospectus, is that 


9 the game for her was over. ROH 
chairman Lord Chadlington, aka 
Peter Gummer, brother of Tory 
politician Jolın, rang each board 
member with the news of Mcin- 
tosh's decline. It was bad news, he 
said; a mysterious illness had appar- 
ently seized Mcintosh. 

“1 was gobsmacked, 1 must 
admit," says one board. “It 1s unclear 
what exactly Genista is suffering 
from, but I think there was one word 
that everybody was not saying.” 
Stress? “Yes, I think that’s right.” 


VER THE weekend each 

board member received 4 

copious fax from Lord 
Chadlington. But it wasn't some 
forma of explanation for the remark- 
able turnaround that has seen 
Mcintosh, the former executive di- 
rector of the National Theatre, leave 
her post at the Opera House after 
only four months. 

Il was actually about her succes- 
sor, A matter to which Lorcl 
Chadlington had obviously given 
muclt thought. Each boarcl member 
was called to an emergency meeting 
on Monday last week. “Jl was more 
or less a rubber-stamping exercise,” 
says one board member, “Mary 
Allen was the front runner.” 

Allen is no stranger to Lord 
Chadlington. In The House clocu- 
mentary there is a confrontation be- 
tween Arts Council heavyweights 
and beleaguered Opera House exec- 
ulives, Lord Chacllington, then the 
chairman of the Arts Council's Lot- 
tery Panel, is sitting beside Allen, 
the council's secretary general. The 
post-mortem of the meeting shows 
Lord Chadlington and Allen in per- 
fect accord. 

However wellauited she ië to the 
job, Allen's seamless appointment is 
unlikely to. improve the Opera 
House's already tarnished reputa- 


TELEVISION Even when he 1s not kicking in 
television sets, Guy’s behaviour İs 
Nancy Banks-Smith edgy. He wins the Nicholas Toma- 


„| ln Award for investigative journal- 
AM WORRIED about Guy. He is | ism by beating up a couple of South 
the Hiberal, sensitive war corre- | African white supremacists, In hos- 

spondent in Melissa (Channel 4). | pital he throws a jug. .at a clergy- 

Slice him how you like, this man is a | man. His girlfriend is killed in a car 

sound, t soft-bolled, egg. {ts just | a crash and, after a period of 

that he kicks in TY sets whenever | mourning briefer than Clytemnes- 

1 the content displeases him. “You | tra's, he marries a girl he meets on 
1 can't keep doing this, Guy!" a fellow | the ship coming home. This is 
٣ reporter says mildly as yet another | Melisşa. Admittedly she is played 
set implodes, by Jennifer Ehle, whose face glints 

Now we've all felt tempted. Pro- Î and changes like ' the surface of 

1 8 ~ grammes could be rated from one | water. Still. 

to four boots according to the force Meanwhile people are dropping‏ : : أ 

1 of the temptation, but, lef's face it, | like flies — one shot, one drowned, 

there would be glass everywhere, one bludgeoned —~ and the quiver- 
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Sports Dlary Shiv Sharma 


Barcelona's cup of joy 


PENALTY by Ronaldo eight 

minutes from halftime was 

enough to give victory to 
Barcelona in the European Cup 
Winuers’ Cup final against Paris St 
Germain in Rotterdam. 

At times the French, especially at 
the start of each half, showed the 
creativity they had produced in 
crushing Liverpool in the semifinal 
first leg, but could not match the 
menace of Barcelona's counter- 
attacks, strength and self-belief. 


level with the late Mike Hailwoorl. 
The victory was in fact Doohan's 
fifth in succession at the Mugello 
track, near Florence, having also 
won the San Marino GP there in 
1993. The Honda rider crossed the 
finishing ne more than 10 seconds 
ahead of Italy's Luca Cadalora with 
Japan's Nobuatsu Aoki third. It was 
Doohan's third victory in four races 
this season and it left hinı comfort- 
ably at the top of the table. 


WANS idled on an abundant 
Severn, the Australian team 


ORD MacLAURIN has resigned 

as chairman of the United King- 
dom Sports Council. The departure 
of the multi-milllonaire former chief 
of a supermarket chain, had been 
widely expected since he put his 
name to an eveofelection letter 
warning of the danger of a Labour 
government. The council gave the 
reason for the resignation as “per- 
sonal". Lord MacLaurin has been 
replaced, for the moment, by Sir 
Rodney Walker, chairman uf the 
English Sports Council. 


TAN COLLYMORE moved to 
Aston Villa from Liverpool for 
Ê7 million. A two-hour meeting with 
the 26year-old striker convinced 
Villa manager Brian Little that the 
player was worthy of becoming the 
Premiership club's record signing. 
Collymore will be paid a salary re- 
puted to be around £15,000 a week. 
Everton meanwhile have signed 
Croatian defender Slaven Bilic for 
£4.5 million from Premiership rivals 
West Ham. The Merseyside club 
lured the 28-year-old on a lucrative 
five-year contract. The Euro 96 star 
had joined West Ham for £1.6 mil- 
lion just 18 months ago. 


might be replete with allrounders 
but, if they had named four times as 
many, Gavin Haynes and David 
Leatherdale would not have gained 
a look-in. At New Road they bowled 


also lost at Worcester, and went on 
to win the Test series 4-0. And it did 
not entirely escape notice last Sun- 
day that the innings of most sub- 
stance, albeit only 32, was produced 
by an Australian, Tom Moody, who 
cannot even make the squad. 

Before the match Australian tele- 
vision crews took footage of the 
cathedral, and spectators waving na- 
tional flags posed for pictures with 
Worcestershire's mascot Peter 
Pear, Two hours later Australia's 
world was pear-shaped as Haynes's 
ebullient 10-over spell of four for 40 
against the top order was followed 
by Leatherdale's abrupt dismissal of 
the tail. 

Haynes's blossoming career was: 
interrupted when he missed all of 
last season with a knee injury, but 
he is a proficient one-day cricketer 
and bowled his in-duckers with con- 
siderable spirit. 

Greg Blewett looked in good 
order until he was bowled off his 
pads, and Mark Taylor (despite 
scores of 45 and 76) looked little 
closer to form in making 14, suc- 


cumbing to the first of three catches 
off Haynes by the wicketkeeper 
Steve Rhodes, 

Leatherdale, still regarded in his 
native Yorkshire as a middle-order 
batsman who never qulte made the 
grade, took a wicket in each of his 
five overs, finishing with remarkable 
figures of five for 10. He is enthusl- 
astic medium at best but the ball 
seamed and the bounce was uneven, 
Australia continued to capitulate. 

Justin Langer, strelching for- 
ward, was judged lbw to Leather- 
dale's first ball, Brendon Julian, 
Shane Warne and Glenn McGrath 
followed to edges — Julian snapped 
up by the diving Moody at first slip 
— and Michael Kasprowicz cut him 
to point. 

“We did not bal well enough and 
it is very disappointing,” saicl T'ay- 
lor. He viewed the defeat as a wake- 
up call. And the Australians do not 
sleep through many. 

Earlier last week tlhe visitors beat 
the Duke of Norfolk's XI by 113 
runs in their opening match at 
Arundel. 


OUNTING player unrest alter 
Harlequins failed to win a tro 
phy in their first season of profes- 
sional rugby has cost Dick Best his 
job as the club's director of rugby. 
Best, who was on a 1U-yenr contritcl, 
had been with Harlequins fur 23 
years as captain, coach arl full-time 
supremo. He recruited most of the 
players currently at the club, but 
had run into serious disagrevitents 
with them over low (ıe len 
should be prepared ancl organised. 


Leatherdale is winning increasing 
respect. Nevertheless, when Eng- 
land's chairman of selectors Davicl 
Graveney called for tlıe counties to 
harry the Australians at every turn, 
these two will hardly have been 
foremost in his thoughts. 
To adopt the terminology of lhe 
Australian wicketkeeper 
Rodney Marsh, England had thrust 
the pie-throwers into the front line 
to deadly effect. Compared with 
some of the dross served up by 
Northamptonshire last Saturday, 
is was glorious stuff and, with 
only one warın-ııp match remaining, 
Australia are in some confusion. 
There are reasons not to become 
over-excited. Eight years ago they 


HE hopes of several British foot- 
ball clubs to attract Germany's 
captain Jlirgen Klinsmann to spend 
the final years of lıis glittering inter- 
national career with them were 
dashed with the announcement that 
he is to join the Italian Serie A side 
Sampdoria at the end of the season, 
in a one-year deal. It is likely lo be 
the 32year-olkl Bayern Munich 
star’s last European move as lhe is 
expected to retire after nexl year's 
World Cup finals. 


RAEME QOBREI, whe look {he 

warld 4,000 pursuit le on i 
bicycle made from iis own desig, 
has pulled out of inlernalioruıl com- 
petition for the sengon because: ol fi- 
nancial problems, The talcntvel Scot 
said: “At {he mome bolh my cy- 
cling aml. my business are Hong 
clownlilll. I cannot train properly ancl 
I dont want to rilo any events İn it 
subslandard physical condillon.” 


ROTHERS Aclam and Ben Hol. 

lioake, the Surrey all-rouncler's, 
are inclucled in England's 15-strong 
squad for the one-day series agalnst 
the visiting Australian cricketers, 
For the 19-year-old Ben It is his first 
inlernalonal call at senior level, 


Golf English Open 
Victory eases Johansson’s Ryder path 


Ryder Cup points list. He las 
$488,000 in the latter and, with 
about $560,000 needled to be sure of 
selection and 15 events to come, he 
can start thinking about the show- 
idown in Valderranıa. . 
„ Johansson has now won four 
times in his elght years on tour, and. 
‘the latest two have contributed 
$373,000 to his Ryder Cup points. 
That means he has .won only 
$115,000 from his other 10 qualify-.. 
‘ing events, which suggests a player 
far more erratic.than Johansson ac .| 
hay is. a . e 
;: He grasps the club two to ‘three 
inches down the grip, . especially 
when -playing ıinto the wind, and is 
also working .on .naking his swing 
shorter but siso wider 80 as not to 
lose clubhead speed, all in the name. 
ofcontrol i,’ i... o. 
` Last Sunday:he had to flght-hard 
‘to ward .off Edlund, a player who 
woultl have been perhaps the most. 
‘surprisilg winner ۰ ever’ on tour, 
given: his :lack of achievement: In Î , 
the past four years he had won only 
$38,000 and attended the qualifying | i 
school no fewer. than tight times, .| j 1 
ã collector, “1 like to drink ıit, too," .| He had never managed even a top- | greens : i a 
he seid, Perhaps a little Chateau.) 110 finjshiyhis best. being 12th in the êlên: ` Wi rth, ein: :follrth | N A1CHAEL DOOHAN of Aus 
: : | Madeira land Open in 1995... | plier aê | V Ltrella, the world motorcycling | ended! fallûrdiwhen the Frenuh 
But Johansson got a good break | Players’ Classic, at ,Tytherington, | champion, won.his fourth consecur. | star was beaten 6-4, 62 by A 
| attheı10th where, aftef a.seven-iron ‘Î ‘Cheshire... The ‘Wine “was “Aus: Il'tive.Ttallan. Grarid'Prix list Suriday':|. Mary Jod Fernandez in the final of. 4 ` 
gecond-had ‘finished.,short of ıtha ,.lrtralia's Karen Lunn: „` ir Î aud took his career.500do tally to 37, İ the German Open, al of 


green, he chipped in from 45 feet. If 
that was fortunate; there was noth- 
ing lucky about his cagle at the long 
12th. “I hit a good drive and left 208 
yards downwind to go.:T abaolutely 
killed a five-iron and it finished 12 
feet from the hole.":That gave him a 
,lead he was never to relinquish. 
This has been an impressive 
.week for Webster, who had only 
‘three bogeys during the course of it. 
He won $58,500 which, with the 
$44,000 he already had; :ends his’ 
four-card cares. 

: Colin Montgomerie, never in 
‘touch with the leaders, felt that the 
‘Masters had taken more out of him 
than he had suspected. “1 think my 
‘finakround 81 hurt ıe mentally,” he 


SAE Farmor-Patrick, Amer 
ica's 400m hurdler, was bannccl 
for fogr years after {esting posilive 
for teslosterone at the US Olympic 
trials In Atlanta last June. The newa 
followed allegallons eurller {hat 
Î Mary Slaney, the’ US niddle-dls- 
tance runner, had alğo falled a 
drugs test 12 months ago, . 

In another drugs-test case, the 
'| former tennis' world No 1 Mauls 
.| Wilander. and the Czech Karel No- 
‘| vacek. were banned . for three 
months after withdrawing thelt ‘ap- 
peals against testing positive for co- Î . 
caine at the 1995.Frénch Open, The .| : 
two must also forfeit all ATP world- 
ranking points’ and ‘prlzemoney 
armed since then. i 

E E 
i ES 
[ T WAS sweet-revengeifor Spanish ) i 
ıl tennis star Alex Correa when he ' 
defeated! Ohtle's' gifted but wayward | 
‘Marcelo-Rloa7-5, 7-5; 6&3 In the Ital 
jan Open last Sunday in Rome, The | | 
1 wo laat met recently în thé fial of '| j 
#2 the Monte Carlo Open, wherë the 

illéean beat Corretja 64, 63; 63. 


David Davles 
TE tournament with a very Eng- 
lish title but sponsored by an 
car-rental company Was 
won last Sunday by a Swede. The 
English Open, at Hanbury 
Manor near Ware in Hertfordahire, 
gave Per Ulrik Johansson his second 
win of the Ryder Cup pointagather- 
ng season. He finished 19 under par 
with a total of 269 to beat his compa 
riot Dennis Edlund by two shots. 
The 22-year-old Steve Webster of 
Stone wag joint third with the 
Jay Townsend, and with 
David Howell and Roger Chapman 
fifth place the host country 
had three players in the. top six. The 
ernight leader Gary ' Emerson 
could not maintain the fierce pace 
Sn a humid day and finished with a-- 
to be 12 under, 
Johansson had ordered the cham: 
Pagne before he went out, because 
bis girlfriend was. ying in. to: Join: 
him. “It was nice, though,” he said, 
`0 give her a victory.as well"., ı., . 
Swede lists wine as one of hi 
8 and he is more than just | 


Batsman Graliam Lloyd,son of Eng-: 
lsh coach David, is also In dhedd ûf’ 
winter vice-captain Nasser. Hussain. 
The rest of-the' squad 19: Atherton 
Knight, Crawley, Stewart, Thorpe, 
Ealham, Croft,: DeFretas; ‘Gough; ' 
Headley, Giles aiid Silverwood: 


Chess Lsonard Barden 


س 


When McShane wags 
lo complete his IM title, 
Bacrot lookecl impossible. But Dow, 
wilh ten nwntlıs (o go, ifs nolL Me 
Shane will probably have 245) 
poinla in Fide's July ratings, slightly 
lower Ihan Bacrot (wlio is one year 
alder) achieved before starting the 
surge which included three CM 
norms anil a 5-1 match victory over 
the veteran former world champion 
Smyslov, 

French organisers helped 
Bacrot's campaign by arranging the 
Enghien tournament where he 
scored his final norm. Unlike the 
other record-breakers, McShane 
still attends school normally, bul 
there is an opportunity for British 
organisers and sponsors to include 
him İn suitable out-ofterm events 
such as the Hastings Premder, in 
hh Nigel Short played at the age 

14. 

The most promising norm tourna 
ments occur when meeting rivals of 
similar or slightly weaker strength. 
McShane will have such an opportu’ 
nity in late July in an alt-play-all lour- 
nament; but it will again be İn 
Germany, this time at Lippstadt. 


No 2473 


.N—O Bb aAQON ® 


ab o d e 


A fnımiliar position with some ur 
usual play: can you create the short 
est posible game ending 
checkmate by promoting 4 pawn l0 
a kıniglıl? It takes six nıoves or l€35 
by each sitle. 

No 2472: 1 QfT+ BCT 2 Qk 
Kxe7 3 RUT+ Nxd7 4 RxdT+ Kê 
5 BH mate. e 


West North 


Stuart 
Pass 2# 44 ,: Fs 
Pass 
Pass 


ANT was not Blackwood, 
general slam try showing a £00 
hand. Stuart had no pr 
the play, and acored'a auction 
able 1,370. Thls was the o 
in the other room, where 


Patterson 


PASSKY, Karpov arid Kasparov 
are all former winners of the bi- 
ennial world . championship for 
under-20s, which used to be the pin- 
nacle of attainment for young play- 
ers, But its become an annual 
event, and there are also world and 
European titles for other ages clown 
to under-10s, so the world junior has 
lost some of its strength and status. 
‘The glittering prize now is the 
age record for the youngest grand- 
master, an honour that, since the 
world body Fide launched its offi- 
cial GM title in 1950, has been held 
in turn by Bronstein at 26, Spassky 
at 18, Fischer then Judit Polgar at 
15, and Leko then Bacrot at 14. 
Before 1950, it was debatable 
who was a GM and when, but con- 
tenders for an earlier unofficial 
record include Morphy, Alekhine, 
Keres and Fine at 21-22, and Junge 
(killed in the war) at 18. Simply list- 
ing these names emphasises that 
the youngest GMs of thelr time 
have often developed Into alktime 
greats, while the relatively unknown 
Leko and Bacrot may yet do so. 
When Luke McShane became 
Britain's youngest international 
master last month at 
Gelsenkirchen, he stayed on for an- 
other GM tournament in the Ger- 
man town, which he led with 5/5, 
then with 6/7. He lost his final two 
games, also to GMs, but one signifi 
cant statistic was that Luke, finiah- 
ing on 6/9, got within a single point 
of his first grandmaster result, A 
win in either of the last two games 
would have broken Leko's recortl of 
13 years and five months for the 
youngest GM norm by a boy, sur- 
passed anly by Polgar, who achieved 
her first norm at exactly 13. 
McShane's ratings for the two 
Gelsenkirchens, 2,510 and 2,550 
Fide points, were much better thar 
his low 2,400 performances wlile 
achieving his IM title, and suggest 
that he may have ınade a quantuıh 
jump similar to that made by 
Spassky, Fischer, Kasparov in their 
teens. Three resulls at the 2,600 
level are needled Lo (qualify for GM, 
antl you also neetl a published File 
rating of at least 2,500. - 
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nal book Silent Spring back in 1958? 
Thirty-five years after its publica- 
tion, rereading Carson's bleak vi- 
gion of the future is an eerle 
experience: “The birds, for example 
— where had they gone? . .. On the 
morning that had once throbbed 
with the dawn chorus . . . only si- 
lence lay over the fields and woods 
and marsh". 

It's tempting to leten to the mar- 
vellous spring voices of the birds 
and imagine that everything is all 
right, But the facts suggest other- 
wise. There is a silence within the 
wild noise of spring which marks 
the absence of some birds ' we 
thought wer'e safe. Here and around 
the' world there's a hole in the cho- 
rus of rebirth that we have caused 
ourselves. Like oak and ash, soak 
and splash, have we accepted Car- 
son's imagined tragedy of the silent 
spring into moaclern folklore?. 1: 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 


be the second tiınc that ley 
have played for Britain at 
European level. 

` Gerald and Stuart have also 
won the Gold Cup, Britain’s pte- 
mijer teams event, on two con* 
secutive occasions. The‘1994 
final showed their bidding judg 
ment.to advantage.on this deal, 
which was notûble for one of the 
more remarkable decisions of 
thia or any other‘century. East 
West game, dealer East:  ' 


`. ‘When the.twins.held the East-: 
West tards, they were able.to ''.' 
cope with a bold pre-émptive ef ' 
fort by North: ‘li wi o 


NE for the trivia merchants: 

at what sport have two pairs 
of twins represented Great 
Britain on the same team? This 
will happen in June, for the 
Britiah Open team in the 
European Championships will 
be: Gus Calderwood and Dick 
Shek, Gerald and Stuart 
Tredinnick, Jason and Justin 
Hackett. 

Calderwood and Shek are, as 
you may have deduced, not twins 
— one of them was born in South 
Africa and the other is Chinese 
— but both have been Britlsh 
citizena and very fine bridge 
Playera for many years now. 

The Hacketts are twins that ıo 
one would have any difficulty in : 
telling apart, for Justin is the one 
who chose at an early age to sup- 
port Manchester United and . 
therefore walks aroıtnd with a’ ' . 
permanent grin not worn by.his. 
brother. The cka are a . 
different matter — they are both . 
fans of Crystal Palace; s0 the} go 
about with identical gloomy ex: . 
pressions on their identical faces; 

Théy are already world cham-'i 
pions, since they were part of: :: 
the team that won the world ju- .. 
nior-title in'1989; and this will::: 
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The report, by the government's 
conservation scientists and bird 
protection organisations, links the 
rapid disappearance of 11 British 
bird species with the Increased use 
of pesticides on farmland, Between 
1969 and 1994, tree sparrows have 
declined by 89 per cent, grey par- 
tridgeê by 82 per cent, skylarks by 58 
per cent and blackbirds by: 42 per 
cent. Pesticideg which kill insects, 
the.food plants they.depend ön and 
seed-producing “weed” 
have been responsible for the loss 
of many once-common birds, Chem- 
icals are not solely responsible, and 
changes in other agricultural prac- 
tices are also to blame — but pest 
cides kill birds, it’s official. 

This may seem like a strange rev- 
elation. After all, haven't we known 
this since Rachel Carson began writ- 
ing about the abudes of pesticidesin 
1945 and started work on her semi- 


species, 


30 LEISURE 
Spring’s missing choristers 


were 
few 


Paul Evans 


ff 7:1 SH before the oak, 
we're going to have a 

soak. Oak before the 
ash, we'll only have a splash”, So 
goes the old saying which links the 
timing of the leafing of trees with a 
prediction for the summer's rainfall. 
While the rest of the world suffered 
heavy rains and floods, Britain was 
gripped by the driest, .burning 
drought for hundrèds of years, And 
then, as the oak trees leafed and 
flowered (long before the ash), and 
the swallows appeared, down came 


the splash, 


A few days of gentle, steady rain 
wag the mucirneeded magic ingredi- 
ent to fire up the sweet anarchy of 
spring. Then came the storms, rapid 
alr strikes of torrential rain, sleet, 
snow. Mountains 


even 


white-over for a 


days. 
Bucket-loads of hail crashed down, 
indistingutshable from the fallen 
hawthorn blossom. The sky was 80 
full of wild weather that immense 
cracks of thunder exploded the 
clouds to make room for more. Every 
few minutes the weather changes. 


It may be peaceful but it's cer- 
tainly not quiet. Spring's true song 


rings through the ecstatic woodland. 
Songs of sex and territory, songs of 
power and sacrifice — this is the 
sound of the exploding vernal bomb. 
High above the hills the swooping 
buzzards have lost the melancholy 
from their wistful mews and their call 
is quick and powered by muscular 
beats, Ravens detonate their croaks 
in the upper branches, Through the 
trees each bird fires ita song, true to 
lis own kind, into the air full of the 
songs of others true to theirs. The ef 
fect is not an aggregation of individ 
val voices but a wild chorus that has 
unfolded since dawn,. ebbing and 
flowing through the moods of the 
day. Just as the breeze carries the 
scent of birches.and willows in one 
breath and larches and firs in the 
next, so the chorus sways and varies. 
Just as the wild chorus of bird- 
song: met the wild May. weather, a 
the headlines, 


disturbing report hit 
1 0 


Quick crossword no. 367 


Last week's solution 


Conservative 
Prime Minister (4) 
10 US company — 
rags fallow 
(anag) (5,5) .:: 
12 Rather plump (8). 


1S Urgent — Ironing '| (Aju 


pound (4) 
19 Cease (4)' 


Across 


1 Play-the firat 
card (4| 


) 7 
3 Whale's nostril (8). 
3 Applaud (4) 

9 Mental view (8) 
11 Protects us from 
the sun's ultra- 
violet rays (5,5) 
14 Rider's seat (6) 
15 Placard (6) 
17 Objertlons 
(3,3,4) 
20 Beyond what is 
revealed (8) 

21 Bird — fruit (4) 

22 Lamented (8) 

23 Tobacco cut into 

ghreds (4} 


Down 

1 Ball game, 
American-Indlan 
venomaus snake 
() . 

4 Deadly (6j . 

5 Refrigerators,’ 
cookers, ete 


`7 Paradise — 


iS... : 
ı5 Musical work 4) 
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